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I: This is the favourite objects interview.
A: Okay.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I: Have you thought about which of the objects you want to talk about first, the one from the past or the present or the one from the future?
A: I’ll do the past.
I: Okay.
A: I erh (.) (laughs quietly) I am just trying to think.
I: (laughs).
A: I am determined to think of one, but I have got a maths test on Thursday-
I: Um hmm.
A: and I just haven’t been doing anything but revising for that so (laughs quietly).
I: What kind of things come into your head when you think about an object that would be from your past and from the present?
A: Erm (..) I was going to do a rabbit from my present, but she is probably from my present and the past.
I: Well that is probably quite a good object to choose then. Okay.
A: I will just do her for the past.
I: Um hmm. And (.) well, funnily enough, my next question is when and where do you use it and what for?
A: Er (laughs).
I: Which is an odd kind of question to ask about a rabbit. But yes, tell me about your rabbit.
A: She’s three and a half.  I got her in Year 6, so I was eleven. And we were doing -- I can remember because my hamster died then and we were doing this play, ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and I was just sitting backstage the whole time reading about rabbits. I was really excited.
I: Uh huh. 
A: So she kind of reminds me of that because it happened during that. 
I: Yeah so a great choice. So did you have to do quite a lot of persuasion- 
A: No-
I: to get her-
A: Cos (.) I like (.) I kind of wanted a dog for quite a long time. So because my mum wouldn’t let me have a dog she felt kind of bad so she, would like she easily let me have a rabbit.
I: Right (laughs).
A: So I think we both thought that they were kind of like having a hamster, but they are a lot harder (laughs).
I: What in terms of looking after?
A: Hmm.
I: Oh.  And you keep her in your bedroom.
A: Yeah.
I: Did you think about keeping her outside?
A: No (laughs) I would find that really weird for some reason. Even though people do I just find it like (.) weird because it is like you pet and they are not like with you. You just shove them outside. 
I: Did you get the hutch the same time as getting her, or has it been added to?
A: No she had a different one when she was a kitten. Like a small - one. 
I: Hmm. Wow. And how much time do you spend with her? 
A: Three hours at minimum because she needs that long to have exercise and I can’t leave her alone when she is out cos she tries to bite wires and stuff. 
I: Does she?
A: Yeah.
I: So spent three hours with her hopping about the house?
A: No she’s just, she’s just in here.
I: Just in your bedroom? 
A: Yeah. 
I: Right. So does she take a lot of grooming?
A: No-
I: No.
A: you don’t have to groom her at all. She just cleans herself.
I: Hmm. What’s her name?
A: Biscuit (laughs).
I: Biscuit (laughs).
A: Which is kind of embarrassing because people always ask her name and I am like, “Flapjack,” (quiet laugh). Erm yeah I got her in Year 6 so.
I: Why is it embarrassing? 
A: I don’t know (laughs). It just kind of is (laughs). It is just really like, “Oh yeah Flapjack.”
I: So it sounds a bit as though- 
A: It sounds a bit funny (laughs). 
I: as if a young person chose it?
A: Yeah.
I: Hmm. And so why is she important to you?
A: Erm because, well she -- I had her not very long almost four years. Like even though that is not very long it kind of is because like I got her when I was leaving Year 6 and going into Year 7 and erm I have had her all through secondary school. So (.) she’s like (.) yeah. 
I: And memories do you associate with her?
A: Well yeah like the play we did.
I: Yes.
A: And that was really fun. That was my favourite thing at primary school we ever did. 
I: Were you actually in the play?
A: Yeah.
I: What were you?
A: The Queen of Hearts (quiet laugh).
I: Ah were you.
A: Yes.
I: What was so good about that play?
A: I don’t know like I never really had a big part before, and now it would be my worse nightmare to have a big part, but then I like, that was all I ever wanted. So I was just so happy to have that part.
I: Oh wow. And did the performance go well?
A: Yeah.
I: Oh so good memory to look back on and it got you into rabbits.
A: (laughs).
I: And so she is always kept in your bedroom?
A: Yeah.
I: Was there a discussion about where to keep her?
A: It wasn’t really -- I don’t really know why, but we kind of just decided that, and that was kind of it. It was never really like (.) a problem.
I: Hmm. And did you think about, was it only a rabbit you wanted? You said you wanted a dog and you had had a hamster, did you consider anything else?
A: Erm I was thinking maybe a cat, but I am quite squeamish and you know how they like (draws in breath through teeth) bring in dead things (laughs)…
I: (laughs) Yes.
A: I don’t think I could cope with that.
I: You don’t get that with a rabbit.  Where did you get her from?
A: I got her from a breeder which I kind of - I mean I don’t regret it because if I hadn’t then I wouldn’t have her, but now I am kind of more against breeders erm because of all the animals in the re-homing places. But I wasn’t really aware of that because I was eleven.
I: Ah. Where would you have got her from if not a breeder?
A: I probably would have got her from Daisyfield which is – Do you know Daisyfield?
I: No.
A: It is the animal sanctuary it is just- it is near [Place name].  
I: Ah.
A: I am doing my work experience there. 
I: I see, I see. So now you are a bit more aware a bit more-
A: Yeah. 
I: of animal rights issues.
A: Yeah.
I: Okay, okay. Well I think they, I have been told there are good reasons for getting them from breeders. Because they are bred to be nicer-
A: Yeah-
I: and they have more human company when they are-
A: I just-
I: little
A: I’m kind of like (.) I always like (.) when people have like thorough bred like dogs I am really unfair with them. Cos obviously that is like really fine, but I am like, you shouldn’t have got it from there (laughs).
I: (laughs)
A: It is kind of mean, but yeah. 
I: When did that start – sort of thinking about –
A: Erm I think it may have been because I had this obsession with Daisyfield a couple of years back and I just sort of read about, erm you know, places like that a lot. I just found it quite sad.
I: Right. 
A: Since then I have been quite like into that kind of thing. I fostered a Staffie.
I: You fostered one?
A: Yeah
I: What does that entail? 
A: Well you -- basically you look after them because they are kind of like in kennels, and they don’t like it in there, so you look after them for a bit to give them a break.
I: Oh right. 
A: And I fostered one called Pringle. I have got a picture (gets picture). 
I: Oh. That’s a lovely photo. And a collar?
A: Yeah.
I: So do you do this on a regular basis?
A: No.
I Or did you just foster him once?
A: Yeah we just fostered her once. But erm –
I: For how long?
A: It wasn’t even for that long. I think for about a week. Erm I don’t know why I like her so much.
I: It was just a really good experience for you. 
A: It felt really nice to be giving her (.) like time out from the kennels. Because she had been stray all her life as well so it was the first time she had like been in a house. Yeah.
I: Ah. So do you know what happened to her?
A: Yeah she has been re-homed.
I: Ah but you don’t know where? You don’t ever see her round town? 
A: No it is not, it is not in [Town name] I don’t think.
I: Right. Wow. Awh. And did you take that photograph?
A: No it is from the website. 
I: Well it is a lovely photo. Hmm. And erm do you (.) I am just thinking there was something else I was going to ask you about that. Have you been going to Daisyfield a lot, or is it just that you read about Daisyfield the animal sanctuary and then have you done…?
A: No I used to go there like when I was really little, like six and stuff. Just like you know see the bunnies and stuff.  As I got older I was more interested in (.) you know, the animal rights and stuff. Erm yeah.
I: Right.
A: And there was a time when I would go there Saturday and Sunday every week (laughs)
I: Right, right.
A: Because I was like really obsessed. 
I: And can you go to help out, or do you just go to look round? I don’t know how it works.
A: You can book days I think, but normally you just walk round.  Yeah so I am doing my work experience there in May and I am just so excited about that.
I: So that will be the first time you have actually worked there?
A: Yeah.
I: So you have been interested in animals for quite a while by the sounds of it?
A: Yeah. It is funny because I used to be really scared of dogs. Then when I was, I can’t remember how old I was, very young we went to a relative’s house and they had a dog and I kind of just fell in love with it, and I have just been obsessed with animals.
 I: You totally lost your fear of dogs –
A: Yeah (laughs).
I: and you got interested in all animals?
A: Yeah.
I: What other objects might you have chosen for this?
A: Erm.
I: Do you have any others in mind?
A: Not really. No.
I: No? That’s fine. That’s fine. Do you hold onto a lot of objects from your childhood?
A: I have until quite recently. Because, like you know, I used to be quite like I would keep them all and stuff, but you know, my room was so cluttered I just got rid of everything. 
I: What did you do with it?
A: I sold it on Ebay.
I: Really?
A: Yeah.
I: Wow that is very enterprising did you make a lot of money?
A: I think I made about a hundred.
I: Wow that’s good. So what did you get rid of?
A: Erm I got rid of a keyboard (?) I good for my ninth birthday, something like that.  I got rid of a horse saddle I had. Cos erm I used to be obsessed with horses erm and I didn’t have a horse, but I had like everything else, the saddle and all the equipment (laughs).
I: Oh really? But you didn’t go horse riding?
A: (Laughs) No! And then I just like really didn’t know what to do with the saddle, so it was just shoved in my wardrobe. 
I: Right.
A: And so I thought, (quiet voice) ‘hmm I will try and sell it’. 
I: A horse saddle I imagine you got quite a good price for that.
A: Yeah. I think they might not have paid it or something. I can’t remember.
I: So when you were sorting through stuff, what did you decide to hold onto?
A: There was like (.) maybe stuff that had memories attached. Erm (.) and stuff that my mum would want me to keep as well. 
I: So what sort of things? 
A: Erm-
I: There is stuff that has memories attached, and there is stuff that your mum would want you to hold onto. Are they the same things?
A: Probably except for maybe like a couple of things, but I am not really sure what, but you know. Er and like mostly I got rid of big things (laughs) because you know-
I: To make space.
A: Yeah. 
I: And what sorts of things did you mum want you to keep?
A:  Erm probably (.) I mean she wouldn’t force me to keep anything, but she would probably be more like (.) wanting me to keep it. Things like from when I was a baby and stuff like that, erm that I might not actually be that bothered about. 
I: Right, but it is stuff that is in your room rather than kept by her?
A: Yeah, well she has got some stuff I think, but I think that box is full of stuff like from when I was younger. I think (laughs).
I: Right, and you didn’t even look at it-
A: (Laughs) No!
I: when you were clearing out your- hmmm. And did your mum nag you when you were clearing out your (room)-
A: No 
I: or did you just decide?
A: No she didn’t particularly want me to. Like she got me my keyboard, and she was more, not upset but like, “Oh,” because I was getting rid of it. 
I: Really? So why was that? Why did you get rid of your keyboard?
A: Because I used to have piano lesson until a couple of years ago, and then I stopped.
I: Ah. Oh.
A: And it was just taking up room. 
I: Ah right okay, that kind of keyboard. I thought you might mean a computer keyboard. So you knew you were not going to go back to the piano.
A: Yeah.
I: Hmm. Okay was there anything else that was difficult to get rid of, or did you just hang onto things?
A: Yeah I mean most things that would be difficult to get rid of would just be little things. Erm you know like presents and stuff. So I could just put them in boxes.
I: Yeah it is just very tidily organized here.
A: Thanks.
I: Yeah. Did you throw away stuff, or is everything you got rid of something that you could sell? 
A: Yeah mostly. I can’t think of anything I threw away apart from old bits of paper and stuff that I had like drawn on.
I: Great. So what kind of things do you think you are into now, that is a bit different from what you were interested in say a year ago?
A: Erm. One Direction (quiet laugh).
I: One Direction?
A: Yeah.
I: So when did that start?
A: Erm I think it was February 2011 (laughs). 
I: Ah you can date it how?
A: (Laughs) Cos you know I don’t really know. I can just remember it being February and it must have been 2011. I don’t really know why, but I can remember (.) just hearing one of their songs, I can’t really remember which one.  And I was like that was good, and then I was like listened to it, listened to it some more, and then slowly became obsessed.
I: So it was the sound of their music-
A: Yeah
I: that got you into it more than anything else. It wasn’t seeing them on television or anything?
A: Well yeah I heard a couple of their songs, and then I started watching interviews on YouTube-
I: Hmm.  
A: of them. Like every-- I can’t find any interviews now that I have not seen. 
I: Oh really (laughs)?
A: So erm- 
I: I imagine there is lots of material out there. And are any of your friends into them?
A: No they hate it when I talk about them, and they just tell me to shut up!
I: Really?  All of those, so there is no-one at school that you know directly?
A: Not really. I have got a friend who I can persuade to come with me to the film and stuff.  But she is not in to them.
I: Hmm. Hmmm. And so how did you interest develop? So I mean you listened to their music, watching interviews, and so on.
A: Erm I think I got Twitter.
I: Hmm hmm.
A: And then there are so many people that are like Fangirling about it. So it is just like when you talk to people who are like that too, you are just like more and more obsessed, and mixed with the interviews and the songs and it is just like (laughs)…
I: (Laughs) So how did you know with Twitter, how did you know how to find the One Direction fans?  I mean I know this is a really naïve question, but do you go to Twitter and type in One Direction?
A: I think (.) I followed One Direction in all their separate accounts erm at first because I didn’t really know how to use Twitter and then like if something got Re-Tweeted I would be like, ‘oh they look good’, and then I would follow them, and I would just be following more and more and now I am following hundreds (laugh). 
I: Oh I see, I see. Because you talked about that when we first met and I was wondering how you know who is a One Direction-
A: Well I mean your account is generally dedicated to er whatever you are interested in. 
I: Right so you have a description of it?
A: Yeah. 
I: That is how you can trace other people who have the same – right. So do you get questions-
A: You do yeah.
I: from Twitter all the time. And do you follow those?
A: Not normally no (laughs).
I: Oh right so it is more the links that you’ve-
A: Yeah right yeah.
I: worked out yourself. Right. Okay, right. And what about things that you have stopped being interested in, in the last year or so?
A:  Erm in the last year or so? (Sigh) erm I am not sure about in the last year or so but (.) hmm probably about when I was, like maybe, about eleven or twelve I had an obsession with (laughs) Oliver Twist - the musical which is a bit weird. And I was just like always going on about it, and I went to see the show in London, twice (laughs). Erm and then I just lost interest in it when I went to Year 7.  
I: Right.  It doesn’t sound very weird to me, but what did you like about it?
A: Erm I liked the Artful Dodger (laughs). Erm yeah I could just watch it constantly, and I could like recite the Artful Dodger’s lines (laughs).
I: Really?
A: Yeah. Erm but you couldn’t really find any fans of it in the same way.
I: Right. 
A: There were fans that were like adults who liked the musical-
I: Um hmm.
A: but not like in the same way I did. 
I: What was it about the Artful Dodger that you liked?
A: I don’t know really (laughs). I just liked the character. Which also sounds a bit weird because he is a pick- pocket (laughs). But I just had an obsession with him. It was a bit weird.
I: Oh he is very appealing though.
A: Yeah.
I: I mean I haven’t seen the stage musical, but is it – did you watch the film?
A: Yeah the most recent film is the one I watched the most.
I: Which is the most recent film? Who is in it?
A: Er well it is not recent but erm, is there, there might be a more recent, recent one I am not sure. Not the old one. Cos there is a really old one, and it is not musical.
I: Yeah (laughs). 
A: There is another one which is still old (.) but you know it is newer than that.  (With a sigh) I can’t remember the actors name, which I can’t believe because I knew it like (.) off by heart and stuff, but I can’t actually remember his name now. 
I: Oh wow that is interesting, and have you read the book?
A: Yeah. 
I: Oh right. Were you reading it at school or were you reading it anyway?
A: Yeah we, kind of like, did it as like a topic in Year 5.
I: Umm hmm.
A: (Year) 6, 6.
I: Right.
A: Erm yeah and they showed us the film, and I just got obsessed.
I: Oh right. Kind of came out of that.
A: Um hmm.
I: Yeah. But not any longer.
A: No. 
I: Do you think if you had found any more fans you would have carried on-?
A: Yeah definitely because I think that is what-- I think it is Twitter that does it. Because you might like you might like something, but then like if you go on Twitter it is just like mad because everyone else is on there liking it loads, and like Tweeting pictures, keeping you constantly up to date. So you just get like obsessed with it, you constantly know where they are, and stuff. 
I: Yes. Ah that’s interesting.  I remember last time you talked about, what did you call them sort of status updates?
A: Update accounts. 
I: Update accounts where they tell you where they are, and you know. And where are One Direction at the moment?
A: I don’t know actually because I haven’t been on Twitter today. 
I: Where were they yesterday?
A: I think at the moment they are in – I don’t – I am scared to say this because if I get it wrong then One Direction are going to hate me!
I: (Laughs).
A: I think at the moment they are in like London and the UK because they finished the tour, and now they are back home, and I think they have got a couple of months off before they go to the (.) Where We Are Tour. 
I: Okay. Right.
A: (Laugh).
I: Right (laugh) Erm well I think that is probably all my questions about your objects from the past and the present. 
A: Okay.
I: I will ask you if I can take some photos in a minute.
A: Yeah that is fine. 
I: But what about, what would you choose for your object for the future that sort of says something about you-?
A: Like now?
I: Well now and the future. 
A: Erm well that is the difficult one. The past one is much easier. 
I: Really?
A: Hm (..) Because you can do present, but the future is really difficult (laughs). Erm…
I: Well what would you say for the present then?
A: Maybe like something to do with One Direction (laugh). Maybe like that, or maybe the iPad (laughs).
I: Yep, yeah.  Okay (laugh). Okay. So and erm, why the iPad then?
A: Cos like everything I do is on here, like One Direction, Phan (spells) P-h-a-n (laughs)…
I: Why (spells) P-h-a-n?
A:Phan because Phan it doesn't mean ‘fan’- it is a completely different thing. Phan is Dan and Phil-
I: Ahh.
A: mixed together (laughs). 
I: Right, right, right, right. Okay. 
A: Erm-
I: Is that a development from last time we talked because you talked to me about Dan and Phil last time-
A: I don’t think I-
I: but you didn’t mention Phan.
A: Yeah. Phan is their ship (?) name and I did explain I think-
I: About yeah.
A: Erm yeah Phan is their ship name.
I: And do a lot, so a lot of Phans- erm a lot of people who like Dan and Phil want them to be in a relationship. 
A: Yeah, yeah.
I: Are they in a relationship? 
A: (.) Well technically not but that’s (.) well like everyone’s like-- most people that are ship Phans think that they are, but they are just not saying.
I: Hmm. 
A: Though technically not, but you know. 
I: I was just wondering about that. I checked them out after we met, and I was wondering if they were gay and in a relationship, or just two straight guys who happened to be-
A: Phil’s bi (sexual). 
I: How do you know that?
A: He used to go out with another You-Tuber called Charlieskies who used to be a girl, and is now a boy (laughs).
I: Oh right. Interesting.
A: Yeah.
I: Okay. Lots of fluid sort of relationships. Okay. So how did you get your iPad?
A: Erm well I think it was early Year 7. It was in Year 7 my laptop, I had a pink laptop, erm but it broke, and it was being fixed, but I kind of just decided to get an iPad (laughs). Er cos they are like really amazing (laughs). And yeah I have just kind of been- that (is) kind of what started all my obsessions because it so easy to like go on YouTube, and go on Twitter, and just like talk about things. 
I: Oh. So did you know iPads were that amazing before you got it?
A:  No (laugh). I just, I just thought it would be kind of similar to a laptop. But like obviously no keyboard erm, but yeah I am so pleased I got it (laugh).
I: (Laugh)  When you said you decided to get it, did you get it with your own money or did you ask your parents to get it? 
A: They paid for like half of it so… But I am also hoping to get an iPhone for my birthday which is on Friday (laughs).
I: Oh right okay.  That will be your which birthday?
A: Fifteenth.
I: Fifteenth yeah. So was there some discussion in your family about whether you could have an IPad, or whether you should get a laptop or some other device?
A: What happened was, my mum was looking up cheap laptops, and they are about the same price, a good laptop is about the same price so she just said, “Do you want an iPad?” and I said, “Yeah!”
I: Okay and then she said, “But you have got to pay for half of it yourself.”
A: I paid for some of it I am pretty sure.
I: Out of, where did that money come from?
A: Erm  (.) well probably some of it was from dog-sitting because I think I dog sat then.
I: Oh right.
A:  Some of it would have been like past Christmases and stuff.
I: Um hmm. And have you had that same particular iPad-?
A: Yeah
I: ever since?
A: It has been fixed before because when I was on holiday, I dropped it, and it smashed.
I: Huh!
A: And it was a hundred and fifty pounds to fix.  
I: Wow. And have you got, well so when you got it how did you learn to use it?
A: Well it has kind of got like kind or like you would on a phone, where it takes you through how to use it and the date and stuff. And then like I don’t know, I just kind of knew. 
I: Hmm.
A: I just kind of knew how to do it (laughs). 
I: (laughs) You see I just don’t know at all with mine, and so I am quite impressed by that. And erm do you ever share it with anyone?
A: I’m erm I am so protective of my iPad (laughs). It is ridiculous, like when my friends come round they are like, “Can I have a go?” and I am like, “Wait, no I need to check,” (laughs).
I: (Laughs) and what are you checking when you are checking?
A: I don’t know really! Like that’s the thing (emphasis) I don’t actually know what I am looking for, but I am just really paranoid about it. Unless I have like checked beforehand that there is hmm nothing like embarrassing or something.
I: Your yeah kind of private things.
A: Yeah.
I: So do you end up closing down windows before you hand it over?
A: Yeah.
I: Yeah.
A: And yeah.
I: Okay, and what about with your brother does he ever get to use it? 
A: No.
I: No (laughs). Does he have one?
A: He has an iPod which -- I am not allowed on that so…
I: Okay. So when do you use it? I know we talked about this before, but it would be useful just to go over that again.
A: Yeah and it has probably changed a bit since then as well.
I: Oh.
A: Now I am trying to have it for about an hour when I get back from school, and then I will try and do like revision because (.) like we have just got to be like constantly revising (laughs). And I just wasn’t revising enough so… I try to limit it to an hour after school. 
I: Just one hour?
A: Yeah, and then I get it all the time at the weekend.
I: Right, and do you use it in the morning?
A: Not really because I don’t normally have the time.
I: Right, right. So it is just for an hour. Because I remember last time you talked about-
A: I know.
I: doing- using it as the incentive for homework, and then staying-
A: The thing about that was I would just go on it. I would just be half way through a sentence, and I would be like, ‘Oh I need to check something’ (laughs).
I: Hmmm. 
A: Yeah it was just like not good. I wasn’t concentrating. 
I: And so did you make that decision yourself, or did you have discussions with your mum, or whatever?
A: Yeah I did talk about it to my mum, but she didn’t say like, “You have got to keep it to an hour,” I decided it with her.
I: How long have you just been doing it for an hour for?
A: Not long.  
I: Right, and it has worked out okay?
A: Yes, it is good because I am getting a lot more done.
I: Hmm. And does it make a difference to say the time you go to bed, or whatever?
A: Well that is a bit weird because my mum keeps on going on about how there is research not to go on a screen two hours before bed because it like stimulates your brain.  But I can’t get to sleep if I haven’t been on my iPad before- hand.
I: Oh right. 
A: So, I don’t really know why. So I go on it before because it helps me sleep. 
I: Right. So do you do a solid chunk of an hour before you go to sleep or do you do it- (background noise)
A: Oh it (the noise) is the poster coming down (laughs).
I: I thought it was someone coming in.
A: Yes so did I. Erm (.) er yeah I do an hour before I come in, and then maybe like half an hour in bed. 
I: Okay and where do you normally keep it?
A: Ermmm well I normally, I probably shouldn’t, but I normally just leave it wherever I like have it. So I will just walk around with it, and then just leave it. Like I left it in the bath once (laugh).
I: Really (laugh)? In the bath?
A: Yeah well not that I would be in the bath obviously because then it would have been wet-
I: Yes (laugh).
A: but I think I brought it in when I was brushing my teeth (laugh).
I; Umm hmm.
A: And I just kind of forgot it (laughs).
I: So would you keep it always at home then?
A: Yeah, yeah. 
I: Okay. And do you think it will still be important to you in a year’s time?
A: Probably. I have had it for a while now, and I am still like as obsessed with it as I was when I first got it.
I: Hmm.
A: And I am not getting any less obsessed with it. 
I: Wow.
A: (Laughs).
I: Because what is it- three years? Is that right- or less than that?
A: I am not sure that is the thing, I can’t remember when I got it. I think it was Year 7. It might not have been. 
A: (Laughs). 
I: And are there things that you do on it now that you didn’t do, I don’t know say a year ago?
A: I think erm I probably tried more to work on it, and do homework on it and stuff, which I like I would type up stuff, but now I just write it. Erm, and I didn’t really watch YouTube as much about a year ago.
I: Hmm.  So do you find it useful for homework do you use it?
A: Well it is useful because you can quickly look up something, rather than booting up the whole computer.
I: Um hmm.
A: But I don’t like type on it because it is quite – there are not very good programmes for doing that on it.
I: Yes. And does your school ever suggest homework that would involve going on the Internet?
A: Yeah they do. Erm (.) but like well sometimes I have to do it on the laptop. Because normally when you do things from school you have to do things that you have to be able to  support Flash, which the iPad doesn’t do, which is really annoying.
I: Oh right. And why Flash? What sorts of things?
A: Things like ‘My Maths’ where I have to show my homework stuff like that.
I: Okay right. And I know you said it is difficult to think about the future, but what do you think your life will be like in a year’s time?
A: In a year’s time I will probably be less on my iPad because we will be writing GCSEs.
I: Hmm right.
A: I will be you know revising and homework and stuff. I am going to put the light on it has gone really dark.
I: Um hmm yes it is. So it is very much shaped by the prospect of exams.
A: Yeah. That is pretty much all they tell us now. Like, “You are going to have to work much harder than this in Year 11,” (laughs).
I: Right and is that going to be the main difference? Are you still going to be into One Direction?
A: Probably-
I: Hmm.
A: I have been into them for a long time so I don’t see why not (laugh). 
I: Hmm. And I was going to say Dil and Phan-
A: (laugh)
I: Phil and Dan, will you be into them?
A: Er yeah probably.  
I: And in terms of your friends and other things like that? Do you see yourself as having the same friends?
A: Yeah. I have only just recently made a lot of the friends I have now erm in the past like year so.
I: Oh right okay. So what changed?
A: I don’t know because you know like when we started, you know it is quite confusing, because there is a lot of groups. We were in a slightly cooler group than we are now, but we didn’t really get on with them. For a while we kind of weren't in a group. Now we are in a group with like less higher up people, you know, they are all much nicer we get on with them very well. 
I: There is a very clear-
A: Yeah very clear.
I: order in the school.  And is that within your class or within the year?
A:Within the year. 
I: And are all your friends in the same class in this new circle?
A: Hm no because you have to move round each time so it is like a science class or a maths class. Everything changes.
I: Right so you won’t see them in every lesson?
A: No. We would see them at lunch.
I: You would hang out with them. Okay. And what about plans longer term for the future, what do you see yourself doing?
A: People always ask me this and I am (.) I don’t really know. I mean obviously going to college, and then (.) probably university erm I am not sure though. And jobs I am not sure (laughs). I used to want to work with animals, but I don’t really want to do that any more, because you get paid like nothing.  Erm it is kind of rubbish. I don’t really know. 
I: Have you got any ideas what you want to study at University?
A: Erm-
I: If you go.
A: I don’t know I mean the thing I am best at at school is English. 
I: Um hm.
So you know I will probably always try to like (.) do something that you have to be good at English for. Because I am like pretty bad at maths and that kind of thing so trying to not do that (laughs).
I: Yes. Hmm. So one of the things I was wondering if you could just talk me around your bedroom and how it is kind of organized.  You might have changed it. It is beautifully decorated.
A: (Smile/laugh). 
I: Has it been like this for a long time?
A: It has been like this a while yeah.
I: Who painted it?
A: Oh the painting has been since, oh my god I think I got that when I was about six. When I moved into this room, my mum painted it. 
I: She painted it. Did you choose the colours?
A: Yeah it is called Popstar Pink.
I: (Laughs) Wow.
A: Yeah.
I: So it was painted in these colours. What else? What has changed? 
A:  Well I had none of these posters or like bunting or anything. When I was younger it was like, I had like a smaller bed, no desk or anything. It has changed completely really.
I: So you sleep at the top of the bunk bed? And is that space for friends to come and stay or?
A: Yeah that like pulls out-
I: Yeah
A: and turns into a bed. 
I: And do you often have friends staying over?
A: Not really. I don’t really like sleep- overs (laughs).
I: Hmm. Its great. So you kind of got that when –is that where you do your homework; your desk? You don’t do it downstairs?
A: No because it is too distracting, it has to be like it to be silent. 
I: How long do you spend in here?
A: Well like I said I have to spend three hours with Biscuit so probably three hours a day. I normally do homework then.
I: Right and is that more at the start-
A: Oh it is in like the evening. 
I: Right so the kind of thing you do in here, there’s your homework, your time with Biscuit-
A: Yeah
I: Anything else?
A: Well I normally do things like that in here, and then anything else like stuff on the iPad I normally do it downstairs. 
I: Okay right. So yeah the One Direction posters, have these been in the last year or two years?
A: Probably in the last year. 
I: But that is one of the major things that changed?
A: Yeah.
I: Anything else that has changed?
A: Erm well I used to, this is probably less recent, but when I was quite a lot younger, I had (.) these like- mum made these wardrobes into castles, and then I couldn’t bear to get rid of them because I knew that to get them out of the door they would have to be like smashed up, to fit them, and it was just like horrible because I had had them since I was really, really young. So I only got rid of them when I was eleven.
I: Yeah. Awh.
A: So yeah, I have got these now. 
I: You switched to those?
A: Yeah.
I: Right. What is that pink thing up there?
A: That has got all my stuffed toys in it.
I: Oh right.
A: Well not all of them (laugh). I have a lot.
I: Hmm. Most people do I have noticed.
A: Yeah. 
I: So what is the place you feel most comfortable and relaxed in your house would you say?
A: Well probably like my room, probably. 
I: Hmm.
A: Because I have got all my stuff in here.
I: Yeah. And where do you feel less relaxed?
A: Erm – there is not particularly anywhere were I feel like I am(?? Or is she saying unrelaxed??) relaxed but erm (.)
I: Or comfortable?
A: I suppose if my brother is running round the front room screaming then it is not really very er relaxing (laughs).
I: Hmm (laughs). Does that happen a lot (laughs).
A: Yes all the time.
I: And what other places do you feel uncomfortable in, I mean outside of the house?
A: Erm I am probably a bit awkward in people’s houses I have not been to.
I: Um hmm.
A: Erm that is probably like, I can’t think of many places that I go (laughs). Just like to friends’ houses, and to school.  
I: Do you feel comfortable at school?
A: Yeah in classrooms, but when you are like walking along, like today I was walking home from school, and this person ran up and like (.) grabbed my bag from my shoulder and threw it on the floor, and I was just like-
I: Really?
A: Yeah it just like happens all the time.
I: What somebody you knew?
A: No. And the thing is I think they though I was –they were like a Year 8, and I think maybe they thought I was like a Year 7 so they thought it was funny, because I look a lot younger than I am (laughs).
I: Hmm.
A: Yeah.
I: What did you do?
A: (Laugh) I sort of did like a, ‘Are you serious face’, then picked it up, and walked off.
I: Hmm.
A:  They did it to my friend too. She said she shouted, “F off!” at them (laughs).
I: And were you on your own when that happened?
A: Yeah.
I: Right. And that happens all the time you say?
A: Well not like that, but you know things like that. People just think like that is hilarious- they won’t like steal it or anything, they just like think it is funny to take it off you.
I: Right. And the other thing was just about other screen devices. Because you have got your iPad, have you got a mobile phone as well?
A: I have. It has disappeared. I had it this morning, and now it has gone.
I: Hmm. 
A: Yeah I am hoping that I am going to get an iPhone on Friday. Er but yeah, that erm that is probably, I mean I use the laptop occasionally, but that is about it. 
I: So the mobile phone travels around with you. Does it go to school with you everyday?
A: Not really (laugh). My mum gets quite annoyed because she is obviously paying for my contract and I don’t use it really.  So the condition of getting an iPhone is that it is on Pay as You Go (phone contract). But I don’t use it very much really. 
I: Okay. What did your mum want you to use it for?
A: Erm I suppose just really being able to contact me, which not many people can do on my phone, which is probably the most annoying thing in the world. 
I: What because you don’t have it on you?
A: Because I either have it on me and its dead or I don’t have it (laughs).
I: Right okay. 
A: I am just really bad with making sure it is there. 
I: And charged up or whatever, yes. And what difference is getting an iPhone going to make to you, do you think?
A: I think the phone I have now is not amazing and it looses its charge in a couple of hours. Erm and also it will be very similar to the iPad.
I: Yeah.
A: So I think cos I am constantly with the iPad it will probably be very similar with the phone. 
I: Do you think you will take it to school.
A: Yes. I will just make sure that I don’t loose it (laugh).
I: Yeah so that will be quite a big difference won’t it because the iPad is something that you have in school-
A: Yeah, yeah.
I: Right. And erm well we talked a bit about the school rules for mobile phones. Is there a general school policy for every mobile device?
A: I think it is that you are not allowed one in school, because there are posters that say that but erm if there is a ringtone that goes of the teacher just says, “Take it out and switch it off.” They don’t say like, “Don’t have that,” or anything. 
I: So there is no sort of iPads in lessons for projects or anything?
A: No. I think music might have got iPads, but I don’t take music. 
I: Okay, okay.
A: I think they use them for you know like music programmes. 
I: But otherwise it is pretty much a blanket ban on any sort of mobile devices you are not supposed to have them. 
A: Yeah.
I: Do you have to hand them in at the start of class?
A: No. 
I: I have heard about some schools that have different rules for some students. You are allowed to have them if you are in an older year.
A: Oh man. I would be so annoyed if that was a thing.
I: (Laughs). I mean I could see that, yes. Erm. So I was going to ask you what sort of things you keep your phone for, but it sounds like you don’t really use your phone for very much, you have got everything on your iPad.
A: Yeah I mean when I use my phone, it is to like tell my mum something really. 
I: Right. What have you got on your iPad? I mean, messages, photos-
A:  Yeah. Photos, Twitter, emails,  videos, saved pieces of writing, everything really. 
I: And do you back things up? Have you ever lost things?
A: Yeah well it backs itself up automatically on the Icloud. 
I: So you have never lost anything and had to-
A: No.
I: Okay. Right so it is on the Wifi so your mum pays for the Wifi contract?
A: Yeah.
I: And you have got you phone – that is also on the Wifi, and now you are going to switch to Pay as You Go (phone contract). Have you investigated how much that would cost?
A: Well obviously when you do Pay as You Go you have to buy the phone which is five hundred pounds (laughs)-
I: Hmm
A: So that is going to be a lot, but I think that each month I won’t spend that much at all. Like no more than five pounds really.
I: Right. Okay, right. In a minute we will go down and do the family interview. How did you feel about doing the favourite things interview? Did that feel a bit awkward?
A: Hmm it is not awkward it is just difficult to choose like what because erm it is kind of hard to think of them, and then when you do you are like, ‘Have I got the right one –to say?’ (laughs).  It is just difficult, not awkward.
I: Okay, okay, right. And you know the next phase is for me to come and spend a day with you following you around. How do you think that will be?
A: Fine. I probably won’t mind that because you know er it is just like weird that you can talk to someone about the stuff you do all the time, and they are like interested. It is just pretty cool.
I: (Laughs) Yeah. Well good we will talk a bit more about that. Now look can I take some photos of your room?
A: Yeah.
I: Is that okay?
A: Yeah. 
I: Is there anything that you don’t want me to take a photo of?
A: No.
I: Now, I tell you what I will switch that off.

END OF INTERVIEW
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