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A Concept /Use of Temporal Search Engine

Prol MONIKA ARORA
Department of Computer Science
Apcejny School of Muangement
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ABSTRACT
As ufc come to ::eiy t}.ﬂ the World Wide Web as a primary information resource maintaining
:::::‘Ol:: and hisiories of documents becomes important for every project. If the document
con!e:.' , then a.ne can take the previous version of document consider for the change. Since
= m;‘an easily change on a pagg-. kaving an archive of temporal implementation versions
sy mpage afows users to maintain the content of their bookmarks instead of simply the
50, with a recorded document ki 1 ] :
bR pd hiistory to compare versions of Pages over time to see
;'hr: roleof Tmp?ml .S‘afrr.h Engine tracks these changes and a\ttmw a user to keep record
.ltgia an archive ‘specyy:qg a date range. The Temporal Search Engine collected and

time calculation change and Temporal Sea ]
reh Engine prototype model,
Keywords: Temporal, Temporal search Engine, Temporal index, history of documents

Introduction

The World Wide Web is emerging a lot . The content is not =
ﬁlﬂr'but also the people who are using it. The website is ;yulyn:micpo t;t::lgstz‘::’c: |
onc use. A search engine technique gathers and provides you the relevant and §
searchmt ipionnauon. It is like a snapshot of the Web, ‘However, conventional _

engines only return results for the current state of the Web but they do
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Also the content of bookmarks would not be lost if a page is removed or changed
considerably.

This concept rot only facilitates to take backup but also fast in retrieving the
updated documents. It also facilitates the intranet organization where cne can
always maintain and the supervisor can keep the track to the subordinates, It is
also helpful to the backup mechanism where your older version is always saved.
As add the archive document, A temporal index is updated every time a new
day. The constructing the index however is a server side process that can take
place without users noticing. This indexes decreases in retrieval time is important
to users wishing to utilize the system.

Temporal Knowledge is based on distinction between time points and time
intervals. They propose that treating time intervals as an ordered pair with a
beginning and endpoint as a primitive. It depends on defining operations over
this data type, such as T occurs before S or T oceurs during S. The concept of
intervals is treated, as grouped time points are basics temporal systems. Time
Transaction Databases is the semantics of temporal, or time transaction. In
databases, time intervals are called sfates and time points are called events. States
are then delimited by events. Information in a time transaction database is
called a fact. Transaction time deals with when the fact is current in the database
or when a fact was actually added to the database, This information cannot be
changed and would be automatically created when facts are entered in the
database. Retrieving facts with queries returns a fime-slice of the database,

For example if a document corrupted, so instead of that document that is lost.

Instead of restarting you have to manage with the just previous version of the

There incremental tree assumes that a user will attempt to retrieve more recent
facts, The implications of temporal information can be vastand difficult to handle.

As new information is added, it must be related to previous facts about how
they work together. There are many possible temporal relations between just
two pieces of information. With the continual addition of new facts to a database
it becomes impossible to track the temporal relations between all of them.
Information retrieval delves deeper into document histories and temporal aspects
of documents; we will need to incorporate more of the work that has been
developed for databases. The ability to efficiently retrieve records from a database
is very closely related to information retrieval over a set of documents. =~

Source Code Control Systems Source code control systems are important
when trying to maintain software projects, especially for commercial purposes’
that need a reliable working version while developing an improved, but unreliable,

[97]
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version between the different files, Code control systems have laid an excellent
groundwork on how to version files. Some of these techniques, which catch,
hold of the versioning of online documents. This technique is a method for saving
storage space since you only record versions thal have been modified and read.

Tracking Versions: There are a variety of techniques that have been used to
track the versioning of documents, There are two primary levels at which to
add versioning support for documents. The first method stores version
information as part of the document, allowing any program, most likely a web
browser, to determine how recently the document has been modified. The second
method employs an external system to manage document versions. Since they
already store the documents and information about documents for general
viewing, Web servers ideal for this activity. A proxy based server, or any client
side history tracking, works well for an individual that wishes to track their
own web surfing,

Version Management: There is also an edit-based management that is similar
to SCCS and RCS, in that it stores the original and only the changes. The server
and proxy systems simply store the entire document when new versions are
found, which is the approach taken in the Temporal Search Engine.

Implementation Model of Temporal Search Engine
The basic Temporal Search Engine altered the spider, index, and retrieval
components to support the notion of time. It also utilized a database to aid in
tracking different versions of web pages and to assist in the retrieval process.
By maintaining an archive of collected documents and comparing them to newly
collected ones, it is possible to create a searchable history. Figure 1 gives an
overview of the Temporal Search Engine.

Splame
Tenpord
i Cotncted page Detasase
Pl e ;
4 iy ! I:-
Files :
fag Guoary sod Range = <
Sie b
Wets Oty
Engne
3 s > 2H 1 " +
Pigms Pl B r
I Systeen A rchitecture Overview) R it o - o
» ORISR A i |
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A spider is a program that gathers data from the World \’E’ide Web. ’l't}e spider
{akes a given URL and follows all hyperlinks found, creating a mirror image of
the site. However, the basic spider will only retrieve web pages and store l‘hem
v directories. We have added a wrapper to the spider for extra functionality.

By keeping the most recent versions, we can compare the newly collected page
(o previously collected pages for the same URL to see \?hether or not any
differences are found. The spider is run once a day and, if it encounters anew
page, it adds the page to the database. When the spider 'ﬁnds a previously
collected page, it performs a diff check against the stored version and the current
version. If there has been a change, a new entry is created in the database and
the current version is stored, as Figure 2 details.

- Web Pages Com parigon
Spides with DI
Stored
Versiors
Diredtory to
be indexed
Dalabase
Sy
(Figure 2 — Spider Functions)
N '

Otherwise, the epider will discard the page and continue onwards. Files are
named by using a unique identifier, assigned in ascending order, and then they
are stored in sub-directories denoted by their date.

Archive Description meTempora.lSearchEngineumwdmgl_measﬂxe
backend to store information about all versions of the collected web pages.
Alﬂaoughﬁ:isinfmmaﬂoncwldbestoredinaddlﬁonﬂﬁles.mmmﬂ:mg

fields to track information: the URL, the date spidered, and dmﬁlenameT liy
mddngmmm‘meﬁhhdﬂvaﬁonsﬁadmmt&omaupw :
date spidered field is stored to determine, during retrieval, whether or not a

page is within the range specified by the user. Finally, the filename field is used

during retrieval to display a page to a user. Thedaubmmmismpq;gg
as follows: T EREIR BN W5 - - : S
,“‘ a : e
S TR
TR A e R
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Description Field Datatype Exampl
Uniform Resowce Locator URL Sting | Witp:///iwww.abc org
Date whenthis file ; ;
Solcsiring date_spidered String 20050322
File rame wed inindexing Filename Sting 91 hml

(Table 1: Database Overview)

In addition to the database, a version of each page collected is stored. The
database is used to keep a record of the collected pages, but the pages themselves
are stored in a publicly accessible directory. The pages are then displayed during
the retrieval process.

Indexiung: Ouce a site has been spider, we have create an index of the pages. An
index is an easily searchable dictionary of the information contained in the
archived web pages. The end result of pre-processing is generaling a list of
keywords that are in each document. The user’s query words are matched against
the keywords and the documents containing these words are returned as results.
The indexing process takes the entire raw data archive and outputs a structured,
searchable file. All of the keywords from the collections are stored in one file.
These keywords link to a file containing the list of documents in which these
keywords occur. This system is called an inverted file structure.

The two files created for the index, are called the Dicticnary file and the Postings
file. A hash table data structure is used to store the Dictionary, which allows
for O (1) retrieval time. A Dictionary record has three parts: a word, the number
of documents the word occurs

in, and the offset in the Postings

file. A Postings record has two i Al N
parts: the file name and weight
of the word in that file. The :
Postings file stores these fixed ety
length records in sequential o] . .
order. As seen in Figure 3, this o [0 42 g
setup allows us to search based
on words and easily retrieve any
given file in the archive along
with the importance of the word
in that specific file,

ule
L

l

%
i

I
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i

{Figure 3 Dictonery/ Postrgs Fiie Retsomrip)

Error!
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i . i «d a separate index for each day that
The pilot Temporal Search Engine created a separa ~Fo e e

archived. Creating the index in this fashion causes a pro
:?\?ch we will describe shortly. The final directory structure crea_led by the

system is shown in Figure 4.

The indexer must be run daily to create a new dictionary and posting files from

: : it
i \ed by the spider. Once an index has been created for a day i
R 1 built in the future, The drawback, however, is

joes not need to be modified or re : : T
(thal weights of documents are not caleulated across the entire archive, but just

the individual day’s index.
indexed_Fages !

“ ' v % Y 5
[owomz | [wrwem |
| | |

1 hml 1. himl ;:3:
2 him| - 2 html 3.'““'
Fhtml 3 htm! -
iction iefion Dictionary tat -
Dictionary.tx Dictionary fxt _ 3
P"o;:rqzt:t Postings txt Postingsixd
(Figure 4 - Pilot Inde x Direciory Structure)
Retrieval Functionali Engine
i i The final component of the Tempon.;i Search
s been indexed, a quick

i i hanism. Once the web pages have
s i3 sedtosearchtheindexesmdremmacwm“emhs.

ided i i i them as
i f th es are divided into directories for indexing, we use :
glur;c:rzinﬁ:e aseﬁ When we need to return a page o a user, findings in which
day it was archived and display the appropriate page.

am i dexsystanishyaeamhklgmfndex&omlhem
I?E?hmfmw‘m. error occurs d“““gum Since each
dnfshda&lyindhdummﬂmmwnmm qwofonb d pages
will not appear in the index for that day. If we take the approach searching
wermemngeenmredbyﬂleusenpagesdutdomtspeuﬁmﬂymmthm
the range will not be shown. lnFsgm'es.wemseethatnispodblmm e
avaﬁdremlt;ifthequmngeisspedﬂedtobemamm %
not return the results the March 22 as that invalid. =~ = . '

retrieval scheme must be u
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93::3;3?‘1. Start Date: 2007 03 23 End Date:
e—ry—
20070322 ¢ 20070323 2007 03 24
Index ] Indn x Index
v
Dict
Post

Onty 2007 05 23 snd 2007 03 24 would be accessed

(Figure § — Search Error)

The Temporal Search Engine also supports the ability to review all versions of
a docurpent. any two versions can be compared and the differences between
them Wl]l. be displaycd. When a query is returned, a check is made to see if
other copies of a page exist. If they do, a link is added beside the result to allow
the user to access these versions. With the URL stored in the database, a
document history can be retrieved without difficulty. This allows a user to examine
all versions of a document easily, if they so desire.

Allowing users to view the changes between documents is also in the Temporal
Search Engine. Another use of the diff function allows us to determine the
chan.ges between two versions of a document. By pulling both pages from the
archive and comparing the two, we can then create a patch of the changes. The
user can easily see the differences since the old information is struck through -
in red and the new additions appear in green. , r

Lastly, there is a sort option that enables the user to decide how they wish to
see the results. Users can sort by relevance, returning the highest rated pages.
They can also sort by date, returning the most recent pages. This allows the
user to easily search for fresh content if they wish. I /AT
d s Yo ) v W i )
Implementation Model The indexing and retrieval are the two important
aspects of the Temporal Search Engine. Our goal was to decrease retrieval

by
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times for queries for the end user. By creating atemporal index instead of multiple
daily indexes we can eliminate the necessity of looping over the enlire archive
and improve the accuracy of the return results by considering weights of words
over the entire documents set. Temporal Index Firstly, we have modified
how many indexes are created and used in the system. The modified approach
creates a single index over the entire archive. A temporal index simplifies the
retrieval process, as we will see momentarily. Since every document is included
in one archive, we must have a way to distinguish on what day it was archived.

By combining a directory name, which includes year, month, and date of archival,
and a filename we can create a unique ideniifier for each file in our archive, This
is an important aspect for speeding up retrieval and vital for the range based
searching. Also, with this alteration the same spidering scheme can be used
without modificatics because there cannot be a repeat filename in a single day.
Figure 6 shows the new filenames stored in the Postings file.

Fllename weignt
ZO0TUSZZ_Ba TR Uz |
2O TOEZY_SA T UnEs
2070804_1T9Rml | 0023
2007TGZ7_15 reml ks 1§

[FMB—WImKPmSHEl!

Retrieval from a Temporal Index: By moving to the temporal index, retrieval
can avoid the brute-force search required by multiple indexes. When retrieving
from a single index with embedded dates, we remove the need to repeat the
same query across multiple Dictionary files. A single lookup is required in the
Dictionary file, and then from the Postings file all documents with a query word
can be retrieved. Wepuseﬂ:emmrdsﬁnmﬂ:e?osﬁngsﬂemﬁud_ﬂleqm
the file was archived and the filename. Using the date we can filter files that are
in the user’s specified range. The filenames and dates remaining are then passed
askeystdﬂ_ledatnbasewreuievetheum.todlqﬂaynnﬁlemﬂtspage. The
beneﬁtsof&ishnplanmhﬂonbeomncmhnpormntasmesimufﬁleardﬁ?&
and the number of days the spider is run, increases. .

[103]
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Proposed Layout /Screenshots

The following are proposed Layout /screenshots of the four major pages of the
Temporal Search Engine. Each page is intended for simple easy design, without
overloading the user with unnecessary information.

By Date: The opening search page is featured below where the user may enter
the query. They can control the start and end date of their query range, which
by default are the beginning and end of the archive. The default sort option is by

relevance (Figure 7). A Results screen will display a link to the archived file, the

relevance of the document, the day the file was archived, and the original URL.
To the right side, if a file has more versions a link will appear which allows the
user to retrieve those versions

Fig: 7:First Proposed Screen Layout

By document The All Versions page will allow the user to see what day each
new version was archived, along with a link each vession of the file. They also
can select two of the files and compare the differences between them. If it shows
File 2 superimposed onto File 1. The red material that is struck through only
occurs in File 1. Green lines only appear in File 2. Everything else shown
appears in both files. Images are not saved by the archive and cannot be seen.
This can be tested on any public site. The websites were selected based on an
update schedule ranging from low to medium to high. After seeing a minimal
mbiﬁtyhﬂ:eﬁrstmmlected,weaddedﬁwmoresitﬁonmmm
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create a higher versioning rate. On the bases the websites can be seen as that
have a low update frequency, which means most of their pages should appear
only once or twice in the archive. On the other hand sites like www.pbs.org
have a high updaie rate with almost daily changes to all pages. The documents
of the extension can be seen. No of documents updated day wise.

Conclusion

This paper, described a Temporal Search Engine that supports queries over a
user specified range of days It also concluded that the only accurate search over
such a system is by starting at the beginning of the archive, It also utilizes a
temporal index to improve retrieval times.

An unforeseen benefit of the temporal index system is the reduced storage
requlrernents due to the single dictionary file. Since the weight of words in each
document is across all documents in the archive, a more accurate representation

_ is given with a temporal index.

The Temporal Search Engine only supports storing full copies of new versions,
even though the changes could be minor. By pulling from the RCS separate,
reverse delta technique, it could reduce the space need to store the archive
considerably. This smaller storage may also allow for more efficient indexing of
documents, since only the changes would need to be re-indexed.

This application also brings into question on where the Temporal Search Engine
would be most effective. With rapidly changing large sites, constant addition
and modification of pages would cause the archive to grow to an incredible size.
The Temporal Search Engine may be better served over smaller sites that update
less ﬁ'equently Testing the efficiency and archive size versus site size and update
rate is a viable research consideration. This should also consider the i image
amendments also
¥
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