Lorraine and Nkosi Hales   	Notes on Recursive Interview		20.10.2014

I took the train to London. On the 15 minute journey from Woodbridge to Ipswich, the man sitting opposite me took out his sketch pad and did a sketch of me, which he then gave me. A funny start to the interview day. Because of the sequence of trains I had to take, I was early so I went shopping in Islington before arriving at Lorraine’s flat at 4.30pm. As usual I went up in the lift to the 13th floor. Nkosi let me in, their dog was barking madly and jumping up and down behind the gate blocking the kitchen door. Lorraine made me a cup of tea and we went into the lounge where she said Nkosi and his sister were finishing their lunch. I wonder if she meant tea because they must have had lunch at school already. Nkosi had eaten his tuna pasta but his sister had refused and was finishing some toast instead. Lorraine and I sat on the sofa and chatted and drank our tea while they finished off their food. She talked about her plans to look for a new job. She’s fed up with her present catering job and wants to apply to be a health care assistant in a hospital. She’s also still doing her Access Course in English and maths with a view to training as a midwife. She said that if she can get a job as a health care assistant linked to a midwife this might mean she could skip a year because of having obtained relevant experience, and go straight to university. She has the maths on hold at present and is concentrating on English as she’s so busy doing 3 evenings and any more would mean the children hardly see her. Her husband isn’t working at the moment although he’s looking for work. It’s Half Term next week and she’ll want him to look after the children then as she’ll be working.

I set up the laptop on the dining table and Lorraine and Nkosi came there together and we sat around the screen. Nkosi’s sister was sitting on the floor watching the TV. Lorraine put on a Mr Bean movie for her which was also a bit distracting sometimes for Nkosi, as well as a little loud and I had to ask Lorraine a couple of times if we could have the volume down a bit as I was recording. We started by my reminding them that they had been in the Project for a very long time, since Nkosi was in his Mum’s tummy, and I described what we’d done and who’d been interviewed and also explained what an archive was, where his information is going to be stored. We talked about their new names and they were amused that they were Lorraine and Nkosi Hales. I said I thought Lorraine’s name was quite nice and she agreed.

I then showed them photos from the interview we did when Lorraine was pregnant – all the things that she had prepared for when he was born. She went through them, noting quite a lot that had been given away, but showing Nkosi the photo of his chest of drawers full of things, which he still has.  Then I read out a couple of quotes, one from M2 about her talking about wanting to teach Nkosi how to cook and we discussed this, especially as some of the photos from her Day in the Life from 2008 showed him helping to cut up things for a stew. I asked him whether and what he cooked and he said ‘salad’, but also helped with other things. The next quote was about her wanting 3 children before she is 30 – and it’s her 30th birthday in less than 2 weeks’ time. She agreed that she’d still have liked another one, but her health issues (she has damaged her womb) would not allow it. I also quoted her younger sister Danielle (her significant other) talking about helping her with Nkosi and her hopes that when she had children this would be reciprocated. Lorraine said that this did happen and Danielle’s children had just had a sleepover at her flat, or sometimes they collect each other’s children from school.  (Her youngest sister – the one who had run away from home at 16 years, is now 24 and has a baby boy who she often looks after too.)

We then moved on to looking at all the photos from Lorraine’s 2008 Day in the Life. It’s not on the website as she was so busy working at that time we could never fit it in so we gave her a camera and she took the photos herself and then we had talked it through shortly afterwards. We went through all the different pictures and Lorraine said that it brought back memories. I gave her the photos to keep. I asked Nkosi what he thought of all these photos of himself at about 2 years old and he just said ‘Good’ rather shyly. I asked how he thought he had changed and he quoted physical changes. He didn’t remember any of it and asked who drew the picture of himself on a drawing toy in one of the picture, which I think he did himself, but he did remember a big motorbike that he is pictured riding in the living room.

I then explained about setting up the F2F Project and the first part being the Favourites. We watched it on the laptop and Nkosi said it was ‘fun’ and wanted to watch and listen to all his different toys. He said he liked his voice.  Lorraine commented that most of these toys had been given to her sister’s children, or to her daughter. The only one he still has is the orange motor cycle that he had said he would always keep and give to his son or daughter if he had one.  I noticed that Lorraine was busy doing something on her phone while we were (supposed to be) watching the laptop, her emails I think, and I had to remind her that we also wanted her opinion and she said she was watching, although she continued to look at it as well as the laptop for a little bit longer.

Then we moved on to look at the Day in the Life 2014, and watched it all the way through. They didn’t comment very much, Nkosi sometimes saying for example ‘That’s my book’, when his exercise book came up on the screen, or ‘That’s T (his friend)’ when he heard him talking. At the end I said something else about preserving anonymity and Nkosi said his face could be seen when he’s reading a book so we went back to look at it again and it’s just one eye peeping round and Lorraine and I agreed that no-one could recognise him from that.  Nkosi said again that the website was ‘fun’ when he was asked, I felt that he didn’t really know what else to say. I asked if there was anything that they thought they might like to change or leave out and they said they were happy with it all.  Nkosi is now in a new class with a different teacher and it seems that Miss M, who features in the day in the Life, has gone back to Ireland. Lorraine commented that she was a nice woman.

I asked Nkosi what his favourite subjects at school were, and he said they are RE and science. Talking about time, he said that time went faster in the afternoon – which is reasonable, as they are at school for a shorter time in the afternoon. He particularly likes Wednesdays as they go swimming and then go home after they return to school.

We moved on to talk about the Curating Childhoods Project and that the mass Observation archive was where all this information was going to be stored. I said they may be consulted, and possibly invited to a workshop and Lorraine said that was fine, but if a workshop was on a weekday she wouldn’t be able to go as she’d be working.  They were both happy to be included in any further research.

After I switched off the audio we did the consent form. Lorraine and Nkosi looked at the items and Lorraine ticked them off, and Nkosi signed his name – he wrote his first name out and then wrote his surname over it. Lorraine had said the idea was that people couldn’t copy your signature. I then gave Lorraine her vouchers in a thank you card, and Nkosi his bag of chocolate coins and then Lorraine and I carried on chatting for another 20 minutes or so. She told me about her 30th birthday that was coming up and how she’s already booked a club in town for a meal and ordered a special dress. She showed me a picture of the sort of dress on her phone, which has to be specially made.

Earlier she’d shown me pictures of the three of them at Nkosi’s confirmation day in the Roman Catholic Church. Nkosi looked very smart in a white suit, his sister was also in white and Lorraine was wearing a very glamourous blue dress. She said there were about 50 people there at the celebration and that Nkosi had even made a little speech thanking everyone for coming – so he can talk, even though he wasn’t very talkative for this interview

We also talked some more about her health and her efforts to lose weight, seemingly a losing battle. She was meant to lose it to have an operation on her womb but never loses enough. She is big anyway, but says the weight doesn’t come off her hips and thighs, she just tends to lose it above the waist, and in her face and neck. But she says that she is healthy, she has good blood pressure which she takes every day. She walks to work and is also planning to go to a new gym that is opening up. Her own doctor is saying that maybe she shouldn’t have the operation, and someone she knows who has had it has experienced problems with their digestion ever since. 

Lorraine thought that she would return to the Caribbean one day, but not at present because of her course and the children’s education. She also said that they would like to get a house one day. Her husband did go back to the Caribbean for a while earlier in the year, but then came back here.  I took a few photos of the three of them (Lorraine, Nkosi and his sister) for myself before I left.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We all said goodbye. I said I would send Lorraine the DIL field notes soon to check, and she said she would send me a photo of her in her birthday dress. We had a hug at the door and I got the lift down. Then off to the Tube to Liverpool Street and the train home. Although Lorraine can be hard to contact sometimes, and quite brusque on the phone, but she is warm and friendly in person and I see her as a friend.


