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TERESA (MAG08) (RT 8/6/89)

QU: Can you tell me what you're doing at college?

AN: About my course?

QU: Yeah.

AN: Well, I'm doing all languages; French, Spanish..(003). This is my final year. I haven't got a job yet and I haven't..(004).. so I think I'll probably end up taking a year out, and then going to France for a year or something, and then teach English for a year. I've got some friends there so I'll probably go back there again.

QU: Do you intend to get a job using languages?

AN: Yeah, if possible. It's quite difficult though, because on our course, we haven't actually done any Economics or anything. So, you know, I've been going for interviews and they've been saying - Well, have you done any Business or commerce? And I haven't really. So I thought with 1992 looming ..

QU: You'll be there, ready to compete?

AN: Sign on the line, sign on the line?

QU: So people specialise, a technical angle?

AN: Yeah. I'm sort of flirting with the idea of an Msc in Marketing or something, just to get a bit of commercial experience really.

QU: But you’re looking to having a career?

AN: Oh yes, definitely.

QU: Quite seriously?

AN: Yeah, yeah.

QU: Tell me where you come from and your family.

AN: Right, well, at the moment we live in [COUNTY]. And I went to school in Germany; my father's in [SERVICES], so I've spent most of my time abroad. In fact we've lived in [COUNTY] for eight years; it's the longest I've ever been anywhere. And I've spent a lot a time in ASIA when I was a little girl....(022).. I've one sister; she's living with her boyfriend in [TOWN]. And my mother's an Assistant Manager of our local supermarket.

QU: And are your parents still together?

AN: Yeah, sort of. Since I've been to university I've been going home, and I don't know, it's not been the same really I don't think. I think my mum would like a divorce but, I know it sounds horrible but I think she knows which side her bread is buttered really, do you know? My father's [SENIOR ROLE IN SERVICES]..(029)..

QU: …
AN: Yes. 

QU: I suppose it's quite easy if they don't want to spend a lot of time together with him in the army?

AN: I mean he's living in Germany now. And said to my mother - Do you want to come? And she said no, I've got the dog here, and everything. Sort of excuses, but she didn't really want to go.

QU: It doesn't sound as if you’re too upset?

AN; Not really, I'd probably have felt upset by it if I was younger, but I mean it's been like this for four years now. They've been like arguing or just…not listening to each other sometimes. And I just think - Oh leave them to it, let them get on with it. I'm young, it's really...I'm not at home now, my sister's not at home, so it's up to them really.

QU: Do you think all the travel when you were young has had any effect on the type of person you are?

AN: Well, I think so, I mean it could have been quite an insecure childhood, but my dad was fabulous. And he's put me..(04)..you know, because you get loads of..(041).. you know, you get out of travelling. It's made me quite sort of bossy because, like when you're moving around, and you always want to make new friends, you just dive straight into a group and say, you know - Hi, I'm new - or whatever. There's no point in being shy, and sitting in the corner, or else you'll have a really miserable childhood. So I think it's quite important to be extrovert, and stand on my own two feet really.

QU: You say your dad had a lot of influence on you, is that in being extrovert?

AN: Yeah, as well, he's always, he's more intelligent than my mother, you know, my mother's really not bothered about things like that. She's proud about me being at university and everything, but I don't think she quite understands really. It's always been my dad since I was doing my 'O' levels, he's been saying - You can do your 'A' levels, you can go to university. And I was the first one from my family to go. He's really clever, he'd have liked to go, but he just couldn't afford to go. So he's really proud of me and wants me to do very well.

QU: So your relationship with your father is more important?

AN: Definitely. And it's my sister with my mother. My sister's quite sort of homely and she does cooking and sewing, you know, and my mum sort of thought - Ah, she's my one - I'll be my dad's one.

QU: Do you get on with your mum?

AN: Oh yeah, I get on with her, yeah. It's a bit of a superficial relationship. When I'm home, we'll sort of go out shopping, and for a coffee, and that sort of thing. But I mean she works full-time, so I don't even see her that much when I'm at home. And she leads quite an active life, she plays a lot of sport and everything. So she's out quite a lot doing that.

QU: You say your sister's the homely one. Do you think you've rejected that side of 'femininity'?

AN: Umm yeah, not so much rejected it; it just doesn't interest me. My sister's always liked sitting inside sewing and embroidering and things like that. And I just thought - Oh, I'll give it a miss. It was a shock coming to university, I thought - give it a miss. It was a shock coming to university, I thought - Oh God, I'll have to sew a button on, you know! And how do I cook a meal? That's when I really appreciated all the things my mum had done. Always clean socks in the drawer or whatever.

QU: At secondary school, were you in [County] at that time?

AN: Yeah, from my third year onwards.

QU: Was there a great contrast between that and the schools you'd gone to before?

AN: Not really. They were mostly schools on the camp or whatever so.. my mum had wanted to pack me off, well not pack me but you know what I mean, send me to boarding school. And I said - No please don't make me go, I'll hate it, if you're happy moving it's up to you. But I just got this impression that they were all sort of girls heading for Oxbridge or whatever, and I thought - no way.

QU: Tell me about the school you went to in [County]
AN: It was a secondary comprehensive. It was quite a good school as far as exam results went in the area. It was a mixed school. It was quite small; it was just a village one, and there were probably only about 600 pupils there. So it was quite small for a secondary school. And they were people coming in from the catchment area, you know, from the villages. I really loved the school there, the people were nice. It was just a bit difficult because a lot of my friends lived six or seven miles away in little villages, so it was quite difficult in the evenings. I'd have to phone my mum up and say - can you take me home now?

QU: What type of sex education did you get when you were at school? Can you remember very much of it?

AN: It's not really clever yet. I can remember my first year, and that would have been when I was at school in [County]. And it was the older books handed out about periods and things. My mum had already given me one.

QU: Did your mum talk to you about more than periods before?

AN: No, she just sort of handed this book out, and said - Read that, and if you've got any questions come and ask me - and then this?...(098-099).. questions, but I was really embarrassed..(099).And she said - Have you read it? And I was like - Yeah. She said - Any questions? And I said - No.. and then I came back to her and said - Well, yeah actually, you know. So she sort of sat me down.

QU: What sort of questions did you ask?

AN: Just sort.. Because this booklet was just a bit of 'have a bath every year', and this type of thing, you know what I mean. And I always had a bath every day and washed my hair anyway. I just wanted to know a bit more really. It wasn't very good on like pregnancy really. It was just sort of 'this is what will be happening to you for the next forty or fifty years'. What a depressing prospect when you're like 11! You think - Oh my God!

QU: Was that a difficult time for you?

AN: Yeah, because I developed quite young and a lot of my friends hadn't. At 11 you don't, you're dead insecure anywhere anyway. You don't quite know what's going on, so, you know, it's quite difficult. I seemed to have nobody to talk to about it to. It was awfully embarrassing at games; I used to creep up to the games teacher - (?) I can't have a shower - you know. And you'd see a group of other girls creeping up..(116)..all this. And you started your periods for two years.

QU: Did you feel quite isolated?

AN: Yeah, it's really bad.

QU: So they talked about it at school but it wasn't very good?

AN: Yeah, but I did Biology then in the second year, and we did quite a lot then on reproduction or whatever on rabbits and things. They sort of tied it in, you know how they do. By then I sort knew the basics.

QU: Where did you know the basics from?

AN: Just sort of chatting in the playground and.. it was - 'What are they talking about?'

QU: Do you think the type of information you pick up in the playground is reliable?

AN: As far as I can remember, yeah. I don't think I ever had any myths or anything. Yeah, it seemed to be alright.

QU: When did you first start becoming sexually aware?

AN: Well, I suppose it depends what you mean by sexual; probably about 14 really, I started looking at boys differently. Like before I'd just sort of gone down to the youth club with them, do you know what I mean, that type of thing. I suppose at 14, I started dressing up for school discos a bit more, and put a bit of make-up on, whatever. Used to..(136).. and said - Ooh, is that your boyfriend? I used to go - No, no! That sort of thing. I wouldn't mind if he was but.. But probably about then. Then, let me think, I first had sex when I was 17.

QU: When you say 'sex' you mean intercourse?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Between 14 and 18, had you been having physical relationships with people?

AN: Yeah, yeah.

QU: But you wouldn't count those as sexual?

AN: No, not really, no.

QU: When I was at school it was a stigma to be a virgin.

AN: That sort of changed, and now you get a real name for yourself.

QU: Was there name-calling at your school, and were people defined in terms of their sexuality?

AN: Yeah, I think so. There was a trendy type group, well, I suppose that everyone thought they were trendy, I don't know really, but they were the ones that had like different boyfriends every night. And probably were going out having sex every night.

QU: Or you all THOUGHT..

AN: Yeah, well, you know what lads are like at that age: Ooh, yeah, cor, had away with her! And you think - oh yeah, give us a,, you know. Yeah, I suppose they were called slags by everybody else, but they were probably jealous. And then there were the girls who were just.., yeah, it was definitely a stigma in a way to be a virgin. Especially when we were in the fifth year, fourth year.

QU: Was it something you couldn't hide, or avoid, talking to boys, and talking about sex?

AN: Yes, they'd avoid sort of talking to the lads.

QU: It hasn't changed.

AN: No, it hasn't really, and I don't think it ever will rally.

QU: How much were you told at school about contraception and STDs?

AN: Hardly anything about sexually transmitted diseases. It was sort of, 'It's going to be wonderful, amazing and lovely and everything'll be right', type of thing. We were told about contraception. I remember all the girls stayed behind after assembly once or something like that.

QU: All the girls?

AN: All girls, oh yeah, not the lads; 'it's all girl's responsibility, isn't it?' and all this type of thing, you know. And we were told about it then. I don't know, sort of worry - You shouldn't really be doing it, but if you're going to do it anyway - you know. I remember we had a thing about if the lad was older than you, and you were still under 16, he could be arrested, things like that, prosecuted for it. The whole thing about that really was just they assumed we'd all hold off until we were 16. It was alright once you were 16; it was the (?)thing to do. It was that sort of thing as well. Tell them while they're at school and keep an eye on them, and then once they've left school, they can do what they want.

QU: Did they just tell you what sorts of contraception there were?

AN: Yeah.

QU: They didn't tell you about the side effects?

AN: No, nothing about side effects, just sort of what they were and how you used them really.

QU: Is that the only information you had about contraception? Did your parents talk to you about it?

AN: No, not really; my mother'd sort of tried to find out whether I was having any sexual relationships, you now, hunting around the bushes, saying like - Oh, so-and-so's daughter's pregnant you know - or something, and I said - Oh yeah? And she said - I never want that to happen to you, you know. And I'll go - No, no. And she'd go - Well, just make sure it doesn't, won't you? - Yes mum. And she's - Well, you can talk to me about it if you like. And I was just like, wasn't bothered at this point, you know, I must have been about 15, 16.

QU: And you weren't interested?

AN: No, I always feel like.. playing sport and things like that. I didn't seem to have much time really for boys.

QU: Keep as far away as possible.

AN: That's what I thought - They're dickheads, most of them. Cos I mean they are at that age, aren't they? They're just going out and pretending to get pissed on half a pint of cider or whatever, and you just think - Ugh, you know.

QU: Did your dad every give you any fatherly advice?

AN: No, not really, he kept well out of it. I should think he thought I was a virgin until I was probably about 20.

QU: ...(203)..

AN: Definitely. I go home and he's there and the..(204)'s written down on his..(205).. he thinks I'm four or whatever. I mean it's only recently when I've gone home he's sort of said - Oh, shall we go down the pub for a drink? He'd never had said that like in the first two years of university. You should have seen him in my first year, you know ..(208).. I got home at Christmas and my mum said - Look at the state of you, you better get yourself tidied up (?) for when your father comes home for Christmas...(210)..

QU: So you're his little girl?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Tell me about this first sexual relationship and why you decided to have it?

AN: Yeah, well it was, actually I met him on holiday; it always sounds really dodgy doesn't it - 'I met him on holiday when I was 17'! In Majorca, no, I was 16 when I met him. He actually came from Scotland, so like, I just thought, right, I was just dead philosophical about this, I thought, right, I'll just have a good time, and whatever. He was 18. We just sort of used to like ..(217).. go off to the bar, and get ice-creams and that type of thing. It was really nice. And then he said - It'll be my 18th birthday, so if you want to come up, and bring your sister - because my sister had been with us as well, and he had a younger brother. So they were sort of jumping in and out of the pool, whatever they were doing. And he said - if you want to come up then, come up. So I said to my mum - What do you think? I want to go up. And she said - Well, yeah, go up if you want to. And I thought - Alright, I'll go up.

QU: Regretted that?

AN: Oh I know, we went up on the train and it was really tedious ..14 regional..(226) - What are you doing on this train for? - Anyway we arrived; it was lovely. And it was after the party actually, his 18th birthday, and we just sort of, we were going home, I was in the car with him, my sister was going home with his parents or something, I can't remember. And we just drove to the beach, oh God, this sounds really corny doesn't it? We just went to the beach; it wasn't actually very romantic, it was in the car, I mean, God! What an experience, wow! So anyway, I was dead scared, I was like..

QU: You were scared?

AN: I was terrified, terrified. Not terrified that I was going to get hurt, I don't think, just scared, I thought - Oh, do I really know what I'm doing? That sort of thing. And I wasn't on the pill, or anything like that. So I sort of said - Hang on, hang on a minute. He must have been prepared or whatever, because he took a condom from his pocket. That's what made me think - Oh, you know, does he expect this? And I thought - Should I do it if he expects it? Am I being taken..

QU: Were you quite aware of it?

AN: Yeah, at the time I was, you know, that's what I thought, then I thought - Oh, what the heck. Some time, it might as well be now than never.

QU: And you were interested?

AN: Oh yeah, definitely.

QU: At this age were you confident of your own body?

AN: Yeah, I think so, yeah. I said I developed quite young, so I'd sort of got used to it by now. I wasn't really bothered, you know.

QU: So you weren't inhibited? Most people have fears about their own bodies?

AN: Yeah, I mean it didn't really matter with me, because he'd seen me lying around in a bikini for two weeks, so it wasn't quite so bad.

QU: So did you enjoy it?

AN: Umm, I can't really remember it actually; I can't remember whether I'd been drinking or whatever. I don't think I really enjoyed it. Everybody sort of says - Is that it? It seems to be a lot of people's first experience. I suppose he wasn't very experienced either, you know. I don't think that I was the first girl that he'd ever had sex with, but he definitely wasn't very experienced. Reflecting on it, it was a quick sort of in and out.

QU: He wasn't really thinking that...(260)..?

AN: No, I don’t think so.

QU: Did you understand that it could be pleasurable for a woman as well, that a woman got pleasure in different ways?

AN: Yes, sort of, but not really in depth knowledge about it, I just sort of knew vaguely that women can have orgasms or whatever.

QU: Is this from reading magazines?

AN: Yeah, things like that, and problem pages..that I read the problem page..(271)..have orgasms sort of thing. But not really like, an experienced man would tell how to(?)wards that, and how to stop. I just thought maybe it would happen every time.

QU: When you were younger had you explored your own body at all?

AN: No not really.

QU: Is that because you didn't know you could?

AN: Yeah, I don't know really. I'd sort of stood in a mirror and had a good look and whatever, but not really, no.

QU: I didn't know it was a possibility.

AN: No, no, I didn't.

QU: Did the relationship carry on after you went home?

AN: Yeah, I saw him, that was in the August, and I saw him until Christmas; I went up a couple of times, and he came down a couple of times. And the same sort of thing.

QU: You carried on having a sexual relationship?

AN: Yeah. And then I just thought this was a bit silly. I'd started to do my 'A' levels and I just thought this was silly, you know, all those lovely men at college! And I'm on the train to Scotland every month or whatever. But it was a mutual decision. I phoned him up and said - This is stupid, you know. I still liked him..(292).. send him a Christmas card and go away in the summer or whatever.

QU: So you didn't have any romantic illusions?

AN: Oh no, there was no like, 'this is the one', the one relationship. No, I don't think so. Especially when I got to college, and everyone else was meeting all these lovely men. And I thought - Ooh, you know. And they all said - You know someone in Scotland, do you? That's not really a good idea is it? And I thought, it's not really is it?

QU: Have you ever been involved in those romantic ideas, about meeting the right man and having sex would be an important part of that?

AN: Oh yes, I suppose when I was younger like at 14 or 14 and a half type of thing, you know, I was looking for a man, and that was it. And then I thought - Oh no. I had some older friends actually who lived in the same village as me, and I used to play hockey for the village, and I knew them from there. And they used to go out and say - Have you got a boyfriend yet? And I'd go no. And they go - Don't bother, it's not worth it, you'll have a fab time later on, all these men'll be.. I suppose in a way they did rid me of any romantic illusions I might have had about the one and only man for me.

QU: So you expected there would be quite a lot of people in your sexual life?

AN: Oh yeah, yeah, I didn't have any illusions really.

QU: ...(320)..

AN: ...

QU: That's better for you?

AN: It's better, I think so.

QU: You could still be with the guy from Scotland.

AN: I could be, God forbid. I'd probably get (322).. the train tickets for Scotland.

QU: You had been taking precautions, would you have slept with anyone without using contraception?

AN: No way, no way.

QU: So you realised how important that was?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Had you heard anything about AIDS at this point?

AN: No. I didn't really hear much until, it must have been sixth form, the first time I heard. It was just wild hysteria in the papers and everything, which...(331).. has passed a bit now, hasn't it, people are being a lot more sensible. But that must have been about the first time I heard about it, the sixth form.

QU: What was your reaction then?

AN: At the time I'd been going out with a lad for about, over a year. Actually, I've never slept with him or anything, I just like never felt that it was right or whatever, d'ya know?

QU: This was after..?

AN: Yeah, I'd finished with GRAHAM in Scotland. It was a funny relationship actually, ...(340).. we'd shout and yell, and chuck things at each other, and not bother about each other for about a week, and then be back together again. In a way it was a friendship rather than a relationship. But everyone used to say 'OLLY and TERESA', you know, we were always invited everywhere together, and it was always ...(344).. and we sat next to each other...(345).. that sort of thing you know. But I never felt the urge to sleep with him.

QU: Was that your decision?

AN: Yeah, he was always saying - well, you know, shall we? And I was going - no, I don't want to. He was like - What's wrong with me then! And it caused an argument.

QU: He'd say - what's wrong with him?

AN: What's wrong with him, yeah.

QU: He didn't say that there might be something wrong with you?

AN: Oh no, no. He was saying - What's wrong, you don't fancy me - and all this. And I've never had any problems before, and this, that. And I just said - Well, you know, like it or lump it really.

QU: Why do you think you made that decision?

AN: I don't know, I just don't think I really felt that committed to him or anything. I was just enjoying myself and enjoying having him as a friend really.

QU: You didn't feel any pressure that you should(?)nt have a sexual relationship?

AN: No. It was difficult as well because I mean he lived at home, I lived at home, we were at college all day, and there was never any time or anything. So it was quite difficult.

QU: So when you first heard about AIDS you were in a relationship that didn't involve any risk, so it didn't apply directly to you? Did you think it affected heterosexuals then?

AN: No, not at first. I thought it was homosexuals, drug-users and that's it really.

QU: Has your opinion of that changed?

AN: Yeah, definitely now, yeah.

QU: How did that change?

AN: Just from the press, and the media, and watching TV programmes on it really. Reading newspaper articles.

QU: Has it changed your behaviour in any way? What you actually do?

AN: Unfortunately no, not really, I suppose it ought to have. I mean when I first came to university, I started going out with a lad in the first year. I knew all about AIDS by now. And I was his first girlfriend, so I thought - Right, well I must be on a safe one here, I must be on a safe one here. So I was on the pill by now. My mother had actually got round to broaching the subject, and suggested it might make sense, suggested it might be a good idea if I went on the pill.

QU: So your mum suggested it?

AN: Yeah. I'd been actually about three months before to the doctors, because I used to have very painful periods, and they said - Alright, we'll put you on the pill if you want, but have a good think about it. And he told me about possible side effects and what (?) he thought about it. And my mother said - If you're going to university, I think it would be a good idea now rather than, you know, when it's too late.

QU: Were you shocked by your mum saying that?

AN: Quite yeah, I thought - Oh! That's my mother, what's she going on about?

QU: (?) You'd thought she'd been using condoms then?

AN: Yeah. She never stopped to think that I might have already had sex. She just thought it would be a good idea before ..(395).. anyway. Packed me off to the doctor again, and he said - Yeah, I'll prescribe you for painful periods. And I didn't have the courage to tell him - No, no, I want it for contraception. Anyway that was me on the pill.

QU: It might have been easier for him to deal with.

AN: I think so. He was a bit old and doddery, you know. And then I went to college and met this lad, and I started sleeping with him after I'd know him for about two months, I think I must have been, six weeks, two months. As I say I was first girlfriend, and I went out with him for quite a long time. In fact I only finished with him in November last year. So it was quite a long relationship. With various breaks in between. 

QU: Was he your one sexual partner for that time?

AN: He was, yeah.

QU: So again you felt reasonably safe?

AN: Oh no, apart from a brief dalliance, in France when I was abroad, but I mean that was very brief, a couple of weeks type of thing.

QU: You would see that as a natural thing for you to do, have relationships on holiday?

AN: Yeah, I never told anybody, I told my best friend about it, and I said - Do you think I ought to tell LUKE? She said - Oh no - she said - for God sakes, it's only two weeks, it’s not worth it. I wasn't racked with guilt or anything, I just thought - If I was in his place, would I want to know, and I thought maybe I would, you know. Just for things like AIDS.

QU: Did you use protection with this man in France?

AN: No.

QU: At the time, you weren't thinking about that sort of thing?

AN: No, not really.

QU: But you were on the pill?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Do you think being on the pill makes it more difficult to say..

AN: Will you use a condom? Yeah, definitely. I mean I'm going out with this lad now, I really don't know what I'm doing with him, because he's so..I hate him..you know I mean he's lovely as well. But I mean he won't use a condom because I'm on the pill.

QU: You've asked him?

AN: Yeah.

QU: What are his reasons for refusing?

AN: He says, I can't remember, something like - Well, if you're on the pill, we don't need it for contraceptive reasons. And then - I'm not likely to have AIDS anyway, am I? - or something. Like..(436).. type of thing. And he's not slept not that many girls, only a few, but I mean a few's enough to have AIDS isn't it?

QU: One's enough.

AN: And I said - Well, it's not necessarily you that could have AIDS, it could be me. He said - Oh well, I shouldn't think so. Death wish or something?

QU: Does that worry you within the relationship?

AN: No, not really.

QU: It doesn't seem to be a serious risk that you're taking?

AN: No, no. I haven't actually noticed that much of a change in the behaviour of my friends at university since the AIDS thing. A lot of them have still had drugs and different..(449),, that type of thing. I don't know why; it doesn't seem to be affecting them.

QU: You don't think you're enough at risk to make your boyfriend use a condom?

AN: Mmm.

QU: Why did you first bring the subject up?

AN: I don't know, just cos, I don't know really; I'd been reading an article or something about it, and it just said 'with every new partner'. So I just thought - Well, this might be a sensible decision now. So I sort of said ..(461)...yeah.

QU: So what sort of person would you say the risk was too great to take?

AN: Oh, somebody who was sleeping around. And I know he's not, and he knows I'm not so.. Or probably someone who was bisexual I suppose.

QU: What would you call sleeping around?

AN: I'd call sleeping with maybe two other people on a regular basis, or maybe one girl here and there ..(472).. But I mean I know he's not like that, anyway he's not like that.

QU: So you feel it's not a risk?

AN: No, that’s right.

QU: How about the future, do you expect to stay with this guy?

AN: I don't really know actually. Realistically, I don't think so. I don't really want to, d'ya know. I don't really know actually, it’s difficult to say. It depends what I'm doing. I mean I think if I go to France, I'll definitely start being a bit more sensible..(484).. there's an AIDS risk in Europe. So I think I'll be a bit more sensible when I get there.

QU: If you find yourself in the situation where you want to have sex with someone, and they didn't want to use a condom, what would you do, would you do any different than you've done now?

AN: Oh well, I mean I'd definitely say - Oh well, that's it then; you either wear a condom, or I'm out the door. The thing is as well, you know the lad I'm going out with now, I've known him since the first year so I've known what he's been like, d'ya know? Who he's been around with since the first year, so I know that he's not had it away with a different girl every night, or whatever. But..(499)..when I leave university I'm not gonna know people, so it'll just be like..(501),, - you wear a condom or you don't come anywhere near me.

QU: Does 'safe-sex' just mean using a condom to you?

AN: Yeah.

QU: It doesn't mean anything else?

AN: No.

QU: For instance, safe sex can also be not having penetrative sex, which is the dangerous part. Would you have a sexual relationship that didn't include that?

AN: I'm not sure really,

QU: Or that wasn't the centre of?

AN: I suppose probably it would be possible, I don't really know, never having been (?) with a girl... I suppose if you're both willing to, if you're both prepared to give each other pleasure in different ways, then I don't see why not. For myself, I'm not sure.

QU: How important is penetrative sex to your sexual pleasure?

AN: Oh, it's quite important, I'd say, yeah.

QU: In terms of your stimulation, having orgasms, penetrative sex is necessary?

AN: Yeah, I think so, yeah.

QU: So you wouldn't be particularly happy..?

AN: No, not particularly, I don't think. So for me, I'd say safe-sex is wearing a condom.

QU: You said you know men who don't like using a condom, is that because they say they have less pleasure?

AN: Yeah.

QU: What do you feel about that?

AN: Well, I don't know whether this is true or not, you know, they might be trying to spin me a line; all this about, what is it they say? 'Women are jelly', and things like that, trifle and ...(533) and whatever. Seems like, you don't know whether they're spinning you a line or whether it's true.

QU: You've had sex with and without using condoms, does it make a big difference to you?

AN: Not to me, no. But it might do to them, I don't really know. But like I say, if I'm going to start being more sensible from now on, where it's just..(541).

QU: Do you think the men you've had experience of take contraception and risks like AIDS and other STDs seriously?

AN: Well, the lad I went out with last, I was his first girlfriend, he was deadly serious about contraception; he was absolutely terrified, you know, I was his first girlfriend, and he was terrified of getting his first girlfriend pregnant. And he took it quite seriously. And the one I'm with now, I mean he takes contraception seriously; I'm not allowed to mention the word baby in his presence, you know, he has forty fits and goes up the wall or whatever. It would absolutely be his nightmare if I said I was going to have a baby. And STDS as well, he's not really too bothered about them, you know. He just doesn't seem to bother about that.

QU: Do you resent having to take the full responsibility for contraception by being on the pill?

AN: Oh yeah, sometimes, because I have like water retention quite bad, and I go - Ph...(563-564).. And he says - you're alright, you know. I go - I'm not, I'm not, I've put on weight, and it brings you out in spots, and all this! And I have a right moan about it. And then there were all those reports about it increasing cervical cancer, and God knows what else cancer. And I'm going - You know, it's really not fair that we're taking all this responsibility and increasing our risk of cancer at the same time.

QU: What was his reaction to that?

AN: I don't know, he's very apathetic about that sort of thing, you know, he's: You're gonna die, you're gonna die sometime, you know.

QU: 'Why don't you do it then?'

AN: Yeah, you get on and do it.

QU: Have you ever thought of coming off the pill?

AN: Well, it’s just too convenient to be on it, I think at the moment. Like I say as well, I did have very painful periods so..

QU: How long have you been on the pill?

AN: Since I was 18, so I'm now 21.

QU: Have you ever had a break from it?

AN: No.

QU: So you don't actually know if you still have bad periods?

AN: No, I don't, no.

QU: But you are fully aware of the risks?

AN: Oh yeah.

QU: You're obviously an assertive, confident person, do you find that you are often in control of the relationship?

AN: Mmm, especially my last relationship. I was horrible to him; I was a real cow, you know, all my friends used to say - God, I don't know why he bothers with you. But I knew that he thought I was wonderful...(599).. and I just couldn't do anything wrong. And I treated him really badly sometimes, like we'd go out in the evening.. I suppose in a way, we always used to go out in a group of people, and I used to know everybody there, all the lads, and I'd be like jumping around and flirting with them all type of thing. (?) DAN's the lad sitting there in the corner waiting, and then we'd go home, you know, and it would like a bad mood. And I'd say - What's wrong with you then? And he'd say - Oh, you're always flirting with the others and not speaking to me, type of thing. But I'm just a dead social person, d'ya know what I mean? I suppose sometimes I did do it on purpose, because I could see him sitting in the corner getting more and more jealous ...(611).. and I did it, you know.

QU: I think you need to explore in relationships..

AN: Yeah, and I was definitely the dominant partner in that relationship. And now, the relationship I've got is a real (?) heart struggle, whatever you want to call it. Like I said we're not really that suited, we're both a bit too, want our own independence, and at the same time want the other one to be always relying on us, that type of thing. Thinking, you know... (622).. But, yeah, I mean we'll go out, I mean people always say - God, when you're out together you never speak to each other - and it's true, we don't. We always speak to people wandering around, we never like go to bed together or whatever. I mean I have conversations in bed with him, you know; I hardly speak to him at any other time really. Loads of people have noticed that. 

QU: You say it's a hard struggle in terms of your wider relationship, is there a power struggle in your sexual relationship?

AN: On no, not really, it's fabulous; it's the best sex I've ever had.

QU: Is this why the relationship's important to you?

AN: Yeah, probably. If I wasn't sleeping with him, I don't think I'd still be going out with him quite frankly.

QU: What makes it the best sex you've ever had?

AN: He's really considerate and erm...willing...!

QU: That's quite important isn't it!

AN: No, I mean I go round there quite a lot, and it's probably about three or four times a week..

QU: That you have sex?

AN: Yeah, and if I'm round there at the weekend it's sort of an all-night session. It's not just a quick get-it-up, stick-it-in.

QU: Which is what it has been in the past?

AN: Which is what it has been, yeah.

QU: Is he more interested than partners you've had in the past about your stimulation?

AN: Yeah, definitely.

QU: Is that something quite new for you?

AN: Yeah, it is really. I mean the first time I ever went to bed with him I thought - God, is he ever actually going to get round to it!

QU: Do you think you're finding out new things about your body?

AN: Yeah.

QU: Do you find that you enjoy sex more now?

AN: Oh yeah, definitely.

QU: Can you talk about sex in detail, what you want, and what you like?

AN: With my partner? Oh yeah, he’s always saying, you know - Do you want to try something else, or, do you want to try something new? It's quite an open relationship, and when we're in bed, like I said, we're always talking to each other; we don't talk to each other at any other time! You know - 'What do you two do? Just go to bed with each other'!.. (678)..he's talking to his mates or whatever. But in a way, having been in that relationship where someone was always like waiting for me in a corner or whatever, giving me looks and saying, you know – ‘Come and speak to me, please' - I'm quite glad now, because I don't really want somebody to be smothering me. So it's a good relationship, you know. And it won't last, simply because I don’t think we've got that much in common, apart from good sex really. And he’s doing an MSC..(692)..

QU: Do you think having a very good sexual relationship will make you very demanding in the future?

AN: I think so. I think I'll probably be disappointed with some, you know, if they don't measure up, which is unfair.

QU: Do you think it is unfair?

AN: I think it is unfair; some people are better at sex than other people. Or perhaps more aware of maybe that women want something else, rather than just a quick roll-on, roll-off. And if ever I went to bed with someone and they just rolled on and rolled off, I'd be quite disappointed, and if I didn't know them, especially if it was the first time I went to bed with them, I'd find it quite hard to actually say to them, you know, well, will you try something else, or whatever.

QU: Do you think it's very difficult for a woman to criticise like that?

AN: Yeah, I think so, yeah. I've been asking loads, because I read a survey that said, I can't remember how many percentage of men would hate it if a woman really showed him sex, type of thing. I mean I was quite shocked. I thought that nowadays most men would love it, you know. Would be dead flattered. And I thought of asking the men I know - How would you feel? - And most of them said - Oh no, no way, I'd bet she was a slag. And I was going - What! I don't believe this, you know, so-called liberated men who are my friends. They said that they'd find it quite, that the woman had taken a more domineering role in the relationship than perhaps she should have. And I was quite shocked at that.

QU: Has that affected what you think you might do, would you be worried by being called a slag by a man?

AN: Yeah, yeah, that's it. I mean I think perhaps if I was going to go to bed with somebody else, I'd be a more submissive woman, and lie down on my back sort of thing.

QU: Would you be disappointed with yourself if you did that?

AN: Yeah, I would I think, yeah. Because I've learnt a lot about sexual relationships with this partner now, and he doesn't care at all; I can sort of leap on him at any time of the day..

(end of side 1: 746)

QU: You should have sex to please yourself and to express yourself. The idea of 'normal' sex stops women from being able to say what they like sexually, normality is very one-sided. You said that AIDS isn't a big consideration with you, and you're not scared of it.

AN: No.

QU: Do you think maybe you should be?

AN: Oh I know I should be, yeah. When I spoke to a friend about it, she said - Are you and NEIL using condoms? And I said no. And she said - Well, do you think you ought to be? I mean she was being quite righteous about it, but that's because she can't take the pill because she has an allergy, that would aggravate it. So it's quite easy for her to be righteous, and tell everybody that she's using condoms, but she's got no choice with her partners. But I sort of said - No, I haven't really thought about it, and I suppose it's quite an irresponsible attitude really. It's not easy, no. We've sort of talked about it, at least we've discussed it. And I thought - Oh, we've got discussing it out the way, now let’s get on with it, you know. But my mum would be horrified if she knew I was doing all this without using a condom, she really would.

QU: The risks are impossible to quantify; nobody knows how many people can be unlucky. Do you think it has altered the way you think about sex in any way? Has it complicated your sexual future?

AN: Not really, I don't think so. Like I said, with future partners I think I'll definitely be using condoms. It hasn't really affected me.

QU: It hasn't made you look for a more steady, monogamous relationship?

AN: No, no, no.

QU: That is one effect it can have on people. If safe-sex is too difficult to deal with, the alternative is to get a relationship where you don't have to take that into account.

AN: My sister's been living with her boyfriend for a year and a half now, I mean she's looking at it ..(780).. Fear of AIDS is one of the reasons why she's taken that decision.

QU: Do you think that's sad?

AN: It's quite sad really, you know, because especially as she's only 20 now, so in a way she's thrown away some of the best years of her life by living with him. I mean she's just like a little housewife, she's happy doing it. But I just, she’s dead clever though, and she could be at university. And I know when she comes to stay with me, she always looks as if, you know ..(786).. and chats to all the men type of thing. And I drag her away and say - Think of ANDY, think of ANDY. You know, poor ANDY, sitting at home, watching telly on his own. But she loves it, and she could be having a fabulous time at university herself. She's not really ambitious really, I don't think; it's a shame, she should be, she's clever and everything.

QU: Were the social and sexual elements of coming to university an important part of it for you?

AN: Yeah, definitely. I mean it's getting away as well from my mother, you know, she was starting to stifle me a bit.

QU: ...(794)..

AN: Yeah, and obviously it was quite clear, all this had become quite clear now that my sister's her favourite, and I'm obviously my dad's. I mean when we were little there was no favouritism; we were both brought up quite fairly. But when I go home, she's always on about TANYA this, TANYA that, TANYA the other. And ..(798).. you know, type of thing. So it was getting away from home as well. But yeah, it's the just social life, and the boys; men and boys, men and boys - just waiting!

QU: It's great that you can feel that sex is a positive thing for you. Are the types of relationships you have important in terms of your identity?

AN: Oh yeah, definitely.

QU: And is this something you always intended and expected to do?

AN: Yeah.

QU: So you didn't have any AIDS education at school?

AN: Not at school, no.

QU: So where..?

AN: Media, that's it really. And when I was in France there was just a massive campaign going on, before it really, huge billboards and things. But everywhere they were, and adverts on TV all the time, I mean in the morning, not just like in the evening after nine o'clock. They were on all the time. And there was paranoia, you know.

QU: Was there a big difference between the types of messages they were giving out in France and the ones you were getting in England?

AN: Yeah, there was a lot here, wasn't there, based around drugs and things. There was hardly anything in France; it was all sort of AIDS is sexually transmitted, and don't sleep with this person, don't sleep with that person type of thing. There was a lot of adverts on TV with young people just talking about it, and saying, I can't remember but, AIDS won't..(821).. I can't remember. It was quite good, but there was nothing about drugs or anything.

QU: Do you think you've been given enough detailed information from the stuff that you've seen?

AN: Yeah, I think so. I don't know how many people actually bother to read the articles; they probably open the paper, go - Oh, God AIDS again, and turn over, don't read it, and it might be saying - It's now transmitted by such and such a way, but people just sort of think - Oh, you know. Because I think after a while a lot of people got fed up with media; it was hysterical at one point, wasn't it? You kiss somebody, you might get AIDS, you know. It was like there was all these rumours going round, you know, don't drink out of the same cup.

QU: Would you know if something like oral sex had any risk attached to it?

AN: Yeah, it has some risk, doesn't it? There was a report I read the day that was saying that.

QU: So if a partner wouldn't use a condom, and you decided not to have penetrative sex, but to have oral sex instead, would you think that that was reasonably safe?

AN: Reasonably safe, yes, safer.

QU: Than penetrative sex?

AN: Yeah.

QU: That's the sort of information that isn't given out. And it's quite important that it is because people are going to have to make choices about different sexual acts. Mostly the information talks about different types of people - Don't have sex with this type of person. But it's very difficult to identify them.

QU: It says - Don't have sex with bisexuals, but you just wouldn't know, would you? It's not the sort of thing you'd ask someone either, the first time; you go - Oh, are you a bisexual? They might be touchy about it.

QU: When you have a relationship, at what point would you first have sex? Would you be happy to go back the first time and sleep with them?

AN: Probably not the first time, no. Perhaps it's just instilled thing that maybe nice girls don't sleep with men on the first date. I don't personally see much wrong with it but, I don't think I would; I just think it, I don't know, a lot of men that have said - oh she's a slag, you can get away with her on the first date. And a lot of men have that sort of attitude. So I don't think the first date, probably, maybe three or four dates or something.

QU: Does it worry you what men might say of you, being classed as a slag or a tramp?

AN: Yes, it does worry me, because I'd like to know whose standards they're measuring by, because obviously it's a double standards thing. It's alright for the lads to go out and bonk all women in sight ..(861)..

QU: So even though you recognise that, does it still worry you being labelled?

AN: Oh yeah, yeah, because I mean most women now recognise there are double standards, there's not much really you can do about it, but I'd hate to think people were calling me a slag or whatever.

QU: Do you think if somebody did, you'd have the confidence to take it up with them?

AN: Oh yeah, definitely.

(end tape: 867) 
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