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Favourite things list:

Current favourite: Lots of Barbie dolls, one very best favourite, named Kirsty;
X box – donated to Tempest’s school because she has been naughty;
Samsung tablet;

Past favourites: Soft toy blue monkey with baby monkey attached, called Gillian and Liam, still a bedtime essential;

A baby doll that drinks from a bottle and wets her nappy (no photo – doll has been put away).

I phoned to say hello and arrange the interview on Nov 6 and dropped the information sheet round a couple of days later. Spoke to Kim, Tempest’s mum who said she remembered me and recalled taking part in the study and of course it was OK to interview Tempest. Kim tells me that Tempest is fine. She has just changed primary schools as she was getting into trouble at her old school, the school was in special measures and there were a constant stream of supply teachers and very few permanent teachers at the school. Kim is still working as a debt collector and has her own round on the estate, working for the same company as her mother.  

Interview is scheduled for 3.30pm when Tempest gets back from school. She is still in her uniform, a traditional looking grey skirt and cardigan with white shirt and grey and red striped tie. Like all the other interviews with this family, we are in the living room and there is lots of other stuff going on. Jodie is on the computer, Gillian is helping her and they are talking about a university application. Brian, Gillian’s husband is bobbing up and down stairs in his dressing gown, getting ready to work the night shift and going into the back garden for a cigarette. Tempest brings in her favourite things with the help of Kim. A large plastic crate full of Barbie dolls and little animals appears. Rifling through the box looking for her favourites, Storm pulls out a few dolls and begins arranging them on the floor and dressing them up. Her very favourite is a Barbie she has built a play scenario around. The doll has a job looking after other people’s babies and sometimes has so many babies to look after she has to organise helpers to assist her. I ask what the doll is called and she says Kim, her mom’s name. Later realise her toys mostly don’t have names as she gives them family names every time I ask. The doll and looked after babies area grows. Tempest arranges and rearranges them, changing their clothes, brushing their hair and sometimes admonishing them. ‘I might as well talk to a brick wall’ she says, quickly adding that Kim says that to her. Kim is texting/networking on her smart phone and laughs.  
Later the looking-after-babies area breaks up and a group of Barbie’s get ready to go to a party. They have their own car and a motorbike to take them there. Tempest gets them ready, asking me to help her chose shoes and accessories for the party posse. Should she wear the light pink or dark pink high heels? Off they go to another space by the door, in front of the cat-flap. The dolls are in excitable mood, tossing heads and hands in the air as they arrive at the party. Different toys are animated at different points. Tempest negotiates with them, whispering in their ear to ask if they are happy to have their photograph taken. After the party Tempest introduces me to the animals in the crate. She has favourites and they all have their own character. 
I ask about digital stuff and Kim tells me that Tempest has her own tab. I didn’t know what she meant and Tempest runs off to get it. It’s a Samsung tablet. There are rules, made and enforced by Kim who supervises playing, viewing and checks on the history. You Tube is not allowed. Tempest is well-practised in using her tab, moving round the touch screen with ease. Her favourite games are:
· Fish Adventures. A fish tank game involving moving fish around;

· A looking after pets game, feeding the dog, taking it for a walk;

· A guess the Disney character game involving recognising and choosing the right name for the fuzzy silhouette of different Disney characters

[Have tried to capture sound effects of computer games including bubbling fish, dog barking and tablet viewing sound at end of audio]

Tempest also likes Netflix where she can watch her favourite movies. She has quite a few and takes me to her favourite scenes. Watching a DVD before bed is part of her night-time routine. 
At the end of the interview Gillian and Kim tell me that Tempest is having trouble at the new school, getting into trouble, behaving badly and fighting with the boys. Gillian thinks she is copying Liam’s bad behaviour. They like the idea of me spending a day with Tempest and going to school with her.
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