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Table 1: National party income, by country and party family 

Country/ 

Party family 

Mean income of 

national party 

head offices 

Mean party 

income per billion 

euros of GDP 

Party income per 

registered voter 

Percentage of 

party income 

from direct 

public subsidies 

COUNTRY     

Australia  17,510,742 (4) 15,757 (4) 1.19 (4) - 

Austria  12,521,560 (5) 40,165 (5) 1.96 (5) 79.88 (5) 

Belgium  6,919,590 (12) 17,687 (12) .86 (12) 75.41 (12) 

Canada  15,152,621 (5) 11,200 (5) .62 (5) 34.20 (5) 

Czech Republic   8,016,845 (5) 50,390 (5) .95 (5) 48.14 (5) 

Denmark  3,501,990 (8) 13,934 (8) .86 (8) 44.13 (8) 

France  60,888,527 (2) 28,987 (2) 1.41 (2) 43.90 (2) 

Germany  60,701,745 (7) 21,764 (7) .98 (7) 35.35 (7) 

Hungary  2,378,244 (4) 23,844 (4) .29 (4) 81.63 (4) 

Ireland  3,178,000 (4) 18,065 (4) .99 (4) 68.50 (4) 

Israel  2,494,406 (10) 11,986 (10) .44 (10) 81.24 (10) 

Italy  28,827,778 (5) 17,739 (5) .61 (5) 53.75 (4) 

Netherlands  4,508,672 (10) 6,997 (10) .36 (10) 36.26 (10) 

Norway  10,072,069 (7) 26,812 (7) 2.77 (7) 69.16 (7) 

Poland  5,324,045 (5) 13,566 (5) .17 (5) 54.90 (5) 

Portugal  7,102,583 (6) 41,164 (6) .37 (6) 74.17 (6) 

Spain  45,787,541 (5) 43,220 (5) 1.28 (5) 67.85 (5) 

Sweden  10,378,283 (7) 24,526 (7) 1.42 (7) 71.29 (7) 

UK  12,716,844 (7) 6,262 (7) .28 (7) 8.76 (7) 

PARTY FAMILY     

Christian Dem/Cons. 21,386,021 (30) 29,083 (30) 1.13 (30) 55.9 (28) 

Social Democrats  25,570,184 (24) 34,076 (24) 1.49 (24) 51.4 (23) 

Liberals  8,108,648 (21) 12,673 (21) .65 (21) 47.2 (20) 

Greens  5.738,709 (13) 8,653 (13) .42 (13) 54.8 (12) 

Left Socialists 6,883,071 (11) 16,183 (11) .49 (11) 60.4 (11) 

Far Right  7,188,960 (12) 17,060 (12) .81 (12) 77.9 (12) 

Overall mean  14,177,811 (118) 21,069 (118) .94 (111) 57.50 (113) 

Beta (Country) .702*** .569** .663*** .745*** 

Beta (Party family) .309*** .445*** .416*** .253* 

Model R2 .593*** .491 .572*** .643*** 

 

Note: All amounts are expressed in Euros (using historical exchange rates as quoted for December each year in 

http://www.oanda.com/currency/historical-rates/). The Beta and Model R2 statistics are from Multiple Classification 

Analyses, with country and party family as the independent variables. *** = p<.01, ** = p<.05, * = p<.10. Figures 

in parenthesis refer to the number of parties. Note that subsidy data for the Australian parties are missing; it is 

known in general terms that Australian federal parties are only reimbursed for certain election expenses by the state, 

but we do not have any Australian data from a general election year, and are thus obliged to treat the country as 

missing for this variable. 

http://www.oanda.com/currency/historical-rates/


Table 2: Number of full-time party staff, by country and party family 

 

Country 

Average number 

of full-time paid 

staff in head 

office  

Head office staff as 

percentage of party 

members  

Average number of 

full-time paid staff 

in legislative party  

Number of 

legislative staff 

per MP  

COUNTRY     

Australia  20.8 (3) .04 (3) - - 

Belgium  30.5 (10) .12 (10) 11.9 (8) 1.0 (8) 

Czech Republic  28.3 (4) .17 (4) 2.8 (4) 0.1 (3) 

Denmark  9.0 (4) .80 (4) 23.3 (4) 1.6 (4) 

Germany  77.0 (1) .12 (1) 726.8 (6) 7.0 (6) 

Hungary  12.0 (1) 1.50 (1) 57.8 (4) 1.1 (4) 

Ireland  27.0 (3) .15 (2) 32.1 (5) 1.9 (4) 

Israel  12.5 (2) .60 (2) 24.3 (3) 4.5 (2) 

Italy  64.0 (4) .01 (4) - - 

Netherlands  44.5 (2) .12 (2) - - 

Norway  19.4 (7) .10 (7) 24.5 (7) 1.7 (6) 

Portugal  1.0 (1) .02 (1) 38.0 (6) 2.3 (6) 

Spain  105.6 (5) .09 (5) 37.7 (5) 0.8 (5) 

Sweden 35.8 (8) .12 (8) 37.3 (6) 1.1 (6) 

United Kingdom 93.1 (7) .12 (7) 3.2 (5) 1.2 (5) 

PARTY FAMILY     

Christian Dem/Cons. 56.9 (15) .10 (15) 161.7 (14) 1.9 (13) 

Social Democrats 80.3 (13) .08 (13) 111.6 (12) 2.0 (12) 

Liberals 31.6 (12) .11 (12) 65.9 (12) 1.8 (12) 

Greens 11.6 (10) .26 (9) 62.9 (9) 2.9 (8) 

Left Socialists 34.1 (4) .13 (4) 89.5 (8) 2.7 (8) 

Far Right 18.1 (6) .10 (6) 23.2 (6) 0.8 (6) 

Overall mean  49.2 (60) 0.12 (59) 95.3 (61) 2.0 (59) 

Beta (Country) .541 .940*** .863*** .897*** 

Beta (Party family) .465 .084 .137 .244*** 

Model R2 .448 .914*** .766 .854*** 

 

Note: The Beta and Model R2 statistics are from Multiple Classification Analyses, with country and party family as 

the independent variables. *** = p<.01, ** = p<.05, * = p<.10. Figures in parenthesis refer to the number of parties. 
  



Table 3: Party membership, by country and party family 

 

Country Year Electorate 

Total party 

membership 

Total membership as 

percentage of national 

electorate (ME) 

Australia 2013 14,722,754 231,000 1.57* 

Austria 2011 6,333,109 853,518 13.48* 

Belgium 2012 8,008,892 385,729 4.82 

Canada 2011 24,257,592 201,000 .83 

Czech Republic 2011 8,415,892 147,000 1.75± 

Denmark 1980 4,079,910 149,640 3.67 

Germany 2012 61,946,900 (2013) 1,317,550 2.13 

Hungary 2011 8,034,394 86,120 1.07 

Ireland 2013 3,245,348 (2014) 69,653 2.15 

Israel 2011 5,278,985 351,672 6.67± 

Italy 2011 47,126,326 2,106,025 4.47± 

Netherlands 2013 12,689,810 308,846 2.43 

Norway 2012 3,641,753 161,811 4.44 

Poland 2013 30,762,931 241,544 0.79± 

Portugal 2011 9,624,425 281,307 2.92± 

Spain 2011 35,779,491 1,494,001 4.18± 

Sweden 2011 7,123,651 (2010) 252,632 3.55± 

UK 2014 46,502,545 (2015) 559,457 1.20 

Mean: latest readingb 

Eta squared:  
 18,754,147 (18) 

 

501,337 

.408**** 

3.45 

.268** 

 
Note: Data for all but the most recent readings are from Van Biezen et al (2011). ± Indicates that period of 

comparison is approximate because data come from various years (eg, data for some parties in a given country are 

for 2011, while for others they might be for 2010 or 2012). No data from earlier years are available for Australia, 

Canada or Israel. France has been excluded because membership data are only available for two parties, which is too 

few from which to calculate a meaningful national total or M/E ratio. Mean for latest readinga' is based only on the 

15 countries for which we have consistent time series data across all periods; mean for latest readingb is based on all 

18 countries for which we have PPDB data.    

  



Table 6: Average individual membership by party family 

 

Party Family 

Mean party 

membership  

Mean ME ratio 

 per party  

Christian Democrats/Conservatives  158,094 (29) .93 (27) 

Social Democrats  130,727 (24) .76 (23) 

Liberals  35,634 (21) .37 (20) 

Greens  14,141 (13) .11 (13) 

Left Socialists 30,353 (10) .24 (10) 

Far Right 36,171 (14) .42 (12) 

Overall mean  

Eta squared 

85,263 (111) 

.134*** 

0.56 (105) 

.083 

 

Note: Figures in parentheses refer to the number of parties. Eta squared refers to the between-groups variance 

explained by party family differences. *** = p<.01.  

 

  



Table 7: Party congress frequency (per party statutes) 

 

At least once per 

year 

Between 1 to 3 

years Every 3 years Every 4-5 years 

45 37 10 16 

42% 34% 9% 15% 

     
Note: N=108. 

  



Table 8: Party leader position (statutes and practice) 

Party Political Leader: percent yes) 

May help select deputy leader 

May summon party officials 

21.0  (94) 

31.6  (95) 

May summon party congress 

May attend party executive 

May attend party congress   

May appoint at least 1 member of party executive    

22.1  (95) 

93.6  (95) 

91.6  (94) 

  7.2 (114) 

Party leader must consent to coalition agreements   5.3   (95) 

Is designated as the party’s external representative 41.1   (95) 

Is explicitly accountable to the party congress  27.4   (95) 

 

Note: Figures in parentheses refer to the number of parties. 
 

 

  



Table 9: Index of leadership strength 

 

Index Frequency Percent 

1.0 3 4.9 

2.0 7 8.6 

3.0 31 38.3 

4.0 18 22.2 

5.0 10 12.3 

6.0 4 4.9 

7.0 7 8.6 

 Sum 80 100.0 

 

Note: This is a composite index constructed by adding together the total number of leadership rights referred to in 

Table 8. Each ‘right’ is coded 1; where the leader does not have a right, it is coded 0. Note that where a leader is not 

statutorily accountable to party congress it is coded 1. The index has a theoretical range running from 0-9, although 

empirically it only runs from 1 to 7. 

  



 

 

Table 10: Leadership strength and other party organs, bivariate relationships 
 

 Correlation N 
Executive size  .245** 78 

Congress frequency .257** 74 

Number of party members .294*** 80 

% of seats in national legislature .215* 81 

 

Note: *** = p<.01, ** = p<.05, * = p<.10. N refers to the number of parties.  

  



 

Table 11: Mean: party leader strength index, by party family 

 

 Mean Score N 
Christian Democrats/Conservatives 4.1 21 

Social Democrats 4.1 19 

Liberals 3.7 16 

Greens 3.1 8 

Left Socialists 2.8 9 

Far Right 4.5 6 

Overall mean  

Eta squared 

3.8             

.110 

79 

 

 
Note: Eta squared refers to the between-groups variance explained by party family differences. N refers to the 

number of parties.    
 

 

Table 12: Descriptive statistics of IPD-index-scores 

 N Range Min. Max. Mean 
AIPD (assembly-based) 121 0.71 0.26 0.97 0.63 

PIPD (plebiscitary) 117 1.0 0.00 1.00 0.31 

Source: PPDB Data Set I 

  



 

Figure 1: Frequency distributions of AIPD and PIPD indices 

 

 
 

  



 Table 13: Mean values of IPD by party family  

 

Party family 

Assembly-based  

IPD index 

(AIPD) 

Plebiscitary 

IPD index 

(PIPD) Sum Difference 

Christian Democrats/ 

Conservatives 

.59 (30) 

 

.26 (28) .85 .33 

Social Democrats .67 (24) .45 (24) 1.12 .22 

Liberals .63 (21) .35 (21) 0.98 .28 

Greens .73 (14) .32 (14) 1.05 .41 

Left Socialists .60 (11) .12 (11) 0.72 .48 

Far right .55 (14) .22 (13) 0.77 .33 

Overall mean  .63 (114)   .31 (111) 0.94 .32 

Eta squared .106** .094*   

 

Eta squared refers to the between-groups variance explained by party family differences. Figures in parentheses 

refer to the number of parties. ** = p<.05, * = p<0.10. 

 

  



Table 14: Distribution of assembly-based and plebiscitary IPD scores by country 

 

Country Assembly-

based IPD 

index 

(AIPD) 

Min. Max. Range Plebiscitary 

IPD index 

(PIPD) 

Min. Max. Range 

Australia .64 (4) .61 .71 .1 .38 (4) .0 .67 .67 

Austria .46 (5) .34 .74 .4 .0 (5) .0 .0 --- 

Belgium .71 (12) .55 .94 .39 .6 (12) .25 1.0 .75  

Canada .68 (5) .64 .71 .07 .57(5) .33 .67 .34 

Czech Rep. .64 (5) .67 .77 .1 .0 (3) .0 .0 --- 

Denmark .57 (8) .30 .78 .48 .15 (8) .0 .5 .5 

France .41 (2) .31 .50 .19 .5 (2) .5 .5 --- 

Germany .71 (7) .54 .84 .3 .25 (7) .0 .5 .5 

Hungary .69 (4) .51 .78 .27 .06 (4) .0 .25 .25 

Ireland .72 (5) .59 .91 .32 .13 (5) .0 .67 .67 

Israel .56 (10) .38 .88 .5 .39 (9) .0 1.0 1.0 

Italy .49 (5) .26 .71 .45 .67 (5) .33 1.0 .67 

Netherlands .77 (10) .56 .97 .41 .45 (10) .0 1.0 1.0 

Norway .75 (7) .73 .78 .05 .18 (7) .0 .5 .5 

Poland .49 (6) .4 .57 .17 .0 (5) .0 .0 --- 

Portugal .44 (6) .37 .48 .11 .25 (6) .0 .5 .5 

Spain .39 (5) .36 .44 .08 .07 (5) .0 .33 .33 

Sweden .62 (8) .54 .79 .25 .09 (8) .0 .25 .25 

UK .78 (7) .63 .96 .33 .63 (7) .33 .75 .42 

Overall mean .62 (121) .26 .97 .71 .31 (117) .0 1.0 1.0 

Eta squared .517****    .485****    

 

Note: Eta squared refers to the between-groups variance explained by country differences. Figures in parentheses 

refer to the number of parties. **** = p<.001. 

 

 

 

  



 

Table 15:  Correlations across dimensions 
 

 

Note: *** = p<.01, ** = p<.05, * = p<.10. N=70. 

 AIPD Leadership Strength 
Leadership Strength -.280** 

 

 

% Party Income from State -.206* 

 

.388*** 

 

Party Income/GDP -.202* 

 

.251** 

 

Membership/electorate ratio -.143 .171 
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