
The populist politics of Euroscepticism in times of crisis: comparative
conclusions
Andrea Pirro, Paul Taggart, Stijn van Kessel

Publication date
09-06-2023

Licence
This work is made available under the Copyright not evaluated licence and should only be used in accordance
with that licence. For more information on the specific terms, consult the repository record for this item.

Document Version
Accepted version

Citation for this work (American Psychological Association 7th edition)
Pirro, A., Taggart, P., & van Kessel, S. (2018). The populist politics of Euroscepticism in times of crisis:
comparative conclusions (Version 1). University of Sussex. https://hdl.handle.net/10779/uos.23459582.v1

Published in
Politics

Link to external publisher version
https://doi.org/10.1177/0263395718784704

Copyright and reuse:
This work was downloaded from Sussex Research Open (SRO). This document is made available in line with publisher policy
and may differ from the published version. Please cite the published version where possible. Copyright and all moral rights to the
version of the paper presented here belong to the individual author(s) and/or other copyright owners unless otherwise stated. For
more information on this work, SRO or to report an issue, you can contact the repository administrators at sro@sussex.ac.uk.
Discover more of the University’s research at https://sussex.figshare.com/

https://rightsstatements.org/page/CNE/1.0/?language=en
https://doi.org/10.1177/0263395718784704
mailto:sro@sussex.ac.uk
https://sussex.figshare.com/


Table 1. Summary of populist Eurosceptic cases and their impact 
 

Case Populist Eurosceptic 
parties1 

L-R positioning of 
parties Relevant crisis Dominant 

Eurosceptic framing 
Eurosceptic frame 
diffusion2 

Impact 
Euroscepticism on 
party system3 

France National Front (FN) • Right 
• Migrant crisis 
• (Brexit) 

• Cultural 
• Socioeconomic 

Moderate Moderate 

Germany Alternative for 
Germany (AfD) • Right 

• Great Recession 
• Migrant crisis 

• Socioeconomic 
• Cultural 

Low Low 

Greece 
SYRIZA • Left • Great Recession • Socioeconomic Moderate Moderate 
Independent Greeks 
(ANEL) • Right 

• Great Recession 
• Migrant crisis 

• Socioeconomic 
• Cultural 

Low Low 

Italy 

Northern League 
(LN) • Right • Great Recession 

• Migrant crisis 
• Cultural 
• Socioeconomic 

Moderate Moderate 

5 Star Movement 
(M5S) • Ambiguous • Great Recession 

• Migrant crisis 
• Socioeconomic 
• Cultural 

Moderate Moderate 

Netherlands 
Party for Freedom 
(PVV) • Right • Great Recession 

• Migrant crisis 
• Cultural 
• Socioeconomic 

Moderate Moderate 

Socialist Party (SP) • Left • Great Recession • Socioeconomic Low Low 
Portugal Left Bloc (BE) • Left • Great Recession • Socioeconomic Moderate High 
Spain Podemos • Left • Great Recession • Socioeconomic Low High 

United Kingdom UK Independence 
Party (UKIP) • Right • (Migrant crisis) 

• Brexit 
• Socioeconomic 
• Cultural 

High High 

 
Notes:  
1 The list of populist Eurosceptic parties is non-exhaustive; it only includes the main parties who could be expected to advocate and, thus, instigate populist Eurosceptic views 
across discursive and electoral arenas.  
2 By frame diffusion, we refer to the ability of populist Eurosceptic parties to spread their critical framing of ‘Europe’.  
3 By impact on party systems, we refer to the electoral consequences of the populist Euroscepticism of reference. 


	The populist politics of Euroscepticism in times of crisis: comparative conclusions
	Table 1. Summary of populist Eurosceptic cases and their impact

