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Interviewer: Good, right (erm) so which of your objects would you like to talk about first?
Aliyah: I’ll go with this
Interviewer: Okay so that’s (.)
Aliyah: Should I say what it is? Okay 
Interviewer: Yeah, so what is it, tell me what it is
Aliyah: It’s a Tamagotchi (erm) I got it when I was seven, because at the time everyone had it, so like (erm) every single girl had it at school, so everyone wanted it, so (erm) I got it for my birthday and (.) my Tamagotchi died. But basically there was, you had to be kind of responsible, I think there was like this (erm) you had to responsible so, you had to like look after this animal, and you had to give it like food and stuff like that and (erm) (.) it would die if you never took care of it and then mine died and I thought it was my battery which wasn’t working so I tried putting in loads but it still said it was dead so basically mine died (.)
Interviewer: How long was it alive for?
Aliyah: Not long. Basically proves how responsible I am, but yeah, wasn’t long until it died so (.)
Interviewer: So how old were you when you first got it?
Aliyah: I was seven, so (.) I’ve had it for a really long time, it’s been dead. 
Interviewer: And when it died, how old were you when it (.)
Aliyah: I was still seven.
Interviewer: Still seven, so you’ve kept it, and it hasn’t worked since then
Aliyah: Yeah 
Interviewer: (.) (er) why did you choose it as (er) your object from your past?
Aliyah: Because (er) it’s something I’ve had for like the most (.) it’s something that reminds you of the past because, like at the time there was, everyone had it and it was really like a big thing, and if you didn’t have it does was kind of weird so (.) I guess it’s because (.) say (..) I don’t know really, I chose it because (.) it’s something really old (.)
Interviewer: Yeah, so something you’ve had for quite awhile
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Okay (.) so how did you get it, do you remember how you got the Tamagotchi originally?
Aliyah: I got it for my birthday 
Interviewer: (er) so was it from your parents?
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Okay, and was it something that you asked for, do you remember (.)
Aliyah: Yeah, I asked for it and I got it.
Interviewer: So it was something you really wanted at the time
Aliyah: Yeah it was something I really wanted, cos all my friends had it and then I was the only one who didn’t have it so, and everyone in my class had it, so I just really wanted one and then my mum got it for me so (.) I had a Tamagotchi
Interviewer: What creature was it that (.)
Aliyah: I can’t remember to be honest
Interviewer: (Laughs) So it’s been gone so long that you can’t remember, okay (.) so you’ve talked about why you chose it but why do you think it’s still important to you now, why have you kept hold of it?
Aliyah: (...) (erm)
Interviewer: Why’s it in your memory box do you think?
Aliyah: (erm) Okay (er) I guess it kinda left behind a memory like (.) like now no one really uses Tamagotchis and no one knows about Tamagotchis now, but back then it was really (.) (erm) like everyone had it, and it was something really big to have, like now everyone has really big phones and like gadgets and stuff, but this was kinda like a gadget at that time, everyone had a Tamagotchi 
Interviewer: Yeah, so it was kind of the in thing at the time, to have.
Aliyah: Yeah 
Interviewer: Did you take it to school or was it just something that you used at home?
Aliyah: Yeah everyone brought it to school to use and show off their little animal thing and how good their one was, and stuff like that (.)
Interviewer: Yeah, and did they mind at school, that you had it, do you remember (.)
Aliyah: I don’t think they did, I can’t remember (.) I don’t think they did, but yeah (.)
Interviewer: So you took it to school so that you could try and keep it alive a bit longer
Aliyah: Yeah (laughs) (.) to be honest it was like, everyone would get it to show off how (erm) it told you how good your life is and stuff like that, and then (erm) obviously mine wasn’t really good because mine died, but everyone else’s was like, really high and every one would get it in to show off how long it would last for, but yeah (.)
Interviewer: So it was more just to show off a bit 
Aliyah: Yeah (laughs)
Interviewer: Or how off how well you’re doing 
Aliyah: (Heh)
Interviewer: Okay, we’ve talked a little bit about this already, about memories, but what specific memories do you associate with it, what does it remind you off when you’re looking at it or (.)
Aliyah: Hmm (…) it remind (..) I would say it reminds me of my old friends, like since we moved here I haven’t talked to any of them, so I would say my old friends from where we lived before, so yeah (.) I’d say that, but can’t think of anything else
Interviewer: Yeah, and so was that friends that you lived near or friends from school (.)
Aliyah: (erm) friends from school, from my old school, so yeah (.)
Interviewer: And that was when you were living in (.)
Aliyah: (City name), central (city name) (.)
Interviewer: And so would you look at the Tamagotchis together, is that why it reminds you or, why does it remind you of your friends?
Aliyah: (erm) Because all my friends had it, so (.) that’s why I got it 
Interviewer: Yeah, okay and (er) so with the friends that you didn’t stay in touch with, why do you think that was the case, was it that you were quite young or (.)
Aliyah: Well we were in touch at first, but then everyone changed their phone numbers and I just never (.) cos everyone started moving out from where we lived before so then (erm) (.) yeah, it was just, I don’t know, yeah 
Interviewer: So you just lost touch 
Aliyah: Yeah, yeah (.) 
Interviewer: Okay. So was that quite a sad thing or is it not so bad or (.)
Aliyah: I don’t know, it’s not (.) I don’t know, I don’t really mind anymore because I have loads of other friends from like where, my new school so, don’t really mind, yeah
Interviewer: So it’s not such a problem if, when you make new friends
Aliyah: Yeah not really 
Interviewer: Okay and (er) (.) so you said that you keep it in your memory box (er) but that’s not in your room?
Aliyah: No, I put it in the shed 
Interviewer: In the shed? Okay 
Aliyah: It was too big to put in my room (.) actually I think I have it in my room now because I got this out but yeah (.)
Interviewer: Okay, so normally the memory box is in
Aliyah: The shed, yeah (heh)
Interviewer: What other sort of things have you kept in (er) the box
Aliyah: In the memory box?
Interviewer: Yeah
Aliyah: (er) (erm) oh yeah, my old school tie and badge (hah), from the blazer, and (erm)
Interviewer: Is that your primary school or old secondary school
Aliyah: (er) No, basically my secondary school, but we kinda changed our uniforms so 
Interviewer: Ahh okay
Aliyah: We changed our uniforms so I kept the old one, just the tie and badge, and then I have like this handbag, that was my first handbag as (.) yeah (.) yeah I’ve got like some other stuff and yeah (.)
Interviewer: Okay. How do you choose what to keep in there (.) what (.)
Aliyah: (erm) 
Interviewer: What prompts you to want to hold on to something?
Aliyah: If something really like, if something happened, I don’t know (.) it just, I don’t know, just (.) I don’t know. 
Interviewer: Okay, so the Tamagotchi, is that one of the oldest things that’s in there?
Aliyah: Yeah, yeah
Interviewer: Okay, that’s interesting (erm) and (.) so, aside from the Tamagotchi, are there any other toys that you’ve kept from when you were younger or (.) what happened to them? Your old toys (.)
Aliyah: I don’t know what happened to my old toys (.) Oh (..) I think I handed them down to my little sister, and then she probably lost them or something, cos she always loses, she has nothing from her past, so (.) yeah she probably lost it or something, I don’t know (.)
Interviewer: So do you think that she doesn’t look after things from the past or (.)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Aliyah: She probably does, she (.) the same thing I have, she’s got, and then she’s got the same (.) like if mum got us something the same, she would, I would still have mine, I’ve still got mine and then she’ll have probably lose it and probably doesn’t even have it anymore so yeah (.)
Interviewer: Okay, so you handed some things down, do you ever remember throwing anything away or deciding that you didn’t want things anymore?
Aliyah: I can’t remember (.) cos all those Barbie dolls I had, but I think they’re in the bin
Interviewer: And when do you think you grew out of Barbie dolls and things, how many years ago was that?
Aliyah: I would say whilst I was still at primary school (.) cos everyone stopped playing with them (.) yeah ages ago 
Interviewer: Okay (.) was there anything else that you’ve kept from your childhood, that you think (.)
Aliyah: (erm) not really 
Interviewer: Not really? Okay (erm) in terms of (er) how do you think your life has changed in the last year (.) how would you, perhaps slightly longer, what, how do you think you’ve changed in the last year?
Aliyah: (erm) what do you mean how do I think I’ve changed?
Interviewer: (erm) in terms of like, what would you say is different about your life from a year ago (.) it could be slightly longer, so what kind of changes do you think have been most important in your life in, like, most recent years?
Aliyah: I don’t get it, like what do you mean (.)
Interviewer: So it could be like how do you think perhaps you’ve changed or perhaps how things that are going on in your life have changed, like maybe moving or changing schools or (.) do you think there’s been any big changes in your life in the past few years? 
Aliyah: I can’t think of anything (.)
Interviewer: No? Okay (erm) I think that was everything I was going to ask you about (.) is there anything that you think I haven’t asked you about your Tamagotchi, that might be interesting? 
Aliyah: No, not really. 
Interviewer: (laughs) okay, shall we talk about the other object?
Aliyah: Okay, my phone (erm) (.) what shall I start off with
Interviewer: Okay, tell me about why you chose your phone
Aliyah: I chose my phone because, well, right now I can’t live without my phone, I can’t imagine myself living without my phone in like (.) ten years, I can’t imagine myself living without a phone so (.) Yeah, I had to choose my phone.
Interviewer: So it’s something that you think you’ll need for quite, quite a long time (er) why do you think you can’t imagine life now without a phone, is it something (.)
Aliyah: I can’t imagine life without a phone because I have everything on my phone and (.) yeah
Interviewer: Are there any times where you’ve been without a phone, that (.) had it ever broken?
Aliyah: Yeah, actually, my old phone broke, I had a Blackberry before and then it broke, so then I didn’t have a phone for like a month and then I had to wait for a new one, and then I got a new one (erm) yeah, so I didn’t have a phone for a month, so (.)
Interviewer: What was that like? Not having it for a whole month 
Aliyah: It was kind of like (.) cos when you have your phone you can just like, you have like your social media on the phone, but then you have to go on your laptop and you have to go on Facebook and stuff, and that was kind of annoying because (.)  otherwise you’d just have your phone, and yeah (.)
Interviewer: So it’s not as convenient to have to use your laptop instead (.)
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Okay, so (er) what do you like most about your phone, why is it, what do you like about it in particular?
Aliyah: What do I like about it (erm) 
Interviewer: What kinds of reasons did you choose (er) that particular phone for 
Aliyah: This particular phone? Oh (erm) (.) because my old phone didn’t have Instagram and I really wanted Instagram to be on my phone, and then I asked for a phone with Instagram on it and so (.) yeah (.) it’s probably why, yeah, I wanted it because of Instagram (.)
Interviewer: Okay, so (er) is that because it has the particular app or (.)
Aliyah: Yeah, I would say that’s why 
Interviewer: So is it an Android phone or is it (.)
Aliyah: Yeah 
Interviewer: So it’s because it had the app, Blackberry didn’t have Instagram 
Aliyah: No 
Interviewer: (erm) so, how long have you had it for now?
Aliyah: (erm) since August, so not long. 
Interviewer: And it was the Blackberry before then 
Aliyah: yeah
Interviewer: And (er) when did you, what happened when you got it, how did you (.)
Aliyah: I was really excited about getting it, so (.) yeah I just remember I was really really excited when I got it, that time, so (.)
Interviewer: Where did you get it from? Did you go to a store or was it (.)
Aliyah: No my mum got it and (erm) she gave it to me
Interviewer: Okay so your mum, did she choose it or did you ask for one
Aliyah: No, I chose the phone and she brought it for me so (.)
Interviewer: So it wasn’t like for a birthday or anything?
Aliyah: I just really wanted phone because I never had my Blackberry and I needed a phone, so I asked for this one and (.) I got it. 
Interviewer: So you were quite desperate at that point?
Aliyah: (Heh) for a new phone, yeah
Interviewer: Okay, so why is the phone important to you? You said that it has Instagram and social media, why is it something that you can’t live without?
Aliyah: I think it’s because like (.) it has, a lot more (.) I would say, you can like (.) I would say it’s because I can text my friends and then you can like, whereas before when I never had a phone, I couldn’t text my friends if you needed something, so (.) this way you can text your friends and like yeah, so (.) I would say that’s why (.) 
Interviewer: Okay, so it’s mainly just for keeping in touch with people and being able to contact friends
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: So show me a bit about it, what’s that bit on the top?
Aliyah: That?
Interviewer: Yeah
Aliyah: Oh that’s (erm) an anti-dust plug, I just, I like Starbucks, a Starbucks phone case and (erm) yeah 
Interviewer: A Starbucks case, so it’s like (er) a Starbucks milkshake kind of thing?
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Well not a milkshake
Aliyah: A Frappuccino
Interviewer: (erm) yeah, and then the case itself is Starbucks
Aliyah: Yeah a Starbucks case
Interviewer: It’s got a big logo on the back
Aliyah: Yeah (hehe)
Interviewer: (erm) and did you buy that from a Starbucks store or (.)
Aliyah: From Amazon or eBay, one of them (.)
Interviewer: Why do you like Starbucks, what’s (.)
Aliyah: (erm) basically there’s a Starbucks that we next to, and my friends always go there and we always end up going Starbucks, it’s like (.) they went there yesterday but (.) it’s just like, I don’t know, everyone likes Starbucks, yeah (.)
Interviewer: So is that because your friends like it or do you like it 
Aliyah: No, it because I like it as well, I like everything in Starbucks apart from some of their drinks, but I like everything else
Interviewer: What kinds of things do you order when you go?
Aliyah: Hot chocolate or Frappuccinos, something like that, yeah (.) usually Frappuccinos 
Interviewer: And then you all sit there and (.)
Aliyah: Yeah and then we come back home, so it’s weird but (.)
Interviewer: No, it sounds good, so does it have sofas or is it (.)
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: So you get to sit quite comfortably 
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: So where abouts is it, so it’s near to hear or (.)
Aliyah: It’s in (place name), basically you have to go on the bus and then you get there
Interviewer: How often do you meet your friends there, is it a thing you do quite often?
Aliyah: Well basically it happens if my friend Lisa, she always goes, she’s like the Starbucks queen, she knows everything about Starbucks, so sometimes after school she’s like she wants to go Starbucks and if anyone wants to go with her then yeah (.) I didn’t go yesterday but yesterday they went Starbucks and bowling, so we always end up going Starbucks, it’s just like (.)
Interviewer: So is Starbucks somewhere that you might meet to go onto somewhere else, is that common, or is it sometimes just the place to meet and then go home? 
Aliyah: Yeah (erm) 
[Doorbell sounds]
Aliyah: Yeah we just go for drinks and go together, I don’t know (.) we don’t always go and meet at Starbucks, we usually, if we are going out we usually meet (erm) by the bus stop and then we’ll go somewhere.
Interviewer: Okay, so you’re showing me the phone, so it’s got a Starbucks case, what’s the background thing that you chose?
Aliyah: Yeah (erm) it was something on the phone already, so I just (.) yeah (.)
Interviewer: Okay, so what sorts of apps do you have on it?
Aliyah: (erm) (.) I don’t have a lot, I don’t (.) let me show you what I’ve (.) basically you have stuff like (.) Facebook (erm) like some photo editing app, Whatsapp and Instagram and stuff like that, yeah (.) 
Interviewer: Which one’s, which apps do you use the most, do you think?
Aliyah: Instagram and Whatsapp 
Interviewer: Okay, and is that, so Instagram you’re using to (.)
Aliyah: Share pictures, yeah, and like look at other people’s pictures. Basically I have, every single social media I have for a different reason, like for Instagram I would look at like famous photographers and then for Facebook it would be to see what my friends post, and then Twitter would be just seeing what celebrities do and stuff like that, so (.)
Interviewer: Okay, so for Instagram, you’re actually more interested in the photos of (.)
Aliyah: Yeah I like taking pictures so (.)
Interviewer: Okay so is it not so much for friends, or is it a bit of both (.)
Aliyah: Yeah it’s a bit of both actually cos, well my friends don’t actually like Instagram, they don’t go Instagram so I would usually just look at other people’s photos, and yeah (.)
Interviewer: Are there any particular kinds of photos that you’re interested in?
Aliyah: (erm) like nature and stuff like that, so (heh) I don’t really have, I don’t now (.)
Interviewer: Is that pictures that you take yourself
Aliyah: Well I don’t post much on Instagram but, yeah (..) sometimes I post, but usually I just look at other people’s photos 
Interviewer: So you’re much just looking for pictures that you like the look of 
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: And then you said that Twitter you use for following celebrities and (.)
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Do you have many followers on Twitter yourself or (.)
Aliyah: (er) well on Twitter I don’t (erm) because I only made my Twitter like last month, but I used to have a Twitter but I never used to use it, but then I forgot the password and I had to make another one, and then I made another and I had like 80 followers, and that’s probably it (heh)
Interviewer: And who are the followers, are they friends or (.)
Aliyah: (erm) no, they’re just random people, that just, yeah, follow you
Interviewer: Okay, do you Tweet at all or is it (.)
Aliyah: Not really (heh)
Interviewer: So you’re just following really and (.)
Aliyah: Yeah, I’m following others, like celebrities
Interviewer: Okay, who are your favourite people to follow, who do you find most interesting?
Aliyah: (erm) like (.) you know YouTubers, that post on YouTube and then I find their Twitters and I follow them, and they have quite funny Tweets sometimes 
Interviewer: Oh yeah, which ones?
Aliyah: (erm) JacksGap (erm) (.) Tyler Oakley, it’s like this, yeah (.)
Interviewer: What kinds of videos do they make?
Aliyah: They’re like funny, they’re meant to be funny (erm) (.)
Interviewer: They’re meant to be funny? (laughs) but they’re not always funny or (.)
Aliyah: Yeah sometimes they’re kinda weird but there’s like tags they do, like, yeah (..) and they do things, like challenges and stuff (.) they’re quite funny to watch 
Interviewer: Okay so you follow YouTubers, is there anyone else you like to follow? 
Aliyah: Like (erm) (..) just, like (..) like actors and stuff, yeah and that’s probably it but (.) Oh yeah, and (erm) like singers, cos we have this favourite band called Union J
Interviewer: Union J?
Aliyah: Yeah this new British Band that came out, and then we all kinda stalked them, so yeah 
Interviewer: What does stalk mean?
Aliyah: Like look at what they Tweet, so like my friends are going today, they’re going Heathrow cos they found out the band, they’re coming home, they’re coming back from like some other country they went to, so they’re coming back and they’re going to stalk them, that’s why they’re going Heathrow today
Interviewer: Wow, would you normally go with them or is it (.)
Aliyah: No I don’t usually go with them, cos, I don’t know, I don’t usually go with them to (.) cos it’s really far as well, and they home really late, and then, my parents won’t let me come home at like two o’clock at night, so they usually come back really late, so (.)
Interviewer: Okay, so the Twitter things new, so Twitter, Instagram, and (.)
Aliyah: Facebook 
Interviewer: And (.)
Aliyah: Whatsapp
Interviewer: Whatsapp, so, Whatsapp is (.) who, who are you in touch with on there, is that friends from school or (.)
Aliyah: Yeah, just friends from school and yeah (.)
Interviewer: So it’s just a way of sending messages
Aliyah: Messages, yeah 
Interviewer: Okay, and so do you, when do you normally send messages to them, is it, is that (.)
Aliyah: Well basically they start, you can see the little Whatsapp icon, they’re always sending messages, this one time I had a hundred messages when I came back
Interviewer: Wow
Aliyah: And they just talk about random stuff, like, yeah (.) so, it’s just (.)
Interviewer: Is that like a group chat?
Aliyah: Yeah a group chat
Interviewer: Okay
Aliyah: We just make this group chat, we have this group chat (erm) since like, I told you, like, Union J, if you’re like a, if you like Union J, if you like Justin Bieber you’re a Belieber, but if you like Union J you’re a J Cat, so (.)
Interviewer: A J Cat?
Aliyah: Yeah so they made this thing called Top J Cats and (erm), yeah so 
Interviewer: Oh okay, so your friends made that?
Aliyah: Yeah my friends made it
Interviewer: And what’s a Top J Cat? What does that mean?
Aliyah: If you’re like a top fan 
Interviewer: Ah so you join the Whatsapp group to receive messages
Aliyah: Yeah 
Interviewer: So does that have just your friends in or is it (.)
Aliyah: Just my friends, yeah, but, yeah (.)
Interviewer: Okay, and then Facebook, you said you used them for different reasons, what’s Facebook used for?
Aliyah: Facebook is for school, but I don’t really go on it cos it’ really boring now, Facebook, but usually, like, school fights happen through Facebook and stuff like that so (.)
Interviewer: Really?
Aliyah: Yeah, like, so it starts off on Facebook usually so, and then if you (.) you never go on it, and then if you want to see who started the fight, just be nosey and then you’ll see that (.) so yeah I don’t really post on Facebook, I hardly go on mine either, so (.)
Interviewer: Okay, so you’re using the others more than Facebook now?
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Okay, so which one do you think you use the most?
Aliyah: Instagram 
Interviewer: Okay, and then after that?
Aliyah: I’d say Twitter, no, I’d say Whatsapp and then Twitter, and then Facebook. 
Interviewer: Okay, so when you say it’s for school, do you mean it’s for people from your school, so (.)
Aliyah: Yeah, from like my year group.
Interviewer: Okay so it’s got your friends but also other classmates
Aliyah: People I don’t know, yeah
Interviewer: And it’s mainly for argument and (both laugh)
Aliyah: (erm) Yeah (.) usually, and then someone posts something, and then somebody else, like another person, just starts an argument on that person’s status, like they just (.)
Interviewer: What kinds of things do they normally argue about?
Aliyah: Usually it’s between friends, so (.) yeah (.) usually it’s like (.) someone done this or someone told on someone and then they would post it on Facebook and then they’d be like this person told of me, and the person that told of them would come (.) it’s just really weird stuff that happens (heh)
Interviewer: Okay, so do you think it’s just misunderstandings or that (.)
Aliyah: I really don’t know 
Interviewer: No? So you don’t get involved in them yourself (laughs) Okay, (erm) so do you ever use it for making calls or (.)
Aliyah: Facebook?
Interviewer: (er) no, not Facebook, sorry, your phone 
Aliyah: Yeah (erm), yeah 
Interviewer: So do you have credit or is it a contract?
Aliyah: (er) no, it’s on pay as you go, so yeah (.)
Interviewer: And who pays for the credit usually?
Aliyah: (er) my mum, my dad, yeah
Interviewer: How often do you get credit for it?
Aliyah: Basically I have, I put in a lot of credit, and then it runs out, usually because we talk on Whatsapp we don’t really need the phone call, because Whatsapp’s free, so (erm) usually I don’t, I don’t use a lot of credit and then when I do, I just ask my mum, then we top it up.
Interviewer: Okay, and so, presumably you need the credit as well for the 3G or is it (.)
Aliyah: Yeah, yeah
Interviewer: And does that just come with the credit, does it, or (.)
Aliyah: (erm) basically I have this booster thing so, if you (.) if you have like, some internet given that you (.) what’s it called? (..) You know, when they give you internet for a bit, so you can use some (.) is it mega, no (.) I don’t know what they call it but, yeah they give you some internet, like something you can use basically, so, yeah (.) like these booster packs you can get 
Interviewer: Yeah, so you never run out?
Aliyah: (erm) (.) what do you mean?
Interviewer: Of kind of credit or (er) data
Aliyah: Yeah that’s what it’s called, data 
Interviewer: Data?
Aliyah: Yeah (erm) not really, cos usually I use wifi or yeah (.)
Interviewer: Ah okay, so you can connect to wifi hotspots
Aliyah: Yeah 
Interviewer: Is that specific to the (er) company that you’re with, is it, who are you with?
Aliyah: Three
Interviewer: And so do they have their own hotspots or is it
Aliyah: Oh no, (erm) basically the wi, like basically I’ve got wifi at home and then, it just looks for wifi, and then when it finds wifi it let me go on, sometimes it says like, when I don’t have, when I’m outside, say for instance, there’s like no network available, it’ll tell me I can’t go on my internet, so I can’t send messages or anything (.) so it’s kinda weird but yeah (.)
Interviewer: So sometimes you can and sometimes you can’t, okay
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: (erm) okay, (.) so (er) this is, where abouts do you normally keep it or, is it always with you or (.)
Aliyah: Yeah it’s always with me, like when I, obviously I take it to school and then when I come home 
Interviewer: Are there any problems taking it to school?
Aliyah: Basically we were allowed it in year seven, eight and nine, when we had our old headteacher, we were allowed to take it in, and we were allowed to use it at lunch and break time, but just not in lessons. And then we go this, our school was inadequate so our old headteacher left and then we heard that he was ill, but actually he had left and then he sent a letter saying like he’s left. And then we now have the outstanding or, they were outstanding, (erm) their headteacher comes to our school as well, so basically they’re sharing the school, it’s between two schools, so (.) then when he came he changed the rules and we’re not allowed phones, but you’re allowed to take it in but it just can’t be on and stuff, so (.)
Interviewer: Do you still have it on sometimes anyway or (.)
Aliyah: (er) not really, I (.) no, not really (.) I would say (..) I don’t usually have my phone on but my friends, yeah I don’t really need my phone, but my friends, since they stalk celebrities all the time, they need their phone and (.)
Interviewer: Yeah
Aliyah: Like last time you came I told you about, what was it (.) you know that swimmer, oh Tom Daley
Interviewer: Oh yeah, yeah
Aliyah: Found out about him, that was through, we found out during school, so, yeah (.) (heh)
Interviewer: So your friends do, but you, not so much
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: So is it just in your bag the rest of the time?
Aliyah: It’s usually in my pocket
Interviewer: Okay, so then (er) the rest of the time do you have it with you or are there any times where you (.) would leave it
Aliyah: I would leave it upstairs in my room (.) upstairs yeah, so (.) if I don’t have it on me (.) basically if I don’t have it on me, then it’ll be upstairs 
Interviewer: Are there any particular reasons why you’d leave it upstairs or is it just (.)
Aliyah: No, not really (heh) 
Interviewer: You’re not really interested in it at that time or (.)
Aliyah: (er) well when it’s charging, I need to keep it upstairs cos, yeah, cos all these chargers have something in them, the socket thing, so (.)
Interviewer: How much of your day do you think you spend using 
Aliyah: On my phone? (erm) probably about (.) I don’t use it (erm) do you mean like on a weekday or do you mean just like a normal (.)
Interviewer: Okay, well how about a weekday 
Aliyah: (erm) a weekday I’m at school half the day, and then I’m sleeping the other half (laughs) and then I have, I’d say like between (.) four till seven, eight-ish, that’s when I’m on my phone, or I’m on my laptop, or I’m doing homework or something, so (.) 
Interviewer: Okay, so less so in the week, but then (.) more on the weekend or (.) 
Aliyah: Yeah more on the weekends (.) like, when I wake up I have to look at my phone cos always, it’s just something you have to do (.) like, look through your phone 
Interviewer: What, like checking the (.) social media stuff?
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: See what’s new
Aliyah: Mhm
Interviewer: How about just before you go to bed, is it the same? Do you check it then as well?
Aliyah: (haha) yeah, then you have to put it on charge so (.)
Interviewer: Okay, so (.) where there any other objects you considered for this particular, for what’s important to you now? 
Aliyah: (erm)
Interviewer: Was this an easier or harder choice?
Aliyah: (erm) this one was easier than (.) this one, cos, for the past I didn’t know what to choose (.) but, for the present and the future isn’t it (.) 
Interviewer: Yeah, so what’s important to you now
Aliyah: Yeah, that, I knew I wanted to choose my phone 
Interviewer: Okay so you already knew, so there were no other options?
Aliyah: Not really (erm) (.)
Interviewer: (er) so, this is kind of interesting because you already said (.) you said that it’s something that’s always going to be important to you, you think (.)
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: But (er) do you think that you’ll have the same phone in a year’s time?
Aliyah: I already know I’m getting a new phone (haha) for my birthday so (.)
Interviewer: Oh you’re already getting a new phone?
Aliyah: Yeah 
Interviewer: And your birthday is, which month?
Aliyah: March
Interviewer: March?
Aliyah: Yeah 
Interviewer: Okay, so you’ve had this one since August then
Aliyah: Yeah and basically (erm) (.) because everyone has iPhones and I really want an iPhone, so I asked my brother and he told me, he told me if I tidy his bedroom every single day he’ll give it to me, but I’ve never really done that, but, I guess (.) (haha) I still know he’s gonna get it so (.)
Interviewer: Okay, and that’ll be the new iPhone, will it?
Aliyah: (erm) I don’t know 
Interviewer: Okay (er) so with the iPhone, why do you want that one?
Aliyah: Basically on this phone half the apps that you want aren’t compatible so, with an iPhone everything’s compatible, but with this phone, like you can’t download all types of apps so, yeah (.) 
Interviewer: Okay so it’s, again, about having the right kinds of apps 
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Are there any particular ones that you want? 
Aliyah: Yeah, like Keep and Vine and Snapchat and stuff (.) but you can’t get it on this phone so (.) 
Interviewer: Oh, is that one that your friends use or (.)
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: And do they have iPhones?
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Okay (er) (.) maybe this question will be (cough) it’s a similar question to one I asked you before, but I’m wondering perhaps how you feel, so you don’t think you’ll have this phone in a years time, but what else do you think will change in your life (…) so you’re in what year in school at the moment?
Aliyah: Ten (.) do you mean like (..) I don’t know if you mean like, do you mean in year eleven, like obviously in a year’s time you said (.)
Interviewer: Yeah so how do you think your life will change over the next year
Aliyah: I think it’ll be a lot harder
Interviewer: Yeah
Aliyah: Like during school, like school-wise as well cos you have a lot more exams and stuff coming up so (.) yeah 
Interviewer: Are you looking forward to that or nervous?
Aliyah: Not really cos (erm) most of my teachers left school so we have different teachers, and we have supplies now (.) so (.)
Interviewer: And did they leave because of
Aliyah: The school turning inadequate (.) yeah (.) they always say they’ve got a better job, so obviously it’s because, well I’m presuming it’s because it’s turned, turned to inadequate (.) so yeah (.)
Interviewer: Mmm (.) and so the supply teachers, are they quite irregular or do you get the same ones for a bit or (.)
Aliyah: (erm) basically, they say they’re going to be taking over our class for a long time, but then they leave in like (.) two months. We had this new teacher who came, and then he came to school and then like a week later he said he’s getting married and so he was off for like three weeks, and then he came back and he said oh he has take time off, and then he’s never been back so (.) basically have a new teacher. 
Interviewer: Yeah, so you think the exams will be (.) quite hard. 
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Are you doing anything to try to prepare for them, for any extra (.)
Aliyah: Well last year we done early GCSEs, we early science GCSEs and then that time (erm) I used to do tutoring and yeah, so (.)
Interviewer: So you were tutoring other students?
Aliyah: No (er)
Interviewer: Oh you were being tutored, sorry, okay 
Aliyah: And after school they would sessions that we would have to go in, cos they would have like extra time with like (.) you had to learn, cos we didn’t cover everything that time, because school was inadequate (haha) I don’t know why, but we, our teacher wasn’t really good either, so half the things we were meant to learn for the exam we didn’t know, so we had to go and do them (.) so yeah (.)
Interviewer: Yeah. And how about after GCSEs, what’ll happen next?
Aliyah: I don’t know, I don’t know what I wanna do (.) yeah I used to like English, but I don’t know if I’m gonna do it, I don’t, I don’t now (.) Yeah (.)
Interviewer: So you were thinking of studying that at A-level? 
Aliyah: Yeah (.) I’m not too sure anymore 
Interviewer: And does the school have a sixth form or college attached?
Aliyah: Yeah, sixth form
Interviewer: Would you go there or do you think you’d go somewhere else?
Aliyah: I’d probably go somewhere else yeah (.) most the people that come to our sixth form are people that probably didn’t get spaces in other sixth forms, because our sixth form isn’t good either 
Interviewer: Mmm, yeah. Okay, so you say that English is something that you were interested in, but not, what do you think, is that something that you might want to do in the future or (.) what are your plans?
Aliyah: Yeah, at the time I really, at first I really did like English, I really enjoyed, and I hated Maths but now it’s kinda changed, I like Maths more than English, that’s weird, cos people don’t like Maths (erm) Maths is a lot, before in like year seven and eight I had a really good teacher who left, but at that time I really liked English, and I had a really annoying, well he was Australian, you could hardly understand what he said and (erm) so we didn’t, yeah, I guess I really wanted to do English before, but not now. 
Interviewer: Yeah, and (er) you think that actually it’s the teachers that make it more interesting or (.)
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Okay, you’re not sure what you want to do in the future
Aliyah: Not really, no
Interviewer: Okay (er) just got some questions about your bedroom then, before we, we can go up and see it later on (erm) so, do you spend much time 
Aliyah: In my room?
Interviewer: In your bedroom, yeah
Aliyah: Everyone says I do, but I don’t know (..)
Interviewer: Who says that you do? Is that family or (.)
Aliyah: Mhm (.) but (erm) I probably do spend more time in my room cos then I’d have my laptop, and then I‘d go on my laptop in my room, yeah, so I would say I spend (whisper, too quiet) (.)
Interviewer: Okay and is that after school or on weekends or (.)
Aliyah: Yeah I would say both (.) no, after school I’m watching TV, so I would say on weekends 
Interviewer: So you watch TV down here in the living room?
Aliyah: Yeah
Interviewer: Is that with the family or (.)
Aliyah: (erm) Yeah, I would say with my family, cos we have a TV upstairs as well, the boys basically go upstairs and then we’re watching downstairs cos they’re watching football and playing on the Xbox upstairs, so we have this one (.)
Interviewer: Yeah (erm) and do you think you spend more or less time in your room now than you used to (.) do you think that’s changed at all? (.)
Aliyah: Oh, I think I spend more time because, I think that’s because I have my phone and I don’t know if that’s weird because (erm) like before when I didn’t have my phone I’d be downstairs a lot more, but when I’ve go my phone I’d be upstairs on my, when I have my phone, I’ll be upstairs and on my phone. 
Interviewer: Is that because you want privacy or (.)
Aliyah: Not really no, just (.)
Interviewer: Just because it’s convenient to be up there 
Aliyah: Yeah (.) plus the charge goes, so you have to charge it and then go on it so (.)
Interviewer: Does it run out of battery quite a lot?
Aliyah: Yeah, and I don’t think this phone is really with the battery thing so (.)
Interviewer: Is it perhaps that you use it quite a lot or 
Aliyah: I think that’s it (.)
Interviewer: (Laughs) okay, and would you say that your bedroom’s one of the places that you feel most comfortable and relaxed or (.)
Aliyah: (erm) (..) I wouldn’t say relaxed because, as you can see, the house is already quiet and like (.)
Interviewer: So is the house is normally quite quiet would you say?
Aliyah: Yeah (.) but yeah (..) my rooms just (.) convenient with like, you could (.) I don’t know, I have no idea. 
Interviewer: Okay. So is there anywhere that you feel comfortable, where else would you say you feel most comfortable (.) is it at home or are there any other places that you feel comfortable (.) other family or
Aliyah: Oh, other family (.)
Interviewer: I don’t know, what do you think?
Aliyah: I, I quite like school (laughs) do you mean like (erm) at home 
Interviewer: Just like where (er) where you feel yourself or where you feel
Aliyah: At home and around my friends, I guess, yeah (.)
Interviewer: Okay, and when you’re with friends, is that like when you go to Starbucks or (.)
Aliyah: (heh) yeah 
Interviewer: Is there anywhere else other than (.)
Aliyah: (erm) and when you go to like relatives house and stuff like that, but mostly I would say around my friends cos we can act weird and (.) be your normal self, I guess. 
Interviewer: Yeah, what does that weird mean do you think?
Aliyah: (hah) (erm) well (erm) (..) like if you’re in say, in lesson, cos in my class none of my friends are really in my class, we have different classes. So when you’re in lesson you just, you wouldn’t really talk about stuff you would talk with your friends, or say stuff you would say with friends, so it’s kinda (.) I don’t know, yeah.
Interviewer: So is it when you’re just hanging out with your friends, you can act a bit differently?
Aliyah: (haha) yeah (.) 
Interviewer: Okay (.) I think (er) I think that’s about it for the questions. Yeah, that’s it (er) so I’ll turn off the recorder for now.
