
Include medical ethics in the Research Excellence FrameworkInclude medical ethics in the Research Excellence Framework
W M Kong, B Vernon, K Boyd, R Gillon, Bobbie Farsides, G Stirrat

Publication datePublication date
19-07-2011

LicenceLicence
This work is made available under the Copyright not evaluated licence and should only be used in accordance
with that licence. For more information on the specific terms, consult the repository record for this item.

Citation for this work (American Psychological Association 7th edition)Citation for this work (American Psychological Association 7th edition)
Kong, W. M., Vernon, B., Boyd, K., Gillon, R., Farsides, B., & Stirrat, G. (2011). Include medical ethics in the
Research Excellence Framework (Version 1). University of Sussex.
https://hdl.handle.net/10779/uos.23389574.v1

Published inPublished in
BMJ

Link to external publisher versionLink to external publisher version
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.d3968

Copyright and reuse:Copyright and reuse:
This work was downloaded from Sussex Research Open (SRO). This document is made available in line with publisher policy
and may differ from the published version. Please cite the published version where possible. Copyright and all moral rights to the
version of the paper presented here belong to the individual author(s) and/or other copyright owners unless otherwise stated. For
more information on this work, SRO or to report an issue, you can contact the repository administrators at sro@sussex.ac.uk.
Discover more of the University’s research at https://sussex.figshare.com/

https://rightsstatements.org/page/CNE/1.0/?language=en
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.d3968
mailto:sro@sussex.ac.uk
https://sussex.figshare.com/


MEDICAL ETHICS

Include medical ethics in the Research Excellence
Framework
Wing May Kong chair, Bryan Vernon general secretary, Kenneth Boyd vice president, Raanan Gillon
vice president, Bobbie Farsides member, governing body, Gordon Stirrat member, governing body

Institute of Medical Ethics, Old Bussage, Gloucestershire GL6 8AT, UK

The Research Excellence Framework of the Higher Education
Funding Council for England is taking place in 2013, its three
key elements being outputs (65% of the profile), impact (20%),
and “quality of the research environment” (15%). Impact will
be assessed using case studies that “may include any social,
economic or cultural impact or benefit beyond academia that
has taken place during the assessment period.”1

Medical ethics in the UK still does not have its own cognate
assessment panel—for example, bioethics or applied
ethics—unlike in, for example, Australia. Several researchers
in medical ethics have reported to the Institute ofMedical Ethics
that during the internal preliminary stage of the Research
Excellence Framework several medical schools have decided
to include only research that entails empirical data gathering.
Thus, conceptual papers and ethical analysis will be excluded.
The arbitrary exclusion of reasoned discussion of medical ethics
issues as a proper subject for medical research unless it is based
on empirical data gathering is conceptually mistaken. “Empirical
ethics” is, of course, a legitimate component of medical ethics
research, but to act as though it is the only legitimate component

suggests, at best, a partial understanding of the nature of ethics
in general and medical ethics in particular. It also mistakenly
places medicine firmly on only one side of the
science/humanities “two cultures” divide instead of in its rightful
place bridging the divide.
Given the emphasis by the General Medical Council on medical
ethics in properly preparing “tomorrow’s doctors,” we urge
medical schools to find a way of using the upcoming Research
Excellence Framework to highlight the expertise residing in
their ethicist colleagues. We are confident that appropriate
assessment will reveal work of high quality that can be shown
to have social and cultural impact and benefit beyond academia,
as required by the framework.1 2
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