
   

 

A University of Sussex DPhil thesis 

Available online via Sussex Research Online: 

http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/   

This thesis is protected by copyright which belongs to the author.   

This thesis cannot be reproduced or quoted extensively from without first 
obtaining permission in writing from the Author   

The content must not be changed in any way or sold commercially in any 
format or medium without the formal permission of the Author   

When referring to this work, full bibliographic details including the 
author, title, awarding institution and date of the thesis must be given 

Please visit Sussex Research Online for more information and further details   





–

–

















 

 

–  

 

 

 

–  

–  

 

–  

 

 

–  

–  

–  

–  

–  

–  

–  

–  

–  

–  

–  

–  

file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058389
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058390
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058391
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058392
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058392
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058393
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058393
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058394
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058395
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058396
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058397
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058397
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058398
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058399
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058400
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058401
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058402
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058403
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058404
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058405
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058406
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058407
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058408
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058409
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058410
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058411
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058412


–  

–  

 

 

 

 

 

–  

–

 

–  

 

–  

–  

 

–  

–  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058413
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058414
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058415
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058416
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058417
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058418
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058419
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058420
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058421
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058421
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058422
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058423
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058424
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058425
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058426
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058427
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058428
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058429
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058430
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058431
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058432
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058433
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058434
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058435
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058436
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058437
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058438


 

 

 

 

 

file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058439
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058440
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058441
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058442
file:///Z:/Academic/1_Doc%20Brown/1_Analysis&Data/1_Writing/$$$_Final_1.0/§FINAL/FMeissner_SocialisingWithDiversity_Thesis_130707_Text_Demoted_Table&Figs_ENF_TEXT_BigFigs.docx%23_Toc361058443


 























 





http://livingindiversity.eu/
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https://www.jyu.fi/en/congress/superdiversity
http://www.geog.leeds.ac.uk/projects/livedifference/
http://www.cies.iscte.pt/en/projectos/ficha.jsp?pkid=431
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http://media.mmg.mpg.de/
http://player.vimeo.com/video/61250264




















 





How are different degrees of groupness practised amongst individuals who meet the 
characteristics of a little-defined but regionally focused fuzzy category?  

Following from this, I also ask a related question: how does a focus on small group size help to 
explain those perpetually emergent social patterns? 



How can personal social networks, despite the tendency for people to engage with others who 
are like them, be used to describe and better (visually) represent the multidimensionality of 
urban superdiversity?  

Given the complexity of difference and similarity patterns in personal networks, how can 
these patterns be made intelligible and help to move beyond an ethno-focal analysis of 
migrant networks and diversity more generally?  
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The ego questionnaire 



The personal network interview 

Name generators (NGs)  



Name interpreter questions and designing an engaging interview 



Asking in different ways – implementing the name interpreter questions 



Eliciting alter-alter relations 

Recognising limitations 













http://www.mmg.mpg.de/research/all-projects/the-routledge-international-handbook-of-diversity-studies/
http://www.mmg.mpg.de/research/all-projects/the-routledge-international-handbook-of-diversity-studies/




 









http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/mayor/publications/society/facts-and-figures/diversity
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 ‘  what it is like in the 
islands’
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Friends and family 





http://www.ngatiranana.co.uk [accessed: 12/03/2013].

http://www.ngatiranana.co.uk/


Performing Pacificness through Pacific ties 
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Speaking and seeking friends and family, and rarely crossing Yonge Street 







Performing without ties 

ʻ



















 





How can personal social networks, despite the tendency for people to engage with others who 
are like them, be used to describe and better (visually) represent the multidimensionality of 
urban superdiversity?



 



Migration trajectories 
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Legal status trajectories  
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Labour market trajectories 
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http://socdiv.mmg.mpg.de/










 



Given the complexity of difference and similarity patterns in personal networks, how can 
these patterns be made intelligible and help to move beyond an ethno-focal analysis of 
migrant networks and migration-related diversity more generally? 
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First Author Other Authors Year Title Publication Super-Diversity Use 

John Clayton  2012  Living the multicultural city: acceptance,  
belonging and young identities in the city of 
Leicester, England 

Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 35:9 

catch-phrase 

Patrick Simon  2012  Collecting ethnic statistics in Europe: a 
review 

 Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 35:8 

NA 

Nektaria Palaiologou Daniel Faas 2012  How ‘intercultural’ is education in Greece? 
Insights from policymakers and educators 

Compare: A Journal of 
Comparative and 
International Education 
42:4 

Ethnic Diversity 

Zana Vathi Russell King 2012  ‘Have you got the Britísh?’: narratives of 
migration and settlement among Albanian-
origin immigrants in London 

Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 

Ethnic Diversity 

Caroline Knowles  2012  Nigerian London: re-mapping space and 
ethnicity in superdiverse cities 

 Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 

Using Super-Diversity 



Philippe Hambye  Mary Richards 2012  The paradoxical visions of multilingualism in 
education: the ideological dimension of 
discourses on multilingualism in Belgium 
and Canada 

 International Journal 
of Multilingualism 9:2 

Ethnic Diversity 

Nasar Meer Tariq Modood 2012  How does Interculturalism Contrast with 
Multiculturalism? 

Journal of Intercultural 
Studies 33:2 

Ethnic Diversity 

Miri Song  2012  Making sense of ‘mixture’: states and the 
classification of ‘mixed’ people 

 Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 35:4 

Ethnic Diversity 

Clare Rishbeth   Mark Powell 2012  Place Attachment and Memory: Landscapes 
of Belonging as Experienced Post-migration 

 Landscape Research Ethnic Diversity 

Jean Conteh  2012  Families, pupils and teachers learning 
together in a multilingual British city 

 Journal of Multilingual 
and Multicultural 
Development 33:1 

More nuanced 

Carol Reid Arathi Sriprakash 2012  The possibility of cosmopolitan learning: 
reflecting on future directions for diversity 
teacher education in Australia 

 Asia-Pacific Journal of 
Teacher Education 40:1 

More nuanced 

Steven R  Holloway  Richard Wright & 
Mark Ellis 

2012  The Racially Fragmented City? 
Neighborhood Racial Segregation and 
Diversity Jointly Considered 

 The Professional 
Geographer 64:1 

More nuanced 



Wasyl Cajkler   Bernadette Hall 2012  Languages in primary classrooms: a study of 
new teacher capability and practice 

 Language Awareness 
21:1-2 

Ethnic Diversity 

Marco Antonsich  2012  Exploring the Demands of Assimilation 
among White Ethnic Majorities in Western 
Europe 

 Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies 38:1 

Ethnic Diversity 

Andrey Rosowsky  2012  Faith  phonics and identity: reading in faith 
complementary schools 

 Literacy : catch-phrase 

Floya Anthias  2012  Transnational Mobilities,  Migration 
Research and Intersectionality 

 Nordic Journal of 
Migration Research 2:2 

more nuanced 

Claire Dwyer David Gilbert &  
Bindi Shah 

2012  Faith and suburbia: secularisation  
modernity and the changing geographies of 
religion in London’s suburbs 

 Transactions of the 
Institute of British 
Geographers : 

catch-phrase 

Hannah Bradby  2012  Race,  ethnicity and health: The costs and 
benefits of conceptualising racism and 
ethnicity 

 Social Science & 
Medicine : 

More nuanced 



Mark PowellL  CLARE RISHBETH 2012  FLEXIBILITY IN PLACE AND MEANINGS OF 
PLACE BY FIRST GENERATION MIGRANTS 

 Tijdschrift voor 
economische en 
sociale geografie 103:1 

More nuanced 

Val Colic-Peisker   Karen 
Farquharson 

2011  Introduction: A New Era in Australian 
Multiculturalism? The Need for Critical 
Interrogation 

 Journal of Intercultural 
Studies 32:6 

catch-phrase 

Rainer Bauböck  2011  Temporary migrants  partial citizenship and 
hypermigration 

Ethnic Diversity 

Umut Erel  2011  Complex belongings: Racialization and 
migration in a small English city 

 Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 34:12 

More nuanced 

Mariana Craciun  2011  Moral bricolage and immigrant 
identification: The case of Romanian 
Americans 

 Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 

NA 

Ranu Basu  2011  Multiculturalism Through Multilingualism in 
Schools: Emerging Places of “Integration” in 
Toronto 

 Annals of the 
Association of 
American Geographers 
101:6 

Ethnic Diversity 



Katie Wright  2011  Constructing Migrant Wellbeing: An 
Exploration of Life Satisfaction Amongst 
Peruvian Migrants in London 

 Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies 37:9 

Ethnic Diversity 

Zana Vathi   Russell King 2011  Return Visits of the Young Albanian Second 
Generation in Europe: Contrasting Themes 
and Comparative Host-Country Perspectives 

 Mobilities 6:4 More nuanced 

Gunther Dietz  2011  A doubly reflexive ethnographic 
methodology for the study of religious 
diversity in education 

 British Journal of 
Religious Education 

Ethnic Diversity 

Umut Erel  2011  Reframing migrant mothers as citizens  Citizenship Studies 
15:6-7 

Ethnic Diversity 

Leandro Sepulveda  Stephen Syrett & 
Fergus Lyon 

2011  Population superdiversity and new migrant 
enterprise: The case of London 

 Entrepreneurship & 
Regional Development 
23:7-8 

Using Super-Diversity 

Garbi Schmidt  2011  Understanding and Approaching Muslim 
Visibilities: Lessons Learned from a 
Fieldwork-based Study of Muslims in 
Copenhagen 

 Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 34:7 

NA 

Gemma Catney  Nissa Finney & Liz 
Twigg 

2011  Diversity and the Complexities of Ethnic 
Integration in the UK: Guest Editors' 
Introduction 

 Journal of Intercultural 
Studies 32:2 

More nuanced 



Gertrud Hüwelmeier  2011  Socialist cosmopolitanism meets global 
Pentecostalism: charismatic Christianity 
among Vietnamese migrants after the fall of 
the Berlin Wall 

 Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 34:3 

More nuanced 

Joana Duarte  2011  Migrants’ educational success through 
innovation: The case of the Hamburg 
bilingual schools 

 International Review 
of Education : 

NA 

Ann-Dorte 
Christensen 

 Sune Qvotrup 
Jensen 

2011  Roots and Routes  Nordic Journal of 
Migration Research 1:3 

More nuanced 

K  Svenberg  C Skott & M Lepp 2011  Ambiguous Expectations and Reduced 
Confidence: Experience of Somali Refugees 
Encountering Swedish Health Care 

 Journal of Refugee 
Studies 24:4 

NA 

Jane Wills  2011  The geography of community and political 
organisation in London today 

Political Geography : More nuanced 

A R  van Ewijk  2011  Diversity within Police Forces in Europe: A 
Case for the Comprehensive View 

Policing : NA 

P J Aspinall  2011  The utility and validity for public health of 
ethnicity categorization in the 1991,  2001 
and 2011 British Censuses 

 Public Health 125:10 Ethnic Diversity 

Jenny Phillimore  2011  Refugees,  Acculturation Strategies,  Stress 
and Integration 

 Journal of Social Policy 
40:03 

Ethnic Diversity 



Peter Auer  Celia Roberts 2011  Introduction — John Gumperz and the 
indexicality of language 

 Text & Talk - An 
Interdisciplinary 
Journal of Language 

catch-phrase 

Margaret W  Walton-Roberts 2011  Immigration  the University and the 
Welcoming Second Tier City 

 Journal of 
International Migration 
and Integration 

More nuanced 

Jonathan Newton  Ewa Kusmierczyk 2011  Teaching Second Languages for the 
Workplace 

 Annual Review of 
Applied Linguistics 31: 

NA 

Peter J  Aspinall  Ferhana Hashem 2011  Responding to minority ethnic groups' 
language support needs in Britain 

 Equality  Diversity and 
Inclusion: An 
International Journal 
30:2 

Ethnic Diversity 

Anne R  van Ewijk  2011  Diversity and diversity policy: diving into 
fundamental differences 

 Journal of 
Organizational Change 
Management 24:5 

NA 



Dominic Joannou  Mina Fernando &  
Carol Harrison-
Read &  Nisha 
Wickramasinghe 

2011  Impacting on diversity in practice in an 
outer London borough 

 Ethnicity and 
Inequalities in Health 
and Social Care 4:2 

NA 

Elizabeth Mavroudi  2010  Nationalism  the Nation and 
Migration: Searching 
for Purity and Diversity 

NA 

Melissa Butcher  2010  Navigating ‘New’ Delhi: Moving Between 
Difference and Belonging in a Globalising 
City 

 Journal of Intercultural 
Studies 31:5 

NA 

Anne-Meike Fechter   Katie Walsh 2010  Examining ‘Expatriate’ Continuities: 
Postcolonial Approaches to Mobile 
Professionals 

 Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies 36:8 

more nuanced 

Miri Song  2010  What happens after segmented 
assimilation? An exploration of 
intermarriage and ‘mixed race’ young 
people in Britain 

 Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 33:7 

catch-phrase 



Cathy McIlwaine  2010  Migrant machismos: exploring gender 
ideologies and practices among Latin 
American migrants in London from a multi-
scalar perspectiveMachismos migrantes: 
exploración de las ideologías y prácticas de 
género entre inmigrantes latinoamericanos 
en Londres desde una perspectiva 
multiescalar 

 Gender more nuanced 

Tüzin Baycan-Levent  2010  Diversity and Creativity as Seedbeds for 
Urban and Regional Dynamics 

 European Planning 
Studies 18:4 

more nuanced 

Sumi Hollingworth   Katya Williams 2010  Multicultural Mixing or Middle-class 
Reproduction? The White Middle Classes in 
London Comprehensive Schools 

 Space and Polity 14:1 Ethnic Diversity 

Michele Lobo  2010  Interethnic Understanding and Belonging in 
Suburban Melbourne 

 Urban Policy and 
Research 28:1 

NA 

Antoine Pécoud  2010  What is ethnic in an ethnic economy?  International Review 
of Sociology 20:1 

More nuanced 

D. A.  Coleman  S.  Dubuc 2010  The fertility of ethnic minorities in the UK,  
1960s–2006 

 Population Studies 
64:1 

Ethnic Diversity 

Angela Creese  Adrian Blackledge 2010  Towards a sociolinguistics of superdiversity  Zeitschrift für 
Erziehungswissenschaft 
13:4 

Using Super-Diversity 



Ingrid Gogolin  2010  Stichwort: Mehrsprachigkeit  Zeitschrift für 
Erziehungswissenschaft 
13:4 

More nuanced 

Mark Falcous  Michael L  Silk 2010  Olympic Bidding:  Multicultural 
Nationalism,  Terror  and the 
Epistemological Violence of ‘Making Britain 
Proud’ 

 Studies in Ethnicity 
and Nationalism 10:2 

More nuanced 

Heaven Crawley  2010  Moving Beyond Ethnicity: The Socio-
Economic Status and Living Conditions of 
Immigrant Children in the UK 

 Child Indicators 
Research 3:4 

Ethnic Diversity 

PATRICIA LANDOLT  LUIN GOLDRING 2010  Political cultures and transnational social 
fields: Chileans 

 Colombians and 
Canadian activists in 
Toronto 

Ethnic Diversity 

Dan Rodríguez-
García 

 2010  Beyond Assimilation and Multiculturalism: 
A Critical Review of the Debate on Managing 
Diversity 

 Journal of 
International Migration 
and Integration / 
Revue de l'integration 
et de la migration 
internationale 11:3 

Ethnic Diversity 



Gareth Millington  2010  Racism  class ethos and place: the value of 
context in narratives about asylum-seekers 

 The Sociological 
Review 58:3 

NA 

KATIE WRIGHT  2010  ‘It’s a Limited Kind of Happiness': Barriers 
to Achieving Human Well-being among 
Peruvian Migrants in London and Madrid 

 Bulletin of Latin 
American Research 
29:3 

Ethnic Diversity 

Miri Song  2010  Does ‘race’ matter? A study of ‘mixed race’ 
siblings' identifications 

 The Sociological 
Review 58:2 

catch-phrase 

Jenny Phillimore  Lisa Goodson 2010  Failing to Adapt: Institutional Barriers to 
RCOs Engagement in Transformation of 
Social Welfare 

 Social Policy and 
Society 9:02 

catch-phrase 

Celia Roberts  2010  Language Socialization in the Workplace  Annual Review of 
Applied Linguistics 30: 

Ethnic Diversity 

Steven Vertovec  2010  Towards post-multiculturalism? Changing 
communities  conditions and contexts of 
diversity 

 International Social 
Science Journal 61:199 

more nuanced 



Kavita Datta  Cathy McIlwaine 
&  Joanna Herbert 
&  Yara Evans &  
Jon May & Jane 
Wills 

2009  Men on the move: narratives of migration 
and work among low-paid migrant men in 
LondonLes hommes qui bougent: les 
narrations de la migration et le travail parmi 
des hommes migrants des bas salaries en 
LondresHombres avanzado: narrativos de 
migración y trabajo entre hombres 
migrantes mal renumerado en Londres 

 Social & Cultural 
Geography 10:8 

More nuanced 

Ceri Peach  2009  Slippery Segregation: Discovering or 
Manufacturing Ghettos? 

 Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies 35:9 

Ethnic Diversity 

Janine Dahinden  2009  Are we all transnationals now? Network 
transnationalism and transnational 
subjectivity: the differing impacts of 
globalization on the inhabitants of a small 
Swiss city 

 Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 32:8 

Using Super-Diversity 

Patricia Landolt  Luin Goldring 2009  Immigrant political socialization as bridging 
and boundary work: mapping the multi-
layered incorporation of Latin American 
immigrants in Toronto 

 Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 32:7 

More nuanced 

Anita Harris  2009  Shifting the boundaries of cultural spaces: 
young people and everyday multiculturalism 

 Social Identities 15:2 More nuanced 

Dr Miri Song  2009  Is Intermarriage a Good Indicator of 
Integration? 

 Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies 35:2 

Ethnic Diversity 



Nina Glick Schiller Ayse Çaglar 2009  Towards a Comparative Theory of Locality 
in Migration Studies: Migrant Incorporation 
and City Scale 

 Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies 35:2 

More nuanced 

Sarah Salway  Peter Allmark&  
Ruth Barley&  
Gina 
Higginbottom & 
Kate Gerrish & 
George  H  Ellison 

2009  Social research for a multiethnic 
population: do the research ethics and 
standards guidelines of UK Learned Societies 
address this challenge? 

 Twenty-First Century 
Society 4:1 

NA 

Thomas Faist  2009  Diversity – a new mode of incorporation?  Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 32:1 

More nuanced 

Marcello Bertotti  Faye Adams-
Eaton &  Kevin 
Sheridan &  
Adrian Renton 

2009  Key barriers to community cohesion: views 
from residents of 20 London deprived 
neighbourhoods 

 GeoJournal : catch-phrase 

Andreas Wimmer  2009  Herder's Heritage and the Boundary-
Making Approach: Studying Ethnicity in 
Immigrant Societies 

 Sociological Theory 
27:3 

More nuanced 

Mark Cooney  2009  Ethnic conflict without ethnic groups: a 
study in pure sociology1 

 The British Journal of 
Sociology 60:3 

NA 

Ludi Simpson  Nissa Finney 2009  Ethnic ghettos in Britain: a fact or a myth?  Significance 6:2 More nuanced 

Louise Waite  2009  A Place and Space for a Critical Geography 
of Precarity? 

 Geography Compass 
3:1 

catch-phrase 



Peter Geoghegan  2008  Multiculturalism and sectarianism in post-
agreement Northern Ireland 

 Scottish Geographical 
Journal 124:2-3 

NA 

Nissa Finney   Vaughan Robinson 2008  Local press  dispersal and community in the 
construction of asylum debates / La presse 
locale  la dispersion et la communauté dans 
la structuration des débats concernant les 
asiles 

 Social & Cultural 
Geography 9:4 

NA 



























 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





mailto:meissner@mmg.mpg.de
mailto:vertovec@mmg.mpg.de
mailto:r.black@sussex.ac.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 




	Coversheet
	Meissner, Franziska Venita Mally
	Figures and tables
	List of abbreviations
	Chapter 1
	Introduction
	From a small group focus to visualising patterns of sociality
	Summary of the chapters


	Chapter 2
	Theoretical foundations
	The (academic) use of superdiversity
	A space for small numbers
	Debating superdiversity
	The meaning of diversity, the scope of superdiversity and its migration bias
	But is there anything new?

	Situating superdiversity
	Recognising the importance of the ordinary and commonplace
	Moving towards complexity

	The relationality of diversity or relational diversity
	Conclusion


	Chapter 3
	Delimiting and accessing the field
	Getting specific – research questions
	Two fieldsites: contrast over comparison and the relativity of smallness
	A fuzzy category research focus
	A regional origin focus?
	Focusing on migrants?

	Accessing the ‘field’ and sampling on the basis of a fuzzy category
	Sampling 1.0 – the goal of representativeness
	Sampling 2.0 – when snowballs boomerang

	Conclusion


	Chapter 4
	Doing the deed
	Which methods and why
	Asking about networks and observing interactions
	Eliciting personal social networks and perceptions
	The ego questionnaire
	The personal network interview
	Name generators (NGs)
	Name interpreter questions and designing an engaging interview
	Asking in different ways – implementing the name interpreter questions
	Eliciting alter-alter relations
	Recognising limitations

	Observing sociality – searching for respondents, finding interactions
	‘You remember Fran, the Pākehā girl that is doing her PhD’

	Concluding ethically – dealing with ethical challenges


	Chapter 5
	A tale of two DiverCities?
	The city as context and setting contextual parameters
	Diversity as context – the trope of the many places
	Superdiversity as context – there are many aspects of migration-related diversity
	There are many people with many different migration stories
	There are many ways of moving through legal statuses
	There are many people who moved and had many different jobs

	Spatiality of sociality – many different places make up the city
	There are many different ways of seeing the city
	Conclusion


	Chapter 6
	Socialising in unison?
	Groupness as a pattern of sociality
	Pan-ethnic sociality – what’s in a phrase?
	What’s specific about the Pacific?
	Historical links
	Oceanic links
	Pacific Islanders in Asian American studies

	London and Toronto – the use of migrating labels
	Pan-ethnicity and strength in numbers?
	Practices of pan-Pacific socialising
	Turning London into Ranana
	Friends and family
	Performing Pacificness through Pacific ties

	Toronto – ties gone by and the imaginary of pan-ethnic socialising
	Speaking and seeking friends and family, and rarely crossing Yonge Street
	Performing without ties


	Discussion – group size and pan-ethnic socialising
	Conclusion


	Chapter 7
	Diversity in similarity
	Potentially diverse networks
	Migration trajectories
	Legal status trajectories
	Labour market trajectories
	Distinguishing ‘city-focused networks’
	The potential for diversity amongst social contacts
	Final note – the potential for diversity

	The how (or not) of diverse networks – homophily and variation
	Homophily
	Index of qualitative variation (IQV)
	Why two different measures?
	The variables of similarity and variation
	Predicted homophily
	Index of qualitative variation
	Comparing IQV and predicted homophily
	Diversity in similarity – multidimensional homophily

	Conclusion


	Chapter 8
	Disentangling multidimensional homophily?
	Clustering homophily
	Cluster analysis – the basics
	Fuzzy cluster analysis with superdiversity homophily indexes – The variables

	Four fuzzy clusters
	The common denominator – lowest standard deviation
	A spectrum of factors – sample averages and cluster averages

	Naming the clusters
	Cluster 1 – city-cohort networks
	Cluster 2 – long-term-resident networks
	Cluster 3 – superdiverse (spousal) networks
	Cluster 4 – migrant-peer networks

	Fuzzy clusters and cross-cluster patterns
	Partial membership in clusters
	London and Toronto networks across the clusters

	Conclusion


	Chapter 9
	Concluding Socialising with diversity
	Summary of key empirical findings
	Critically linking empirical findings to theory and methods
	Methodological innovation – operationalising (and advancing) superdiversity
	Thinking differently about difference – towards a (contextual) relational diversity

	Does size matter? Reflecting on the implications of the research

	References
	The individuals in the pattern
	Choosing cases for analysis
	Case studies
	Luana (307) and Vatu (113)
	Ted (112) and Amelika (307)
	Taika (320) and Rynal (124)
	Hiri (116) and Alofa (313)
	The Lone Ranger – Lua

	Conclusion

	Appendix 1 – List of reviewed superdiversity articles
	Appendix 2 – The Questionnaire
	Appendix 3 – The interview instrument
	Appendix 4 – Informed consent form
	Appendix 5 - Preparation of data for fuzzy cluster analysis





