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NMC08 (RT 17/5/89)

QU: Just start by telling me what you're doing at college.

AN: A Pre-health course. They (?)do English, but I haven't; so all I do is Sociology.

QU: Is this for Nursing?

AN: Yeah. Loads of people are doing English, Biology; but I'm not doing Biology, I'll do it next year. I'm really only taking Sociology.

QU: Do you like Sociology a lot?

AN: Yeah, I did that in school as one of my options.

QU: What do you like about it?

AN: I don't know, it just goes through like the media; I just enjoy things like that. 

QU: It gives you a political view of society. So how come you did this course? Do you have to do it to do Nursing?

AN: No. You can just..you need five 'O' levels to do..one of them has to be English. It just gives you a taste of what nursing's like. You do placements in hospital.

QU: So if you can't stand the sight of blood you get out now! Have you done any placements yet?

AN: Yeah, I've done two. Psychiatric and geriatric.

QU: What did you think of them?

AN: I liked the geriatric the best. But psychiatric was alright. It was like...psycho-geriatric was with old people. And they didn't do nothing, they were just like drugged-up all the time.

QU: Was this all the geriatrics?

AN: Yeah, cos you got, you had to dress them, and take them to the bathroom and wash them. It was good. ..(024)..you see dead bodies.

QU: You see them? What was that like?

AN: Well, it was nothing really. It was like somebody being asleep. The smell...(026)...I made a friend though and she died..(029). All of a sudden, she was all bouncy and then she was gone. It was a bit weird.

QU: I suppose that's the sort of thing you're on placement for; to get used to people dying. When did you decide you wanted to do nursing?

AN: Well, I always wanted to be a nurse; since I was about six.

QU: Did anyone tell you about it, or was it something you heard about when you were younger?
AN: It was something you heard of, and you watched, you know, Angels all the time. And you thought - Oh, I'd like to do it. I always wanted to be one. I like messing about with children, playing with children as well. With my nan we used to sit there listening to stories about, you know..(038)..

QU: Was your nan a nurse then?

AN: No, but I wanted to do geriatric nursing...I liked listening to her.

QU: You're just living in..(041)..and you say your mum works for [POLICY-FOCUSED ORGANISATION]. Did she give you career advice?

AN: She wanted to be a nurse, but she couldn't, because when she applied they wouldn't let her because she had children. She had enough qualifications. Because she had young children; with doing shifts and things.

QU: What does she do at the [POLICY-FOCUSED ORGANISATION]?

AN: She's an admin worker.

QU: Does she enjoy that?

AN: Sometimes. It depends what she's doing.

QU: How do you get on with your mum?

AN: Very well.

QU: I thought you probably did. So you have a close relationship?

AN: Yeah, she's like a friend more than a mum. We do most things together.

QU: What, you go out together?

AN: Yeah.

QU: That's nice. Do you talk to each other about sex and things?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Did she tell you about..?

AN: ...(055)..things as well. She wasn't embarrassed. She'd tell us anyway. If we had a word in our head and we didn't know what it was, we'd just ask her, and she'd tell us.

QU: You and your brother.

AN: I've got two brothers. Only one lives here.

QU: What sort of questions would you ask?

AN: Where babies come from and what's the pill, and all that.. and she'd just tell you what they was. And why you have them, and why they're needed and stuff.

QU: Did she give you any advice on those things?

AN: Yes, because she told us what they was, well, not really. You knew some of the stuff as well. 

QU: What type of sex education did you get at school?

AN: Not much. All we used to get was where babies come from...All the main...Well, contraceptives. We never got told about emotional stress and post-natal depression; not even in Child-care. We didn't do much. Didn't do much on the..(069)..We were just told how they were made and where they came from.

QU: What lesson was this taught in? Was it a separate one or was it part of Biology?

AN: We did it in Biology in the second year. In the fifth year we did it as well. But it wasn't like sex education, it was just, we did topics. And that was like birth and growth and everything.

QU: Was it in a separate course? Was Child-care a separate course?

AN: Yeah, we did Child-care. That was all about children, yeah. One of the options. And that was all, telling you everything about children, from how they were made, until they grow up. And every stage. (?)It wasn't that good.

QU: Do you think if you hadn't got the facts off your mum, it would have told you enough?

AN: No.

QU: Did they let you ask any questions?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Did they?

AN: No. We had a supply teacher for a year, as well. She didn't know what she was going on about most of the time. So we just didn't ask her.

QU: But there were questions that people wanted to ask about?

AN: Yeah.   

QU: Did they tell you about any sexually-transmitted diseases?

AN: In Biology.

QU: So what did they talk about?

AN: It was a book. It was like a Biology book, and it had it in the back. And it had lists of what the diseases were, and what the symptoms were, and how you got them.

QU: What type of diseases?

AN: They had AIDS, and syphilis, and... it was all like the common ones.

QU: Did they talk about things like thrush as well?

AN: Yeah.

QU: What sort of advice was it on how to get rid of them? Did they say go to a doctor?

AN:  Yeah, I thought it said - Go to your doctor! 

QU: Do people discuss STDs very much at school?

AN: Not really. Not in like conversations. We never used to talk about it.. more like sex.. It wasn't – ‘Ooh, what have you got?’. 

QU: Did you know people who had caught things?

AN: No, I mean, you had thrush. I knew some people had thrush. But that wasn't sexually..cos you can get that anyway, can't you?

QU: What did they tell you about AIDS? Was that just in the back of this book or..?

AN: No, they taped videos from the telly. It was all about that AIDS week. Taped them, and watched them, and talked about them.

QU: Was that quite good?

AN: Yeah. And they had loads of AIDS pamphlets. And they got people to...(110)..and I got some from work.

QU: Has your mum talked to you about it as well?

AN: Yeah.

QU: When they talked about it at school, did they talk about safe-sex, or did they just tell you what AIDS was?

AN: Safe-sex, condoms.

QU: Tell me what they said.

AN: They just said the safe way to play around was to use condoms, if you were going to have one-night stands. That's it really.

QU: Just if you were going to have one-night stands?

AN: No, all the time, if possible, if you don't want no children, anyway. Use something.

QU: Do you think what you got at school was adequate?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Did your mum tell you anything differently to what they told you at school?

AN: Well, she went into more detail. They had to put it into an hour. You could talk to your mum any time you wanted to. ..(123).

QU: What did you ask her about it?

AN: What it was really. What symptoms. Whether she knew anybody who had it; she didn't. Just how you get it and everything. And can't you get rid of it. Just things like that.

QU: Do you know what the difference is between HIV and AIDS?

AN: Yeah, HIV is carrying, carry it, and you can give it on to somebody, and you might not get it, (?)if you even knew. Or if at all..

QU: Would you be infectious if you were HIV+?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Do you know where the virus is in the body? Do you know why intercourse is dangerous? Do you know why you can spread it that way?

AN: Not...(137)..

QU: It's difficult. The virus is in all your body fluid... 

AN: ..sperm...

QU: Yeah, blood, sperm, vaginal fluid. Did they explain to you that's why intercourse is dangerous?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Therefore you use a condom to stop it.

AN: Yeah.

QU: Lots of people know intercourse is dangerous without knowing why. Do you think oral sex is dangerous?

AN: We asked that. There was a nurse who came in to give us a talk. And he said - It was possible, but you'd have to have a lot of the fluid inside you to get it. He said he wasn't sure whether you could get it at all.

QU: So it's a very low risk?

AN: Yeah. 

QU: So people were asking questions like that?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Has your view of it changed from when you first heard about it to now? Were people at school talking about it as if it were something that happened to gay men?

AN: Yeah. Queer disease, and what it is, and that sort of..they used to say - Oh, queer bashing! Don't go near queers. They used to think it's men that carry it as well.

QU: Did you realise that at the time?

AN: Yeah, well my mum told me, because she knows a lot of lesbians and gays, cos with working in [POLICY-FOCUSED ORGANISATION]. I know some of the friends of (?)her. Scared of them: I thought – ‘Ooh!’ 

QU: Do you think a lot of people of your age are scared of the idea of lesbians and gay men?

AN: Yeah, I think they would. Just because I know some of them, and my mum's told me that you can't get it by touching and while drinking from the same cup. 

QU: Do you think gay women are as likely as gay men to have it?

AN: No.

QU: Why?

AN: Well because it's..actually...(166)..I mean women don't, well, I don't know but, I don't see how they can, unless they use something.

QU: So the lowest risk is among lesbians. A lot of people think it's all gay people, they're not understanding what is dangerous. You seem to be well up on all that. Do you think you're better educated than most people your age?

AN: Yeah, because I can talk to my mum about everything.

QU: It makes a big difference?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Do your friends all know about it as well?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Your mum doesn't make an (?)effort with you because you're a girl?

AN: Well, more because I'm a girl I suppose. Because they're older, my brothers and sisters are older than me, and they've left home apart from one. It was me that asked the questions more than anybody else.

QU: Did they not really ask questions then?

AN: No, but they read books. And they watched the telly. 

QU: So how old are your brothers and sisters?

AN: My oldest brother is 23; 21, the middle one; and then 19.

QU: Quite close in age all of you, aren't you?

AN: Two years between us.

QU: Do you get on well with your big sister?

AN: When she lives away, I do. If she came back here I wouldn't.

QU: Did you have to share a room?

AN: Yeah. 

QU: Right.

AN: She didn't clean up or anything; she didn't keep it clean. I get on better with her now she lives away. 

QU: Did she just move out?

AN: She lives with her boyfriend.

QU: And that was..(189)..as well?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Your mum would agree that it's OK to have sex before marriage?

AN: Well, if you're with somebody steady. Not if it was like one-night stands. She was quite happy with about three years before they went together. She would have objected if it was like six months before, you knew him. ...(195)..had been going out for quite a long time.

QU: But she's OK about it? Not strict?

AN: Not really.

QU: You said on your questionnaire that you hadn't had sex yet. Have you had boyfriends, relationships?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Do you mean you haven't had sexual intercourse, have you had some sexual experiences?

AN: No.

QU: What would you say sex was? Do you think it's intercourse?

AN: Yeah.

QU: So other things like touching people isn't sex?

AN: No.

QU: Have you had experiences like that with boys? I think that probably is sexual as well, all those things are sexual. Is there any reason why you decided you didn't want to have a sexual relationship?

AN: I'm not really ready yet.

QU: What do you think being ready is?

AN: Don't know. Just know when I will, when I am.

QU: You're not particularly interested?

AN: No.

QU: When you do become sexually active, having intercourse, have you decided what you would do in terms of contraception?

AN: Use a condom.

QU: Would you be happy doing that?

AN: Well, if I wasn't, I'd go on the pill.

QU: If you were on the pill, you'd be protected from pregnancy?

AN: Yeah, just pregnancy.

QU: Do you think you are enough at risk to have to protect yourself against AIDS, or do you think you don't have to bother? Once you start having a sexual relationship.

AN: (?)I don't understand that (222).

QU: OK, alright. If you start having a sexual relationship and you were just on the pill, you wouldn't be protected against AIDS. Do you think that would be OK, do you think you're not really at risk at the moment? 

AN: Well, it'd just have (?)to be someone that I knew didn't have AIDS. Because..(227)..going with somebody every night, somebody different, probably would be at risk if you were just doing that, because it's (?)risky, isn't it?

QU: How would you decide whether somebody was safe to have a relationship with, to have sex with? When you say 'someone steady'...

AN: Don't know...You'd have to ask them. Where they'd been.

QU: If they replied they'd slept with three people before, what would you say to that?

AN: You'd ask if they were going steady with them or..was it like one-night stands. 

QU: And if they said - Oh no, they were reasonably steady, would you think that that was safe?

AN: I'd ask them – ‘Did you use a condom?’. 

QU: And if they did?

AN: Oh, I don't know, I'd say – ‘Go and get a test’.

QU: Do you think you would ask somebody to have a test?

AN: Yeah, if I thought they had it, yeah. And if I wasn't sure, I'd ask them as well.

QU: Do you think it's alright to ask somebody to have a test?

AN: Yeah.

QU: You wouldn't be embarrassed about it?

AN: No.

QU: Do you think you could ask a boy to use a condom?

AN: Yeah. It's either that or nowt.

QU: But if you were on the pill as well, do you think you could ask them to use a condom?

AN: Yeah, cos it's not just the girl who's..(248)..it's both.

QU: Do you think boys understand that? 

AN: No.

QU: So it's not quite so simple.

AN: No.

QU: But you'd have a go, anyway, you'd ask them. Would you refuse to sleep with someone if they didn't use one?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Do you think that the lads you know, think at all about AIDS, or even about pregnancy?

AN: No, they just talk about girls, and what they can get out of them. The boys, they don't bother about it, they're not bothered. It's just the girls that go on about AIDS all the time.

QU: Why do you think the boys aren't bothered?

AN: I don't know, (?)they're just brought up on enough of it. They're not like responsible yet. 

QU: Do you think they're expected to be responsible?

AN: Yeah, they should be. Why shouldn't they be? Girls are, most of them, anyway. They should be.

QU: I think girls have to be about pregnancy. We've got no choice.

AN: Whereas they can just leave, and go away, and they don't have to carry the baby or (?)look after it for 16 years. They don't have to.

QU: But it's the same thing with AIDS; it's girls’ responsibility more than the boys. Perhaps when they get the consequences themselves....How would you feel about buying condoms, could you cope with that?

AN: I'd feel embarrassed the first time, the first time I would. Hopefully after that....(277)..

QU: ..hopefully..

AN: Should be anyway.

QU: they've started selling condoms in all sorts of places; garages, record shops. Would you still go to the chemist, do you think that makes it easier?

AN: I'd go to a chemist. Or the family planning clinic.

QU: So you know about them. Has your mum told you about that? You talked to your mum about contraception?

AN: Yeah.

QU: At the moment do you think you're at risk, when you start being sexually active?

AN: No, no.

QU: What sort of people do you think are at risk?

AN: Promiscuous people.

QU: What do you think 'promiscuous' is?

AN: Going with quite a few people. Like not going steady with anybody. Going out, copping off, and then going to bed with them. And then doing the same with somebody else, and using them, without nearly knowing about them and talking to them.

QU: Are you thinking of one-night stands?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Say if you had about five or six relationships between the ages of 16 and 20 in which you had sex, for six months each, do you think that would be promiscuous?

AN: Yeah, cos you know them by then.

QU: Do you think knowing someone's enough?

AN: No but, knowing about them. You should ask, to see what they're like.

QU: So 'promiscuous' is basically doing it without really caring about a person?

AN: Yeah, just going out to get something.

QU: Do you think there are many girls who do that?

AN: Yeah, plenty of boys do..

QU: That's the thing; it's OK for boys to do that...

AN: ....(311)..

QU: It's society that says it's OK for boys to be promiscuous. It's not called promiscuous when a boy does it, is it?

AN: No. A woman's.. a slag or ..don't know.. they're all pretty..the lads who..(317)..a girl is a slag, all the time.

QU: Do you think it's difficult for a girl to keep her reputation?

AN: Yeah. I think it is...(320)..

QU: Does that make you not want to sleep with boys because he might tell people and you'd lose your reputation?

AN: ..(325)..I wouldn't be with them; a loud-mouth or...

QU: What are most of the lads that you know like?

AN: Quiet.

QU: Are these lads from college that you mix with now?

AN: No, from school. 

QU: Which school did you go to?

AN: ...(331)..

QU: You're not even Moss Side, you're (332) centre. Almost the same. What are most of your friends doing now?

AN: At college.

QU: Have any of them gone on to YTS?

AN: A few of them have. One of my friend's got a baby. She had it two weeks ago.

QU: What happened?

AN: As soon as she left school she found out she was pregnant. She was going out with him for about two years. But her dad wasn't that bothered...(340)..

QU: So what did she think about that?

AN: Shocked! Because it were a person who you thought it would never happen to.

QU: Was she quiet?

AN: She weren't quiet but, she just kept herself to herself and she was..try and take care but, there's more...(346-347)

QU: Are there a lot of girls round you that have babies young?

AN: Not a lot but that's what you get nowadays now, isn't it?

QU: That's when you get given houses? So it's a way to leave home.

AN: That's what some of them do it for. Just to get out of the house.

QU: What do you think of that?

AN: I think it..(352)..They might not..they might be too young to look after the baby properly. Cos you're just a kid yourself.

QU: And it stops you from enjoying your own life?

AN: Yeah, cos you're just sort of with the baby and wouldn't..(357)..anybody. Cos you might want to go out and have a good time cos you're still young. And you've got to look after the baby.

QU: Do you think that's what she'll end up doing then?

AN: I don't know.

QU: Leaving it with her mum?

AN: I suppose she will sometimes. I don't think she will do that. It's more likely to get ..(362-363)..

QU: I don't know; are you? You probably know much more about this than I do.

AN: No, you wouldn't. You'd be depressed because all your friends are going out, and you've got to stay in and mind the baby.

QU: Do you think that girl knew about contraception?

AN: Yeah. She was in the same classes as us. 

QU: So she wanted to get pregnant or it was just a mistake?

AN: It was a mistake.

QU: What do you think about abortion? Do you think it's right?

AN: Yeah, I do.

QU: Do you think you're unusual in that? How about your friends?

AN: No, because if you get raped and you get pregnant, you're not gonna want, I wouldn't want to keep it. Because you'd be looking at it, and it would remind you, every time you looked at the baby, it would remind you of how you got it. And what happened to you. And if it was badly deformed, the baby; you couldn't..you can't have a (?)cure or something..if it was really badly..(379)...You'd just have to get rid of it. Because the baby could be in pain itself. You'd just have to get rid of it.

QU: When you were at school, did you and your girlfriends talk a lot about sex? Do you think that's where you learnt most about it? Did people tell each other about what they'd done?

AN: Or what they'd heard.

QU: What they'd heard? They've heard from somebody else who's heard..! Do you think the information you got was reliable?

AN: No. I used to go home and ask my mum. 

QU: She put you right on it?

AN: Yeah. 

QU: Did people want to have sex, did they think it was a good thing to lose their virginity?

AN: Well, most of my friends lost their virginity when they left school. I know a lot of people who haven't. I think it's cos of AIDS as well; they've kept on so long..

QU: Do you think that's changed..?

AN: It has with my generation. There's some older ones still don't care about it. But most of, 99% of my friends still did.

QU: Do you feel good about that? Do you feel proud about it?

AN: I'm not bothered.

QU: I don't think it should bother you at all. It does seem to have changed your generation. Do you think knowing about AIDS has changed the way you're thinking about having sex?

AN: Yeah. You should know everything about anything. You know all about the diseases, and what precautions, and everything to take. And you should just take them. 

QU: So it's not quite so easy to experiment any more?

AN: No. Because if you did you'd be worrying all the time. If you're pregnant, if you've got something, if you've got AIDS. You're just, I don't know..

QU: Is the idea of sex something that scares you at all?

AN: No. When I feel right I will.

QU: I'm not saying that at all. I found it scary; I think you do before you have sex. So you're making a decision on practical grounds, it's too risky?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Would you go to bed with somebody now who you thought you could have a relationship with...

AN: No.

QU: What, long-term?

AN: Nobody can decide that. Just..have to wait and see.

QU: It would have to be someone that you really trusted?

AN: Yeah. Definitely.

QU: You were saying that 99% of your friends aren't in a hurry to lose their virginity..

AN: The girls, 99% of the girls.

QU: So what are the lads like, are they still eager?

AN: Yeah. Most of them are, yeah. 

QU: So it's difficult to meet the right sort of bloke?

AN: Yeah.

QU: To take time about it, and make decisions when you were ready?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Do you find that a problem, that there aren't lads who think the same way girls do?

AN: ...(442)..There's more girls thinking about diseases and things, than there is boys. It's the girls mostly that have got to think, that have got it for ages and ages. Because if you get pregnant, if you've got AIDS, you'll give it to the baby. You'll be passing it on. And it's not the baby's fault it's got AIDS. It'll get sort of isolated from other children, because they don't want their kids to catch AIDS.

QU: So it's a moral responsibility?

AN: Yeah, more the girl's responsibility. 

QU: So you're a bit wary?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Tell me what you're thinking of doing in the future? Have you thought any further than being a nurse?

AN: No, no. I want to go to America after to do nursing.

QU: You'll make more money there. Do you think you're going to leave England and your family?

AN: Not for long. I wouldn't go forever. Two, three years, maybe. I couldn't go forever.

QU: Would you say you're quite ambitious?

AN: Yeah. Yeah, cos other people might not mind working in a shop. Or factories..couldn't do that. I don't like it. I'd be dead bored and want to go home.

QU: You want to do something where you can travel?

AN: Yeah. Or something that I'd enjoy. If I enjoyed it, I'd do it. 

QU: Have you got out of Manchester much, have you travelled at all?

AN: I haven't been abroad, I've been to Coventry, where my gran lives; we used to go every year. And my nan lives in Blackpool.

QU: Do you hate Blackpool?

AN: I can't stand it, we're going again next week. For a week. If we go abroad, it's with my mum...

QU: Have you done that for quite a long time?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Is that nice, to have a bit of independence?

AN: Yeah, it's nice to come home as well. I went with my friend, last year, to Coventry. Went to London and (?)Woking. Slept..(484)..

QU: That sounds great. Was that just with a mate, travelling round?

AN: Yeah, but when my gran lived in Coventry, we used to go for a day out. It was good.

QU: Did you see the sights in London?

AN: Well, we went to the Planetarium and up the Thames. ...(490)..the dungeons...we just walked all over....

QU: Do you think the sex education at school was OK?

AN: They could have told you more.

QU: What would you have liked to have known more about?

AN: Post-natal Depression and the emotional side of it...of growing up. Well most people know about..how you get that. Just the emotional side of what you have to do, what pressures there are. They don't tell you this: Look after it for 16 years, and feed it, and go to work and get money. They don't say anything like that. they just tell you the biological side of it.

QU: Do you think they should have warned people, told them this is what it will be like?

AN: Yeah.

QU: How about other things about contraception, do you think they good enough advice about that?

AN: Yeah, they showed us the contraceptives and told us how to use them. It was alright.

QU: Would you have liked more about the emotional side of relationships?

AN: Yeah.

(end:515) 

