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For my grandfather, Thomas Vernon Hood,
who worked hard with his hands
everyday so that | did not have to.

He believed that education would set us free
from poverty. He was right.
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University of Sussex

Noel Jason Phillips

Diachronic Representational Change Surrounding Queer Identities
in British Newspapers between 1976 and 2005.

Summary:

This thesis explores the changing use of language in British newspapers that was used to
describe queer people, between 1976 and 2005. It brings together a broad spectrum of
sociological, linguistic and media theorists to investigate how such change was driven and

describe some of the social consequences.

The discussion is framed through the analysis of different facets of the queer community’s
experience which are being represented in the press over that time frame such as: the closet,
gueer protest and normalization. Whilst at the same time, aspects of the researcher’s personal
biography are woven into the writing to solidify the connections between theory,
representation and individual experience. This then is a multi-theoretical study using changing
language and representation as a methodology with its heart in media and language studies,

sociology, queer studies and history.

The research is focused upon newspaper articles taken from national, regional and queer
newspapers and each was focused upon as aspect of the queer experience. The main case
studies included comparisons between different papers, The Gay News Trial in 1977 and
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protests concerning section 28 in 1988. Later, it explores power and the closet across the period

and ends by utilising articles involving queer youth, queer family and queer professionals.

The analysis reveals that we are living in a new Foucaultian episteme; new age with a new spirit
this developed out of the protests and campaigns of the 1970s and 1980s which led to a
compression upon language driving linguistic change. This compression led the normalization

of queer people within society.

Page | iv



Acknowledgements

Many people in various ways have helped me in and without their support | would not have
been able to complete this work. | am glad for this opportunity to offer my thanks to them. |
would like to thank my supervisors Sharif Mowlabocus and Andy Medhurst. Without their
kindness, continuous support and wisdom this project would never have reached its conclusion.
| simple don’t believe | would have reached this point with different supervisors. They really
“saw” me and always had time for me. | would also like to thank my colleagues and staff in the

school of Media, Film and Music for their support and companionship along this journey.

| would like to extent my appreciation and warm wishes to my examiners Lucy Robinson and
Chris Pullen for their kind words, fresh insights and sage advice. Without them my work would
have been less theorised and had less of my personal voice. Like my supervisors they

encouraged me to be both a rigorous academic and an individual.

| would like to thank the staff at The Argus in Brighton, all the people at Brighton and Llanelli
Libraries as well as those at British Library Newspapers Archive in Colindale, London for their

invaluable support in helping me navigate the archive.

As a dyslexic | would also again like to extend particular thanks to my supervisors for ploughing
through my very random writing with all its mixed homophones and for others who proof read
it fully, allowing be to distil my thinking. | am particularly grateful to my proof readers Pam
Wadey, Vicky Hughes and Tony Maggs for their feedback and ideas, as well as Kathy Pitt for her

loving banter and insight.

Page | v



| would never have started this project without the emotional and financial support of my
grandfather, Thomas Vernon Hood. As a hardworking unschooled man from the Welsh valleys

he believed that education was the route out of poverty and he believed, in me.

This type of thesis is always built upon the thinking and work of those other academics who
have come before. | am grateful to them because they all inspired my thinking. However, on
reflection, | am overwhelmed by the sacrifices of the early queer rights movement. They really
did give this work the ability and right to speak, without them queer voices like mine would still

be mute.

| would like to thank all my family and friends for the unfailing support. Particularly my parents,
Gloria and Roy Phillips, My sister Joanne Jack and her family and everyone else on whom |
cancelled weekends away and days out in favour of my research or who listened to me bang on,

and on, and on about my ideas never knowing when | would reach the end.

Finally, | want to thank Bartholomew Darrington for prodding me down the last few months of

post-viva rewrites and wish him well in his studies and own ambitions for a DPhil.

N Jason Phillips

1% October, 2014

Page | vi



Table of Contents

1:0

1:1

1:2

1:3

1:4

1:5

1:6

2:0

2:1

2:2

3:0

3:1

3:1

3:2

3:3

3:4

T o e [V Tt d o] o FH TP O TSPV PP PPRR PRI 1
Biography: Coming OUL iN Wales......ccuiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e 1

T 1agoTe [UTo1dTe] o FOURT OO TRV PRRPPTR 2

o Ty oYV oo Tl =] | SRS 4
FOrmMUIQtions Of QUUEET .......iiiiiie ettt st st e s sbe e b e e sme e e e e e nnees 8
Some Important Article EXCIUSIONS........uuiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e 11
Questions and Conclusions — A Route Map To This Thesis......cccceeeveciireeieciiiee e 12
LItErature REVIEW. ....cii ittt ettt e et e e e e e e e e e s earee e e s snnreeeseeenrenas 17
21 ToT=4 e o] o1V R N CToTo o I = oo | OSSP 17
Y Y oToX ot o o T=I WY F 1o ) o USSR 18
V=1 VoY Fo] o} oY 2SRRI 28
Biography: Old Closets and Old ArChiVes...........coccuviei ittt ettt e e e e ere e e e e eaeees 28
YN 1Y Aot WAV, =Y o o Vo Yo FO U 29
The portrayal of Queer Identities and the Selection of Articles.........cccoecuvveeieeciieieiiicee e, 35
ViSIEING the ANCRIVES....ceiiiiiee e e e re e e e s e e e e e s babae e e eesaaeeessnneeas 39
An Article on NeWSPaPEr HISTOIY......uiii e ccciiee et e ettt e et e e esre e e e e e etae e e e e aaaaeeeseanaaeeeens 44

Page | vii



4:0

4:1

4:2

4:3

4:4

4.5

4:6

4.7

4:8

5:0

5:1

5:2

5:3

5:4

5:5

5:6

5:7

5:8

5:9

Voice, Protest and Compression IN LANGUAEE.......ccueeeeiiiccciiiiiiieeee et e e e e eeeee e 47

Biography: Learning to Shout OUt LOUd.........coocuiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e et e e 47
T (o e [¥ Tt d o] o FH P OSSPV UPPRPPOR PP 48
Marxist Linguistics and SOCial Change........coovcuiiiiiiiiiiiiee e ee e 50
Press Coverage of the Prosecution of Gay News in 1977.......ccccuvveeeeciiieeeeccieee e ecieeeeeevvee e 59
1988 a point of cOMPression 0N lANGUAEE........cvviii it rre e e aaaae e 82
Queer leadership and the pluralisation of the Queer voice in 1994..........cccoecvveeevciiieeesicnieeenn. 96
The effects of the release from compression in 2005.........ccccciieiiiiieieeeccee e 101
(6001 3Tl (V11T T USROS OPPTOUPTOPPOPPRION 106
Linguistic Explanations and Differing Rates of Change........cccccvvvveiiieiiicciiees e 108
Biography: Little Windows 0n @ QUEET Life.........ciicciiiiieieiiee ettt e 108
T (o e [¥Tord o] o FHR OO OSSP U PP PRSPPI 109
Linguistic Theories of Language Change........coucuvieiieiiiiiee et stee e ee e e savee s 110
A Tale of Representation in Two Parts of the UK........c..cooiiiiiiiiiciiiiice e 120
A Comparison of Changing Language Use in the UK National Press.........ccccoceeeeecieeeeeeciieeeeeens 131
Functional language changes and discourses of QUEEINESS.........c.ueeeeecueieeeeiiiieeeeeecreeeeecireee s 139

Examples of Historical Functional Language Change as Represented in the UK National Press.141
Queer female identities and functional language change........cc.cceevvciiiiiiicciiee e 148

(000 Y Vol LY To Y PSRRI 151

Page | viii



6:0

6:1

6:2

6:3

6:4

6:5

6:6

6:7

6:8

6:9

6:10

7:0

7:1

7:2

7:4

7:6

77

77

7:8

7:9

Power, Representation and The CIOSEt........cuuii it eerrree e e e e e e e e ennes 153

Biography: How to Camouflage Your ClOSET.......ccuiieiiiieeiiciiee ettt 153
T oo [V To1d o] o FH T PO U P PPTOUPRRPPROPROPPIIN 154
Discursive Theories of Language Change.......cucuiiiiiiciiiiieiiiiieessiiieeessieeee s ssrae e e e ssaeeeeessnseaeeeens 155
A Changing Representation of the Military Queer in the press — A New Episteme.................... 162
Cottaging and the Application of POWer in SOCIELY.....ccccviiiiiiiiiiiccceee e 171
Changing Policing of Queer People — A New Episteme.....cccuviiiiiciiiii i 177
The Production of Truth and the Application of POWer........ccoovciiiiiiiciiiiiiec e 180
The Closet — An Enabler of Violence In Both Physical and Linguistic FOorms?...........ccccecevveeeeais 187
The Whole British Nation Comes Out In The Times — A New Regime of Truth...........ccceen..... 192
CONCIUSION. ..ttt ettt ettt e et e e st e e sabe e sttt e s bbeesabeeesbbeesabaeesusbeesasbeesabaessabeenn 195
Normalisation and Professionalization of Queer Identities..........cceoeereerieenieiieenieenienccees 197
Biography: Normalization of This Professional QuUeer Person........cccccuveeeeeciveeeescivveeescnnneeenns 197
T} oo [¥ Tt o] o TSP UPR PR PRI 198
The Rise of Political Correctness and Language Change in the British Press..........ccccccveeennneen.. 205
The Increasing Visibility of Queer Youth & Families in British Newspapers........cccccceeeevieeeeennneen. 213
Changing Press Representations of Queer Members of Parliament.........ccccoccvieeiiiciee e, 222
Changing Representations of Queer Celebratory ..., 230
The Queer Consumer - @ NeW TrUth. ..ot 237
(600] 3Tl (D11 o o FO TS TUPRP SO PRTOTPTOPROPPRPIN 239

Page | ix



8:0

8:1

8:2

9:0

9:0

Bl T=XY E o] Tod 18 1Yo Yo VR 240

Biography: Heckling the Christian Protestors.......ccueiiciiiieiiiiieee e 240
(67073 Vol 11 To o VO RS USRI 241
21 o] Lo =4 =T o] o1V 2P 247
N AT o T Y o= g Y o] L= PSP 258

Page | x



1:0 Introduction

Aspects of my personal biography are inserted at the start of each chapter, including this
introduction, to highlight the connections between theory, representation and individual
experience which are central to my thinking but also to open a small gateway into the ideas
that will be presented in each chapter thus, this chapter too starts with a biographical narrative.

| am arguing that theory, and representations are never independent of the human experience.

1:1 Biography: Coming Out in Wales

| cried as | sat in the rather expensive manicured front garden of my friend’s house in Llanelli,
South Wales. Cried may not be the word for it. Maybe two would be better: sobbed

hysterically.

“What'’s the matter” she enquired with great concern. | continued with my tears.
“l have done something wrong” | managed to splutter.
“Why are you so upset?” she paused “Is it illegal?”

| nodded numbly.

At 18 years old in 1988 having sex with other men was most definitely illegal in the UK. Having

sex in toilets was even worse. Emma was the first person | ever told | was gay but, | never

mentioned the toilets.
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As | write this | am 44 and | can look back with the knowledge that comes from life and realise
many things. Firstly, those growing up in the forces, going to boarding school and hailing from
small mining towns in Wales such as | are bound to develop against hyper-masculine backdrops.
These environments juxtapose themselves in the mind with the other messages secretly
purchased, such as those of liberation in Gay Times or HIM magazine or quietly imbibed, such
as the antics of Kenny Everett, Boy George and John Inman. They are fundamentally set against
other messages that we read in the broader media. Secondly, | know that my life has been an
illustration for a part of queer history, a part of queer culture. That crying youth in Llanelli has
become a man living in Brighton and along the way has travelled many of the paths of closet,

protest and professionalism that are scrutinised in the coming thesis.

1:2 Introduction

This work explores facets of the changing use of language in British newspaper stories to
describe queer people between 1976 and 2005 and asks: “what are the drivers of such

change?”

When one looks examines the primary material in the archive one see a substantive shift in the
words and phrases associated with the “queer actors” in the articles between this dates. For

example in ‘Protest Over Children in Stage Workshop’ from The Times in 1977 one reads that:
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“The Festival of Light [a Christian campaigning organisation led by Mary
Whitehouse — more on both later] has called on the Government to halt “the
growing exploitation of children by militant homosexuals”, after the recent
announcement that school children in London are to take part in a theatre
workshop run by The Gay Sweat Shop Company. A report, Age of Consent just
produced by the festival and submitted to the Home Office, says recent
developments on homosexuality were never envisaged by Parliament when the
Act of 1967 was passed. The festival calls for a select committee of both Houses
to inquire into the spread of homosexual practices and propagation in Britain”

(Reporter, 1977,3)

However, within a generation, just twenty-nine years later The Mail prints a different
representation of queer people; entitled ‘Gay partners make better parents, say adoption

chiefs’ one sees completely different language surrounding queer people. It says:

“Gay couples can make better parents than heterosexuals because of their
‘variety of life experience’, Britain’s biggest adoption agency said yesterday [...]
the comments appear to pave the way for special status for gay couples who
want to adopt. lan Millar spokesman for BAAF in Scotland said “A lot of gay
parents do have good skills, probably Daddy and Daddy have better parenting
skills than Mummy and Daddy. Gay couples often have a variety of life
experiences that can be put to good use. There is certainly no evidence children

bought up by homosexual couples suffer in anyway” (Grant, 2005,8)
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How has such noticeable social change occurred over such a short period of time? My work sets
out to tackle this question by utilising a wide selection of linguistic, media, Marxist and
discourse theories to seek a comprehensive answer. This thesis, then, is a historical survey of
the journey that newspaper language surrounding Queer people took between 1976 and 2005

and my search for a comprehensive answer as to why this language changed so quickly.

Before engaging in this search, | want firstly, in this introduction, to lay out the path to my
research before examining the research itself. | begin by fully describing what brought me here,
which was, in short, the pursuit of a historical study using changing newspaper language as a

III

method; | then define my relationship to the idea of an “essential” queer identity as well as my
use of the term “queer” throughout the work. Next, | will justify the exclusion of some subjects
from the study. Finally, | will highlight the structures of my argument and what the reader can

expect from each of the core chapters how they engage with theories and pre-existing texts. It

also defines the research questions | formulated before entering the archive.

1:3 History For Itself

There are many methodologies and approaches to studying social history but | think one of the
most over looked is the study of the fluid connections between language and social relations. In

essence this is the tool that | brought to my bare on the research questions.

The idea that there is something akin to a linguistic fossil record laid down in newspapers is
something that first struck me during my MA, which was in History. For me newspapers
produce a stream of words every day. Miles and miles of paper which contains words,
phrases... thoughts. They are “laid down” and another layer is produced the next day. The
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newspaper archive is, then, very close to the fossil record with layer upon layer of material
being deposited upon the next. Much like biological evolution when you study that record you
can find subtle changes, mutations. You can also begin to interpret social meanings at the time
it was laid down. Newspapers are a small window to the past. They are a great vehicle for
exploring past events and especially for social change because each edition comes immediately
after the one before. Like stop motion animation, when you flick through them over decades
you witness incredible movement and energy. One sees changes in language use, subject and

topics and ones “target” is often provided in context with other narratives.

| have always appreciated that some theorists, notably postmodernists (White, 1973), feel that
language is too unstable to provide sufficient insight into the past. |, though, intrinsically felt
that newspapers and historical study do offer some sort of reflection on social events and
attitudes in the past which is greater than those postmodernists allow. These images may be
pale, even dark and patchy in places, but they have integrity. By that | mean that the events did

occur and they are meaningful and capable of analytical historical study.

| never argue, though, that there are fixed and imputable truths in history or language waiting

to be discovered or that a researcher can remove themselves from the subject. Truth, certainly
in discourse, is never fixed (Foucault, 1965) and neither is one’s position to it but, | am arguing
that history is a worthwhile process which does allow us a view into the past which can inform

our present, if the process of investigation is conceived in the correct way.
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For me, then, only a multi-disciplinary, multi-theoretical approach could really offer a solid
historical investigation. If you follow one single theoretical thread, and just that thread to the
exclusion of everything else, to its ultimate conclusion, you lose the strength of the whole.
Arguments become myopic. The meaning, the purpose even, is in listening to a breadth of the
academy. Foucault, Derrida, Barthe and the others, are great thinkers and | draw on some of
their work in my thesis but they are often focused on one single idea. As my work is centred on
many theorists | hope | produce a broader much more balanced picture. | believe that most
theories, even polarized ones have strength in unity, in finding the middle. | wanted to
demonstrate this in my research. In taking the “best” from each insight offered. So, throughout
my thesis the reader will find that | have drawn on a number of theorists to make my points,
often linking them to a particular facet of the gay experience. | expand on this concept further

in the methodology.

If postmodernism is concerned with the consumption of signs rather than artefacts and post-
structuralism concerned with the emptiness and fluidity of language, then | am both a
postmodernist and a poststructuralist. | believe that the world is beginning to retreat from the

consumption of signs, having found such consumption meaningless and unfulfilling.

As | mentioned, | wanted to demonstrate my ideas on the newspaper archive as a powerful tool
for cultural history by a thorough examination of one topic. Given my personal history it is

perhaps axiomatic that | would examine the changing fortunes of queer representations in the
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press. As a queer man and a dyslexic | have always been fascinated with the way words are
used to describe and define. | have often identified with press representations of queerness
and | often have not. Further, | felt that when examining queer people one sees a vivid and
dramatic change in their representation in the press over a very short time and was curious as
to how such an alteration happened so quickly and why now and not at another point in

history.

One final motivator for me in this research is that | have always been interested in how groups
reach power or social inclusion and then stay there. Is a progressive society a one- way street?
Is it not possible for the pendulum to swing the other way or for more conservative groupings
to dictate policy? Further, how do press representations portray these social movements? In
my work | am looking at how social dialogue and debate is played out in the press generally.
The methodology and technique can therefore be applied to any group or subject not just the

queer.

This work then became a very small step towards the application of an inclusionary multi-

theorist framework that produces a coherent piece of social cultural history around changing

gueer representations in the British Press between 1976 and 2005.
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1:4 Formulations of Queer

Any work of this kind has to at the start address at the start the continued debate on the nature
of sexuality and homosexuality in particular, not least because it was a central issue for queer
campaigners during the period understudy. Has there always been a homosexual essence or is
it a modern social construction? This debate is encapsulated by a quote from John Schippers in

1989, around the middle of my study:

“Essentialists say that homosexuality is universal and that it is a fixed and stable
characteristic of the person involved. Constructionists claim, on the other hand
that homosexuality is a cultural invention, or construct, designed to define and

regulate sexual behaviour”(Schippers, 1989,114)

Much like modernist and post-modernist debates above academics have split into the two

camps. With constructionists such as David M Halperin arguing:

“One of the most distinctive features of the current regime under which we
live is the prominence of heterosexuality or homosexuality as central organising
categories of thought, behaviour and erotic subjectivity” (Halperin, 2002,3) [my

emphasis]
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Halperin suggests here that the mere idea of homosexuality is a chimera that is only bought
into actualization in around 1890 and has grown since, as did Foucault (Foucault, 1978). On the

other hand Rictor Norton asserts:

“In the social constructionist view, knowledge is constructed, deconstructed
and reconstructed through ideological discourse. In my essentialist view
knowledge is discovered, repressed, suppressed and recovered through history

and experience” (Norton, 1997,11)

From this perspective, homosexuality always existed; it’s our relationship to it that changes.
Now might be a worthwhile time for me to disclose that | am in my heart, mainly but not
wholly, an essentialist when it comes to the formation of queer identities. Although | appreciate
the arguments of social constructionism, | do not believe they negate an essential nature; they
may very well facilitate such a nature but they do not create it. However, without social
constructionism my ideas would not be as freely formed as they are. This again is precisely my
position; it is through the lens of a multi-theoretical and multi-disciplinary project, taking
elements of queer essentialism and social constructionism together that one begins to view the
truth. They are two sides of the same coin and should not be separated. | believe that this idea
is demonstrated in my work. Further in some of the articles these concepts are clearly outlined,

such as the queer campaigns or in the idea that queers can be “created” by older queers.
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The word “queer” appears a lot in this thesis. For Weeks “queer as a concept referring to
sexuality is as fluid and ambiguous as the worlds it addresses.” (Weeks, 2012,524) but for me its
meaning and use are quite clear. This work is not a piece of revisionist history. | am not looking
to “queer” the past as such authors as Warner (Warner, 1993), Libretti (Libretti, 2004) and
Floyd (Floyd, 1998) . | am not wishing to enter the debate concerning constructionist or
essentialist arguments. In this way | am not exploring the terrain mapped out by the queer
theorists such as Ringer (Ringer(ed), 1994) and Jagose (Jagose, 1996) have. “Queer” for me is
shorthand for Lesbian, Gay and Bi-sexual. | have used it because it allows me to interrogate a
text in the way gay, homosexual and LGBT can’t because | will be analysing those very words
themselves. Queer is seldom used in newspaper print allowing me a level of differentiation. |
appreciate that there are a wealth of subtleties and nuances within the queer experience. My
work is then a historical account of the way queer people have been portrayed in the press. It is
in many ways very much a “traditional” historical study of the emergence of queer identities in

the British Press rather than a “queering” of anything.

Sociologist Steven Seidman has accused queer theorists of hubris and of claiming to have
invented social constructionism. He says they have ignored political organizations’, social
structures and historical contexts in favour of the examination of texts using a rarefied, abstract
theory (Seidman(ed), 1996,157). | would say that | fully agree with Seidman in that he neatly
summarises my own feelings. My relationship to queer identity politics is to value its
contribution but not to lose myself in its esoteric nature. | want, throughout this thesis, to stay

firmly rooted in the historical and social.

Page | 10



Moving on from queer identities and terms, | use the term diachronic to mean change across
time but | interchange its use with the terms semantic and representational drift. To me these
are aspects of the same process: words that change meaning across the period, that build into

representations that do the same thing.

1:5 Some Important Article Exclusions

There are also subjects that | haven’t included in the study but are nevertheless present from
time to time. One of them is HIV/AIDS which has been broadly covered by other researchers
(Watney, 1997, Lupton, 1994, Tulloch and Chapman, 1992) and therefore | refer the reader to
these overviews of the AIDS epidemic —and the corresponding media coverage. The other is
religious groups outside of the Christian such as Islamic or Jewish, which | also haven’t explored
beyond the merest hint, in one or two articles, on the intersection between Islamic and queer
for example. This is because these intersections draw this study into another realm and away
from the research questions towards new ones. They are complex and justify a full investigation

in their own right.
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1:6 Questions and Conclusions — A Route Map To This Thesis

After formulating some ideas concerning language and the society and deciding on the
changing representation of Queer people as a vehicle, | went to the archive with five key

questions:

How did the language used to describe queer people in the British Press change between 1976
and 2005?*

What was the character of this change? Was it uniform across the country?

What social and theoretical explanations were there for such change?

Was there resistance to change?

Why did change happen so rapidly during this period when it had been resisted for so long?

Why now and not at another point in history?

The processes of, and drivers of, change | identified in answering these questions can be
summarised in the following diagram. This is a visual representation of the engine drove

language change in the British Press concerning queer people across the period.

!| chose these dates because they marked the ascension of Margret Thatcher to leader of the Conservative party at the start of the study and
the resignation of Tony Blair as leader of the Labour party at the end. | felt both of these figures had been powerful voices in the discourse on
queer identities
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The greatest engine of change has
been the battle over the meaning of
words. This led in the 1980s to a huge
“compression” upon language
brought about by a pluralisation of
voices . After, there was an energetic
rebound.

These processes are different in
nature from traditional linguistic
theories of change. The build up of
this pressure and its outcomes are
identifiable and measurable across
the period but, not uniform across
the country.

So significant has this change been
that it has resulted in a sudden lurch
in discourse which equates to a new
“episteme”. This can be
demonstrated by changing power
relations.

This process has led to the
normalization of the Queer voice
which has further been embedded by
PC codes and legislation leading to a
new commercial consensus in the
press.
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My thesis, then, is laid out in four key chapters which seek, overall, to answer the original
guestions by exploring aspects of the queer experience. They reflect and describe the diagram
above. It is fore-grounded, by a literary review (chapter 2) and discussion of methodology
(chapter 3) and tied together with a conclusion (chapter 8). The main body of my research is
wholly a work of cultural and media history which is centred explaining the process above
whilst exploring on what | perceive as four facets of queer identity in the press which emerged
from my research. Each chapter and “facet” is further linked to a theoretical school, thus
drawing on a multi-theoretical web. These facets of queer experience emerged from my

analysis and | will discuss this further in the methodology.

In Chapter 4, “Voice, Protest and Compression In Language” | explore who gets to speak in an
article and how this changes. | am particularly interested in queer campaigning. This chapter
will argue that, over the period, queers have found their own voice and have grown more
sophisticated in the variety and meaning of their articulations, leading to a pluralisation of the
gueer voice. | argue that they have achieved this against a backdrop of negative press stories
which have defined them as perverts and worse. | then use elements of Marxism and
Hegemonic theory to describe such changes. | highlight my personal theory that central to
language change, especially in such a short time, is the process of “compression and release”
upon language, a process in which language is compressed by the volume of opposing voices
within discourse, leading to a rapid release and a rush to inclusion at a later date, substantially

altering the nature of representations in a very short time.
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In, chapter 5, “Linguistic Explanations and Differing Rates of Change” | use the theories of
general linguistics to explore differing speeds of language change between different elements
of the press, between broadsheets and tabloids; local and national; between Left and Right;
gueer and straight. Within this discussion | draw out the facet of queer experience that
positions the individual within a changing zeitgeist and changing sexual morality. | will argue
that language is a product of society and language change and representation, as used by
newspapers, is a reflection of changes in differing parts of society. This chapter is centred on
proving, rather than assuming, that there has been change and demonstrating that this change
is not uniform. It differs depending on constituency. It searches for the drivers of change within
linguistic theories but it ultimately suggests that the speed of change surrounding queer people

is not sufficiently explained by traditional linguistics alone.

In chapter 6, “Power, Representation and The Closet” | use theories of discourse to examine the
private/invisible facet of the queer experience as portrayed in the press. | explore how queer
people can “pass” as non-queers and explore the changing press representations of the military
qgueer serviceperson. | will draw on articles about the experience of private citizens being
forced out or coming out voluntarily, particularly in the area of “cottaging” — or men having sex
with men in public toilets. | look at changing responses to these particular narratives in the
queer press. | will argue that increasingly queers have become more visible and that sexuality
has become less and less a matter of privacy or indeed, shame. Throughout | draw upon
discursive theories to explore the movement of power in society and how this changes across

the period under study; | argue that such changes in power relations are drivers of language
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change in the press. Fundamentally, | reach the conclusion that we are living in a new

episteme.

Whilst many non-queers have been involved in arguably, labelling queers as predominantly
sexual beings, Chapter 7, “Normalisation and Professionalization of Queer Identities”, seeks to
examine the professionalization of queers and queer subculture, how the queer became every
day. It draws closely on specific articles on changing representations of queer professionals
such as MPs and celebrities and will explore and examine the rise of Political Correctness (PC)
as well as progressive legislation as explanations of change. | blend elements of Chomsky’s
theories with Habermas to argue that ultimately the media is a commercial machine that has

redefined the queer person as a consumer and thus moderated its language

Chapter 8 draws my work together in a conclusion. It summarises the drivers of language
alteration in the press by drawing upon and combining the different chapters into one multi-
theoretical description of such change. It also reviews that research questions and indeed the

motivations for the research and asks if they have been adequately explained.
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2:0 Literature Review

2:1 Biography: A Good Book

There have been three major queer books in my life. How to be a happy homosexual by Terry
Sanderson (Sanderson, 1986) was the first and arrived in 1987. | had ordered in secretly from
Gay Times and had kept it hidden under the wardrobe in my bedroom in Wales. Nobody would
move a wardrobe surely. It lay there full of guilty advice. In order to be a happy homosexual it
announced you had to tell everyone. You had to come out to everyone in one go. No
exceptions. | was never able to fulfil this. | didn’t so much come out, as trickle out, slowly, over
a number of years. | was amused and intrigued to find that this work and other early self-help
books for queer people were the subject of academic study of reappraisal in 2009 by colleagues

at the University of Sussex. | had taken the information as gospel.

The second was Tales of the City by Amistead Maupin (Maupin, 1984)which came to me in
1995. It convinced me that | was part of a wider global social revolution. | was fit, | was out and
| was happy. Like Mouse, the lead character of the novel, | was in search of the perfect
relationship. Casual sex was a necessary part of the socialising process. For me, the book was
superficially light and engaging. It reflected my life at the time. Renting a room in London and

socializing on the gay scene: young and single and carefree.

| consumed the last book The Swimming Pool Library by Alan Hollinghurst (Hollinghurst, 1988)
which | read in 2007. It is a recount of queer culture in the early 1970s. To me it spoke of the

energy of sexual attractions and of aging as a queer person. It explored the why queer culture
can fetish youth and masculine cultures whilst it at the same time such fetishisation produces
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disaffection and isolation within its own membership. It was about transgression,
deconstruction and reflection. It is a considered novel. When | read this book | had been HIV+
for a number of years and | was disillusioned with the gay scene. | too had been trapped by its

shallowness, damaged by my own carefree and superficial experiences.

Too me these three books describe and bind my own queer identity. | read each cover to cover
in a single sitting and, although | have never read much “queer fiction” or self-help books their
words resonated with me, as does the academic work underneath. In reading the work above |
came to a better understanding of my own experience. In reading the works below | came to an

understanding of the academic territory within which | traversed.

2:2 Mapping the Territory

| want in this chapter to lay out the academic territory that surrounds my thesis to give the
reader a clear idea of where my research sits in relation to other related studies. To my mind it
is at the centre of a triangle bounded by social history, queer linguistic studies and cultural
studies (specifically those elements relating to sociological and media theories). It is, as | have
mentioned in my introduction, a piece of modern social history which uses changing language
around and representations of queer in the press and as a theme. It is also a piece of cultural
studies because of its multi-theoretical approach and media centre. Firstly, | will begin this
review by examining the work that has been in the area of media, such as sociolinguistic studies
of the press and in traditional linguistics. It is here that | will start, before moving backwards to
gueer linguistic studies and finally, into the domain of history to demonstrate the social

historical element of my work. As | go through | will make several converging claims to
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originality, however the strongest claim is that of a multi-theoretical thesis which blends
linguistic study with Queer history; particularly, the way in which local newspapers, and queer

history, are juxtapositioned with the national newspapers and queer issues.

| spent considerable time searching for diachronic linguistic studies of any type or era the
British Press and can find only one, a 2002 study entitled Language Change in English
Newspaper Editorials by Ingrid Westin (Westin, 2002). This study differs from my own in a very
real manner. Whilst | focus on social explanations of change and on using newspapers as a
historical record to build an overarching narrative, Westin’s is a grammatical data analysis.
Mine is concerned with social history, her study with data. In short, hers is a highly focused
structural analysis which sits wholly in the field of traditional linguistics and offers no historical
account or explanation of the drivers of such change, whilst such explanations are paramount
to my work. | concentrated on articles around queer folk which fell into categories whilst
Westin’s sole criterion for inclusion was frequency, any subject was viable. On the novelty and

originality of her work, and by inference my own, she says:

“The study of newspaper language from a diachronic perspective does not seem
to have attracted much attention. Laurie Bauber is an exception. In Watching
English Change, he devotes a chapter to the diachronic study of three
grammatical features: comparative and superlative adjectives, concord with
collective nouns and relative clauses, using material mainly from editorials

published in The Times between 1900 and 1985”(Westin, 2002,3)
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Again, Bauber’s study is a focusing on long-term historical language change, but such change
around queer people has not been long term. Bauber is less concerned with representation and
discourse. Change around queer folk has been short and rapid and this is what sets my work
apart from all of the linguistics, historical linguistic and etymologic studies | could find (Bower,
1994). These studies are grammatical analysis focused on the ebbs and flows of syntax across
centuries and millennia. Fundamentally though, none of them looked at changing language and
representations of social groups in the press. Neither to they explore social change or contrast

regional change.

Chiefly, | wanted to look at how the press has been treated by media theorists and sociologists.
There has been a lot of research done on language in the media often from a sociological or
ideological point of view. | am thinking here of Bell (Bell, 1961, Bell, 1991), Kress (Kress, 1993),
Fowler(Fowler, 1994, Fowler R, 1979, Fowler, 1991) Van Dijk (Kress, 1993, van Dijk, 1992, van
Dijk, 1995, Van Dijk, 2001, Van Dijk, 1997)and the Glasgow Media Group (Group, 1982), who all
appear in this study along with other notable studies such as Richardson’s Analysing
Newspapers (Richardson, 2007)and Currans Press and Popular Culture(Curran and Sparks,
1991).Whilst Bell and Kress focus upon the audience effects on language choice in papers (Bell,
1991, Kress, 1993), Fowler has discussed gender discrimination (Fowler, 1994). None of these
focuses upon queer people and none are diachronic in nature. Neither to have they used
regional and national press in a single study. They are not about change but instead about
power and ideology, important aspects of my study but not at the centre. They will normally
focus upon one article or a series around a particular event, exploring words used and

subliminal power plays, whilst mine compares and contrasts articles across eras. For example in
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Analysing Newspapers, Richardson works with just one central article, plus a few reactions to it,
entitled Us, loathsome? Shame on them from The Daily Express in 2004 to explore sentiments

of “truth” and stereotyping around Muslims (Richardson, 2007,174).

Central to my theme is the comparison between different publications from different
constituencies and regions of the UK. Here there has been more work but it is structural in
nature, rather than looking at representation. Crystal and Davy (Crystal and Davey, 1969).
Again, there is a general retreat in the comparative studies to explore structure and grammar

rather than anything historical or cultural.

There is then a dearth of linguistic or media projects which focus upon the changing fortunes of
any social group using newspapers as the key record. There are no diachronic studies which
compare changing portrayals of social groups. | want now to examine the work which has been

undertaken on queer histories and identities.

There are a number of studies on queer history and a number of queer historians, notably
amongst them are Weeks (Weeks, 1990a, Weeks, 2000, Weeks, 1989), Jeffery-Poulter, Boswell
and D’Emilio (Jeffery-Poulter, 1991, Boswell, 1980, D'Emilio, 1984). In queer(y)ing the “Modern
Homosexual”, Jeffery Weeks, perhaps the most productive British queer historian, lays out the
trends within this discipline since 1970 in Britain (Weeks, 2012). What is clear from this
contribution and from the archive is that no studies however complete, have used the media,
or more specifically newspaper language, to chart queer history and emancipation in the way |
have. Weeks says that “British queer history now has long roots and flourishing blossoms but is

still often regarded as an exotic plant.” (Weeks, 2012,524). For me this highlights the narrow
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nature any queer study. My own which blends newspaper language change with queer cultural
history with its focus on different aspects of queer identity in this way is also novel. As is the
way it explores regional variations in the queer experience. All of these historians provided
incredible insight into the theories of queer sexuality. | am not seeking to do this. | am exploring
the engines of social change. Not how can these queer identities be formed, policed or
discovered but how did society come to accept them and how can this be seen in the

newspaper record.

Ultimately, my work will focus on the changing representation of queer people in newspapers.

Barak suggests that:

“Understanding the construction of news making requires the examination of
the conscious and unconscious processes involved in the mass dissemination of
symbolic consumer goods. Commonly referred to as information or ideas [ and
that] stories produced by the news media reveal as much about [society] as they

inform ”(Barak, 2011,3)

Social construction assumes that the world is not just there but is constructed by a
whole range of different social arrangements and practices (Potter, 1996) and that the
media is part of this process. | agree but | suggest what drives changes in these
constructions for they are not static, as is often represented. Mediawatch by Terry
Sanderson (Sanderson, 1995c) is an account of how queer people are constructed in the
press, but it is not a historical or sociological account, although it may be a source of

data. It is, instead, a diatribe on the misrepresentation of queer people in the British
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media between 1982 and 1994. It doesn’t draw on any academic theories to explore the
reasons or methods of change. However it does challenge contemporary constructions.
Straight News by Alwood (Alwood, 1996) is a history of queer folk in the American
media between 1943 and 1994 and is of the same ilk as Mediawatch. Neither of these
studies has at its core the concept of language change, and certainly not diachronic
semantic drift. They do not seek to demonstrate the drivers of change within society,
nor do they compare or analyse the differences between contributors or geographic
regions. Neither of these studies brings into it a concept of the queer or local press. My
study adds to the literature around queer history, extending as it does between 1977

and 2005 and looking for change, change both a national and regional level.

My work is also organised in that unusual fashion of focusing on facets of queerness, on
change, silence, protest and professionalism. It is not organised around a single event or
a linear progression such as the oral history No Bath but Plenty of Bubbles (Power,

1995). In this way this thesis character and scope is different from previous work dealing

with traditional linear narratives of queer history.

Within the area of queer linguistic studies there have been several texts which have influenced
my work here. Queerly Phrased, from 1997, is the main study (Hall and Livia, 1997). It is global
in its reach, covering aspects of queer linguistics as far away as Japan (and including essays
focused on the early 16" Century (Hall and Livia, 1997). It does not focus on diachronic change
nor on newspaper representations, rather as they say themselves “The volume editors have
commissioned essays that are mostly anthropological-linguistic or sociolinguistic but also

literary critical [...] and are of principle interest to these groups” (Hall and Livia, 1997). Taking
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Queer Linguistics Further: Sociolinguistics and Critical Heteronormativity a research paper by
Motschenbacher from 2011 (Motschenbacher, 2011), clearly identifies queer linguistics as a
reaction to earlier essentialist approaches in the field of language and sexuality.

Motschenbacher asserts:

“Queer Linguistics is not to be equaled with a “gay and lesbian” approach to
language. It rather transfers ideas from queer theory to linguistic research,
building on the integration of work by poststructuralist scholars such as
Foucault, Butler and Derrida in order to provide a critical investigation of the

discursive formation of heteronormativity” (Motschenbacher, 2011,152)

Thus for me, much of that which is queer linguistic is excluded from my study although | draw
on both Foucault and Butler at different times. In this regard my work is set apart from queer
studies and | cannot find any queer studies that draw on language and newspaper language to
explore queer history in the way | do here. All of these theories of queerness do not explore the
engines of social change across time nor compare different geographical regions. They define

the queer self and fluid identities in relationship to the outside world.

Next, | turn to the final element of my work, that of cultural and media history. There are a
number of longitudinal studies surrounding queer folk of many different types most notably in
the areas of HIV/AIDS and medicine in general. Some looked at the acquisition of language and

some at personal ads. None explored the facets of queer identity and history in the way mine

Page | 24



does. None used newspapers, certainly British newspapers as a vehicle. Longitudinal studies do
explore change overtime by coming back to the same very specific variables. | have used
diachronic to suggest something broader and wider. | am trying to capture the process of
change around a community over a period rather than a person or one aspect of that
community and underpin that investigation with a broad theoretical framework. There are also
parallel studies in race and disability which have informed my work. Again though | couldn’t

find any that dealt with changing press representations across time

Whilst there is considerable attention paid to the “linguistic turn” in history which has made
post-structuralism a significant challenge to the modern historian, nowhere, can | find a use of
this fluidity in language as a methodology in itself and, therefore, none that see diachronics as a
way forward. | think this can be explained by Bingham’s article from 2012 entitled Reading
Newspapers: Cultural Histories of the Popular Press in Modern Britain (Bingham, 2012)and it is
towards this understanding of newspapers as a record of social history that | want to turn to

next. Bingham asserts that

“because popular newspapers are less valued than the quality press few libraries
kept copies of them... the British Library in Colindale was often the only place for
scholars to consult past copies of popular newspapers. In this regard, it is
perhaps not surprising that the vast bulk of research on popular press was
conducted by a relatively small field of specialist newspaper historians.”

(Bingham, 2012,142)
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However, Bingham goes on to describe how in recent years “newspapers are increasingly seen
as an invaluable window onto popular culture” (Bingham, 2012,145). In this regard, | am riding
this “cultural turn” in history in this thesis. | am also using newspapers as a vehicle for exploring
the changing fortunes of queer folk, gazing through that very window that Bingham is
describing. | have pursued Bingham’s work and that of others such as Conboy (Conboy,
2007)and what is missing is that sense of change over time. Perhaps one of the closest studies
to my own has been Constructing ‘suspect ‘communities and Britishness: Mapping British Press
Coverage of Irish and Muslim Communities,1974—2007, again from 2012 (Nickels et al., 2012). It
is another piece of work which is using newspapers to gaze into the past. It differs from my own
as it is not actually focused on changing language but a comparison between two different
alienated groups, two “others” in society. It does not compare different rates of change in
different geographic areas. It does not look for engines of change but is rather focused on the
production of identities by the press. It is similar in that it is diachronic study and explores

words associated with these groups.

Taken overall, it can be seen that my study sits in a gap bound by the linguistics, queer
linguistics studies and cultural history projects | have described above. Outside of that triangle
swirl the broad currents of sociology, history, media, identity politics and cultural studies which
all press against and define the void that | am working to fill. As Bingham asserts this is a new

field (Bingham, 2012). Its true originality lies in blending a linguistic study with queer history; of
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comparing changing language in different parts of the UK and using non-linear structures to

report these changes.
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3:0 Methodology

3:1 Biography: Old Closets and Old Archives

There is nothing in the world like being young, beautiful and accepted. Except maybe for being
all these things after you have been troubled, obese and ostracized. In the 1990s | was the
former and the “scene” photographers regularly took my photo, for a period of three years of
so | appeared almost weekly, in different guises, in the various dominant gay publications of the
time. Not only did | associate with the story, but often | was the story. | became part of the
record “laid down” in print week after week. Pre-internet part of my regular routine on a
Saturday was to gather all the queer press together and avidly read it in the evening with my
partner. We followed the stories, the pictures, the clubs and the fashion, avidly people spotting.

By the early to mid-2000s | had stopped reading the queer press at all.

In the 1990s | also worked on a queer magazine called Axiom, later to be rebranded as AXM. |
was part of the process which saw vast acres of words and discourse added to the record. We
decided what was newsworthy, in response to an inner sixth sense, a insight into our own
qgueer culture. We “knew” what queers wanted to read about and cared about and it wasn’t
politics. It was health, decor and fashion. We were part of the new cutting edge of queer news

which almost unilaterally dumped the politics of 1980s in favour of a party.

| had always read the national press though. This was a gift from my grandfather who was an
ardent Mirror reader and my mother who loved the Daily Mail. Newspapers were everywhere

growing up but what there wasn’t any conversation about the events recorded both constitutes
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simple accepted what had been written as gospel. Stories were quietly imbibed as truth not

reflected upon.

So it was then that | approached the Newspaper Archive in Colindale with considerable
anticipation not just academic but also personal. | was flushed with desire to revisit the past to
explore the record of both queer and personal discourses, to revisit past triumphs and re-
examine long past narrative both publically and privately consumed. On arrival this anticipation
was made even more vivid by the juxtapostioning of the very dry museum like atmosphere of
the archive with the intensely alive and relevant material of that queer discourse. A reflection,
perhaps, of all the other times | had read queer discourse whilst in a studious non-queer

environment.

3:1 Analytical Method

Much of this thesis’s methodological framework which is essentially developed from the school
of Critical Discourse Analysis or CDA (Fairclough, 1989, Fairclough, 1995a, Fairclough, 2010,
Fairclough, 1995b, Fairclough, 1994) however, it does not slavishly follow this method but

blends in other methodological strategies both personal and academic.

There is in the in my work a high degree of self-reflection and one can see it most at work here
in the methodology. | want, then, to pause to consider this. For me as an academic self-
reflectivity means constantly review and updating my work and my methods. It means looking
at the methodology and asking: “is this working?” Looking at the work and asking “is my
analysis neutral or reflective of my own internal dialogue?” “Am | considering sufficiently the
work that has proceeded me?” Throughout the reader will fine that | have continually adapted
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CDA to enable me to focus on the research questions. To have simply adopted it wholesale
would not have been effective. Indeed, | choose CDA because of its malleability. Another form
of reflectivity is that | hope at the end of the thesis the reader will be able to deconstruct it and
explore the techniques used in the development of the arguments. This thesis, this project is
not as it was at conception, at draft at pre-viva; it has morphed and developed at each stage.
It's been both painful and beneficial to lose ideas and gain new ones at different points but it is
stronger because of it. It is also self-aware through the inclusion of the large amount of
autobiography. It admits the reader to the private world of the researcher who both formed as
was formed by the thesis of the period of 4 years of so and the narratives studies over much

longer.

This section does though explore the nature of CDA, as it is the major influence for the
methodology behind my research. After, it will introduce the newspapers that are used in the

thesis as well as discussing how articles were included for study.

Researchers in CDA:

“are concerned with a critical theory of the social world, the relationship of
language and discourse in the construction and representation of the social
world, and a methodology that allows them to describe, interpret and explain

such relationships” (Paleridge, 2006,185)

CDA is an approach that unlike other drier linguistic methodologies places representations of
individuals at its heart. It is “critical” because it is “associated with studying power relations.

This concept of critical is rooted in the Frankfurt School of critical theory” (Rogers, 2004,1, Jay,
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1973). This is useful because much of my work is conceptualised around ideas of power in
society. “The aim of CDA is to shed light on the linguistic discursive dimension of social and
cultural phenomena and process of change in late modernity ”(Jorgensen and Phillips,

2002,61)[emphasis added].

As Partridge asserts:

“CDA explores the connections between the use of language and the social and
political contexts in which it occurs [...] it investigates ways in which language

constructs and is constructed by social relationships”(Paleridge, 2006,178).

Fairclough goes further, stating that CDA is “critical social research [which] aims to contribute
to addressing social ‘wrongs’ of the day by analysing their sources and causes, resistance to

them and possibilities of overcoming them” (Fairclough, 2009,82).

Fairclough sees language as “perhaps the primary medium of social control” (Fairclough,
1989,2), a social space where ideas and ideologies of power are reproduced and this has an
obvious relevance for my study of how language has played a part in the politics of sexuality. In
CDA Fairclough believes there is a “theory and method for studying language in its relation to
power and ideology”(Fairclough, 1995a,1). CDA is concerned with analysis, how language
creates and is created by dialectical power relationships within the social sphere. In the
Fairclough model of CDA it achieves this through an analysis of text within context(Fairclough,
1989,91) because “the relationship between texts and social structures is a mediated
one”(Fairclough, 1989,117). Texts do not exist on their own, in isolation. The choice of CDA over
other discourse analysis methodologies recognises the unrestricted nature of this vehicle for
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analysis and argues by implication that other forms of analysis do not bring enough
understanding to the research question. “CDA starts with the assumption that language use is
always inevitably constructing and constructed by social, cultural, political and economic
contexts”(Rogers, 2004,10) thus, it places language and discourse at the centre of any social
study. For me this strengthens and acknowledges my own arguments that newspaper language

reflects the real social world in which language itself is a central player.

CDA was a suitable methodological choice for this research because of its blending of text and
context. It has a philosophical premise that “CDA sees itself not as dispassionate and objective
social science but as engaged and committed. It is a form of intervention in social practice and
social relationships” (Fairclough and Wodak, 1997,258). Richardson concurs, asserting that
“CDA takes an overt moral and political position with regard to the social problem
analysed”(Richardson, 2007,2). It is very well suited to a research project which is polemic in
nature focusing on social discourse. Fairclough argues that “CDA oscillates between a focus on

structures [...] and on a focus on strategies for social agents.” (Fairclough, 2009,233).

In blending linguistic study with the narrative of queer history, a history where the meanings of
texts were so contested, this oscillation enables the researcher to examine changing texts in
context, to place changes within the forces that enabled them. CDA is unashamedly cross-
disciplinary and multi-theoretical in its approach. Fairclough and Wodak believe that “CDA is by
nature inter-disciplinary”(Fairclough and Wodak, 1997,271)and, in fact, “emphasizes the need
for inter-disciplinary work”(Wodak and Meyer, 2009). This characteristic blends perfectly with
the approach of my thesis towards a multi-theoretical engagement with the research question.

Further “CDA has never been and has never attempted to be or to provide one single or specific
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theory. Neither is one specific methodology characteristic of CDA”(Wodak and Meyer, 2009,5).
The researcher in CDA is relatively free to construct a framework that is best suited to the

project.

There are approaches to CDA from French discourse analysis, critical linguistics, social semiotics
and socio-cognitive studies (Fairclough and Wodak, 1997). However, the specific approach that
is dissolved in this thesis is that espoused by Norman Fairclough. This is because in particular,
his approach has a central focus on the “investigation of change” (Jorgensen and Phillips,
2002,7). Changes and theories of language change are the bedrock of this research and the
methodology therefore needs to reflect this. Further “Fairclough’s approach is a text-orientated
form of discourse analysis”(Jorgensen and Phillips, 2002,65) which enables a tight focus on the
research question which is centred on newspapers. He asserts “text analysis is not sufficient for
discourse analysis as it does not shed light on the links between texts and societal and cultural
processes and structures, an interdisciplinary approach is needed”(Jorgensen and Phillips,
2002,66). He has also focused his research on the media, producing several studies of
newspapers (Fairclough, 2003a, Fairclough, 1995b). This puts his approach at the heart of this

research.

Fairclough’s specific methodology is focused on the exploration of texts through the following

model:

TEXT

Discourse Practice
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He suggests that the text is investigated across these three basic areas. The textual analysis is
centred upon the “experiential values” (Fairclough, 1989,92) of words, whether they are
ideologically contested and the “relational values”(Fairclough, 1989,92) between them. Further,
as both Fairclough and Richardson argue, the next step, and the heart of the analysis, is the
examination of “structuring presuppositions”(Richardson, 2007,47), those hidden
presuppositions in the text that combine to form textual cohesiveness across the piece
(Fairclough, 1992,176). How these values, presuppositions and textual cohesiveness change is

central to my thesis and | use them to explore articles.

Next, both Fairclough and Richardson suggest that the text needs to be placed within the
“discursive practice dimension of the communicative event [which] involves various aspects of
the processes of text production and text consumption”(Richardson, 2007, Fairclough,
1995b,58). In queer history the consumption and representations of texts is a highly contested
area central to the theme of this thesis. For example | explore the Gay Liberation Front’s
demands for accurate portrayals during the 1970s in chapter 6. | very much explore the

representation of an event, one reflection of the event, rather than the event itself.

Finally, Richardson says that the text should be considered in light of “socio-cultural practice”
(Richardson, 2007,42). What does this text say about the society that produced it? | use this

technique throughout my work but particularly in the conclusions and overall summary.
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3:2 The portrayal of Queer Identities and the Selection of Articles

Firstly, and most importantly, | reiterate my solid belief that no single approach can provide a
complete explanation of why the language around queer people changed so dramatically
during the period under question. It is not the function of my thesis to explore changes in the
theoretical currents of the academy, to describe the rise of Foucault or the fall of Marx. It is its
function to take the best explanations from across the academy and combine them into a single
vision, an explanation of language change and the altering portrayal of queer people in the
press. This does not amount to a unified theory of sociology or of history. | am asserting that in
this research, on this question, that these perspectives have value. Further, in taking a multi-
theoretical position | reject the abstract and often overly heated debates between different
schools within the social sciences in favour of a more calm, considered and balanced appraisal
of all the most productive theories. Not every theory that could be in the thesis has been
offered space and many deserving theories have been excluded, particularly the psycho-
analytic. In general this has been to facilitate a broad and productive dialogue between those
that remain. The psycho-analytic have been excluded because this paper deals with
communities rather than individuals and press portrayal of queer folk rather than the individual
reactions to them. Clearly communities are made up of individuals who come together but this
is not sufficient to include this perspective. To be clear, it is not so much individual theorists
that have been chosen but schools of philosophy often named after an individual. | draw not
just upon Marx in the chapter on protest but also many other left leaning commentators as |

dissolve Foucault into the section on power into the broader view, so | do the same to all the
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theorists. What | do to the theories as a whole in searching for a multi-theoretical approach, |

also do to each theoretical approach in looking for a broad range of adherents.

The theoretical approaches used were selected through via secondary research before going to
the archive. In short | built a methodological toolbox. Firstly, | allowed myself a number of
weeks just too physically touch many of the books in the University library. | allowed my
intellect to wander unfettered across the infinite ideas and connections that reading indexes,
introductions and summaries of hundreds of books offered me. | touched them and bounced
between them. Occasionally, | would delve a little deeper but | didn’t let myself be drawn in too
far. Through this | surveyed all the possible approaches that | could take to my work but some
simply began to resonate more fully. It was into those that | delved more deeply over the next
year or so. | constantly wrote, right from the start, just short theoretical surveyors of thinkers
such as Marx and Foucault and presented these for feedback. In this way the thinkers came
alive for me. | felt like the secondary archive spoke to me, informed my question, rather than

the other way around.

Whilst the chapters centre on facets of the queer historical experience, | used a framework for
the inclusion of articles which was not organised around these facets instead | developed four
broad “threads” which | intuitively considered to cover the breadth of the queer experience.
This was to enable a neutral and arm’s length discovery process that was separated later
analysis from selection. Much like the library, it ensured that the archive was mined for what
was there, rather than to sanction a predetermined argument. The “facets” that | use to centre
each chapter around emerged later after analysis of the core articles. | developed the “threads”

simply as a method of ensuring that the research was balanced and balanced in every year. This
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framework, or net, allowed me to sift the archive without an over reliance on anyone one type
of article in anyone one year. It would be all too easy, for example, in 1988 just to explore
articles around campaigns and suggest that was all there was. It ensured, therefore, that | left
the archive with a broad base of articles. It also pushed me into ensuring that each area was

covered and | was exploring as fully as possible the reporting of the queer experience.

It was not possible to include every national paper and certainly not every local paper. The
papers selected offered a wide and full range of opinions. Whilst the dates centred on periods
of activity within the queer experience, that activity is often driven by external factors. The
newspapers and dates were chosen before going to the archive and have remained fixed ever
since. | selected those dates by simply looking at a timeline of modern queer history and

identifying key events which were temporally spread.

Articles were spread consistently across the period. One piece for each of the four “threads”
was sought, in each of the years and for each publication, 128 articles in all. Again, the threads
were selected to provide the widest possible aspects of the queer experience and the language
in use at the time. It was only after going to the archive and retrieving the articles that the core

chapter headings evolved.

The “threads” were: the “Judicial Process” thread included any articles that pertained to crime,
courts or tribunals where the defendant or victim was queer. “Legislative campaigns” included
all articles that involved queer people in protests, campaigns, or other visualizations — such as
performing arts - that were designed to change the image of queer people in the press or the

law. In the “Christianity” section we place all articles concerning either queer priests or the
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attitude of different congregations towards queerness. “In/Out” dealt with issues of coming out

whether that was forced, for example, through arrest, scandal or voluntarily.

The threads, years and newspapers are:

4 threads X

1)JUDICIAL PROCESS
2)LEGISLATIVE CAMPAIGNS
3)CHRISTIANITY

4)IN/OUT

4 years

1977

1987

1994

2005

8 publications

SUN

MIRROR
GUARDIAN

TIMES

MAIL

BRIGHTON ARGOS
LLANELLI STAR

QUEER PRESS
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3:3 Visiting the Archives

The next part of the process was to actually visit “the archive”. There were in fact a number of
destinations, which made up this “archive”, so it may be proper to talk about archives. These

were:

e The British Newspaper Archive at Colindale, London —from which | gleaned a large
number of articles, including those from the queer press.

e Llanelli Local Library - here | explored issues of The Llanelli Star that weren’t available to
me at Colindale.

e Brighton Library — again, | explored issues of The Brighton Argus that weren’t available
to me at Colindale.

e Argos Newspaper Archive - this is where | started my journey. Although none of the
articles were used in this thesis it was an incredibly productive couple of days.

e The Mirror archive online, The Times Digital Archive and Nexus are all digital archives

which | used for researching later stories from, particularly, 2005.

From the outset my drive has been to avoid bias, to produce an independent study
without a predetermined selection of articles. | didn’t go to the archive with the
intention of exploring any one story arc or narrative. Yes, | went with my “net” of
threads but my intention was to sift through the articles and let them “speak” to me.
There is, | think, something extremely productive about going to an archive, whether it

local or national, and sifting through the material. The advantages of the tactile archive
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over the digital are massive. As you flick through the newspapers looking for articles you
inevitable pick up the context in which our target articles were written. For example The
Sun is 1977 was running over a “four page pull out”, entitled “Too Young For Love’ which
promotes the substantial lowering of the age of consent for heterosexual sex or indeed

abolishing it. The article asserts:

“Almost daily, the courts are setting free men convicted of an offense which
used to mean certain jail. The law says 16 is the age at which a girl is old enough

to make love. But even the judges disagree”(Sandford, 1977)

Taken together with many of articles outside my remit, we see that there is a large drive
towards social rebalancing of attitudes to sex, a dialogue on sexuality in which the articles of
which my study are a part. If one merely searches a digital archive one may well miss these
contexts. Many contexts stretch in other directions not immediately obviously relevant to by
work, such as the Cold War ending, but informing the debate. In this case that around queer
military service personnel which we will encounter later. For me, a digital archive is too rigid
and suggests that the researcher has already a preconceived idea of what they are intending to
find. Let me give another example. This thesis is about language and language change. If | used
a digital archive and only searched for the words “queer” or “gay” | might miss a number of
other terms which would be obvious to me if | read them in context, such as “pansy” or indeed

“limp wristed”. This would be particularly true of euphemisms such as “live in lover”.

| would argue that there is much to be said for visiting the towns and places that are talked

about in the thesis. To go to Llanelli and to explore the archive there brought a sense of place to
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my writing, as did visiting Colendale. When one visits Colendale one is aware of the great
weight of history that is present there. It’s the smell and the huge reading benches. Your mind
starts to explore the other possibilities and is reactive. | ordered up from the archive numerous
copies of newspapers such as “Boyz”( a queer clubbing and lifestyle magazine from the 1990s)
which | knew | properly wouldn’t use but wanted to check anyway. These minor publications

are not available on line.

The digital archive did have its place. It allowed me to sift a huge amount of data in 2005. This is
an issue | will explore later in the thesis. Essentially though, in 1977 there was very little text
produced on queer identities but this increases exponentially across the period so by 2005 it is
almost unmanageable without a digital aid. It did allow me to “check” my findings post-analysis
when | was writing up my work thus, ensuring that the research base on which | based my ideas
was not too narrow. So at this point | went back to the digital archive to look for stories that
surrounded the one | had just analysed to ensure by findings were a valid description of the

time but without the need to leave my writing to go back to Colindale.

Whether the article came from a physical archive or a digital archive in all cases | used a printed
copy during my analysis. For me, there is much to be said for handling a document. | was able
to systematically order a large number of them in a file and move them around in different

ways exploring the connections between them.

Often, especially in the early years, there were few articles to choose from in any category or
main stream publication. This speaks to the invisibility of the queer experience at that time. In

this case the silence or void has been included in the analysis. Where many articles were
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available the one which was most representative of the narrative at the time was chosen. In
some cases, as this study is focused on the broadest of experiences, articles were chosen that

allowed for a spread of views.

It is not the function of this thesis to explore in complete and utter detail every article because
this is about language change across the whole period. Many of these articles are deserving of a
significant study of their own, for example article, 127, Gay Wedding First for Llanelli
Couple(Williams, 2005b) from The Argus on the 6™ December 2005 discussed the very first civil
partnership. Most articles within any given year are part of a narrow group of discourse or

socio-cultural practices but the same questions have been asked of each:

Which words and phrases have been used to describe the queer?
What experiential and ideological values do these display?

What relational value do these words have?

What metaphors are used?

What nominalizations are used?

Who were the main actors?

Data analysis was undertaken before the application of the theoretical models for each chapter.
| examined the words associated with the queer actors and the words associated with the non-
qgueer. | counted the number of times different terms such as “gay”, “lesbian” or “LGBTQ” were

used to describe the queer subject in every year and for every paper. After the data analysis |
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looked for broader trends within the press, this often necessitated going outside the core
articles | had used for the primary data analysis to include a broader picture of discourse in the

press at these times.

| am going to be making some arguments later about the use of the term “homosexual” v “gay”
in articles. | wish to point out that at the outset even the most “supportive” papers on queer
issues use the word “homosexual”, particularly in long narratives. This is often what | would
term a “thesaurus-al” use. It is being used solely to make the writing more varied. These types
of uses do not negate the overall trends that | am discussing nor the cultural positions behind

them.

In producing the chapters within the thesis certain dominant trends emerged from the analysis.
At this point | dropped the net of threads | had used to capture the articles and the data in
favour of the facets of the queer experience which | described in the introduction. On
reflection, it may have been true that | expected to explore issues concerning queer protest in
1988 at the start of my research, as | do in chapter 4, it was a dominant discourse but, | never
expected to be considering the changing distribution of power as | do in chapter 6 or
normalization as | do in chapter 7. All of these themes and facets emerged from the archive.
The articles and representations that | have used throughout my work “grouped themselves” as
did the arguments that came from them. | have sort to explain and provide a perspective using
theoretical models from media, sociology and linguistics. Occasionally the reader will note that

strong themes emerge and are dealt with in different ways in different chapters, a clear
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example is queer youth which resurfaces in many guises in almost every chapter. This is not

intentional but a function of analysis. It was simply there.

Once | had completed the selection and data analysis | did in the end move outside the initial
128 articles. This was to ensure rigour in my findings and to avoid repetition and over reliance

on one article in establishing a trend.

3:4 An Article on Newspaper History

| am going to introduce the two local papers, The Brighton Argos and The Llanelli Star
separately at the start of the next chapter where | also discuss the towns in Britain that they
represent, but here | want to briefly highlight the character of the other newspapers in the
study and give a flavour of a changing press. Temple says that “by the 1970s, the loss of left-
wing newspapers in the post war years had created a daily press which was overwhelmingly
conservative in outlook and committed to supporting the Conservative party” (Temple,
2008,64).This left only The Mirror supporting Labour, throughout most of the period under
study although this does change towards the end. The success of The Sun under Rupert
Murdoch lead to “new type of tabloid appearing featuring more entertainment [...]Jand an
increasing concentration on tales from television land and more features on personal matters
(with sex at the forefront)(Temple, 2008,65) during the period of my analysis. “The Daily Mail
went tabloid too in 1978”(Williams, 2010,203) just after | began my study but continued to

“speak for middle England”(Temple, 2008,64). In terms of the broadsheets understudy Williams
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asserts that “The Times was not like other newspapers; it became part of the Establishment and
could be seen to be institutionalised” (Williams, 2010,204). The Times was bought by Rupert
Murdoch in 1981 “one of the conditions of the buyout was he would retain its special character
— he didn’t”(Williams, 2010, 205). The Guardian market is somewhat differentiated from The
Times in that “it developed a strong middle market of left of centre professionals and the

youngest readership profile of all the quality broadsheet papers” (Williams, 2010,206).

The queer press are more fragmented across the period, mainly because they are an emerging
force from the 1970s. Certainly in the early years they are campaigning in nature but become
more commercial as the study unfolds. However, Pullen says of this time that “The 1970s
marked a turning point that would see the emergence of new narratives surrounding gay
identity”(Pullen, 2007,6). For me it the queer press is one of the main vehicles for delivering
these narratives but they are reflected, challenges and celebrated in different ways in all the

media. These discourses are, of course, a central part of my work. Streitmatter asserts that:

“Although sex had been the bedrock element in the visual and editorial content
of gay publications of the 1960s, the increasing specialization during the 1970s
expanded coverage to discussing sexual activities as political statements [...] the
gay press covered the breadth of culture it sought to reflect and serve from

swaggering leather men to swishing drag queens”(Streitmatter, 1995,193)
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| am using Gay News which was founded in 1972 as a function of the Gay Liberation Movement
or GLF with a distribution of 20,000 copies (Power, 1995) and closed in April 1983; Capital Gay
which first went to print in June 1981 and closed in June 1995 and was mainly, but not wholly
distributed in London; The Pink Paper which was founded in 1987, went to internet only
distribution in June 2009 and closed in June 2012. Finally, | am using G-Scene which was
established in 1998 and continues to publish 30,000 copies a week. This is distributed in
Brighton, Bournemouth and Southampton (Ledward, 2012). There are other publications
around from the early 1980s onwards such as HIM Magazine, Gay Times, Boyz, AXM, Attitude
however the ones chosen tend to be more news orientated whilst those excluded have a

tendency towards entertainment.

This work then, explores facets of the changing use of language in press stories to describe
gueer people between 1976 and 2005 and asks what the drivers of such change are. It seeks to
examine why change was so rapid and whether there has been resistance to change. | want
next to start by analysis by exploring one of the key engines of change, ideological attrition and

compression in language.
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4:0 Voice, Protest and Compression In Language

4:1 Biography: Learning to Shout Out Loud

| was overawed by the raw emotion of my first Pride march in London in 1992. | took the tube
train and by the time it got to Brixton Station, the event was happening in Brockwell Park, it
was packed with poofters -all screaming and blowing whistles. We dominated the carriage. We
surged up the stairs of Brixton underground station. It felt like we ruled the world. It was
incredibly liberating. | remember on the walk to the park the police formed a staggered line to
keep us in the road and protect us from the groups of young Afro-Caribbean men who
muttered insults at us. We blew whistles in return. Despite the political importance of the
event, to me this was simply wildly liberating. To be part of such an exciting, colourful and
energetic crowd was hugely affirming. | felt as if we were unstoppable. | felt the power and

safety of the crowd.

Much later during 2006, in my late-30s | became a trustee of Pride in Brighton and Hove. This
time the crowds were very different to those | found myself part of in Brixton all those years
ago. It was a very hot sunny day and | rode the Mayor’s bus at the end of the parade, my
function being to collect the donation buckets from the volunteers. Standing at street level at
the door to the bus in order to grab the buckets and dispense water, we passed crowds of
people 20 or 30 deep and were able to interact with them. People were hanging off buildings,
lamp posts and bus stops, straight and gay alike. They were laughing, waving, pointing and

generally making the parade a carnival. One woman held her baby and shouted at us “it’s his
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first Pride!” Another lady rushed past the security guys and gave me a bunch of plastic flowers.
“These are for you” she affirmed “I think you gays are fabulous, well done!” As | was dressed
simply in jeans and a t-shirt | have no idea in what way | was fabulous but | am going to assume

that she meant | was fabulous just for being me.

4:2 Introduction

In this first chapter of the thesis | explore how queer campaigners helped to motivate language
change in the press’ reporting of the queer community. In part this was the result of activism
that sought to move the community from a position of oppression to one of empowerment,
through voice and protest. In order to undertake this exploration | will frame my analysis of
news discourse using Marxist theories that explain linguistic change. In particular, this chapter
describes my hypothesis that there are moments of great “compression” and then “release”
within discourse which produce the great linguistic change. | argue that these are historical
points where news discourse is filled with conflicting voices on a singular subject. In these
moments of “compression”, when all sides are relatively well represented, visible and
organised, including those who hold historically marginal positions in society, then language is
under enormous pressure to change. Significantly, “compression” describes moments in history
when this pressure is being applied on meaning and semantics from all sides, for example, in
the struggle over accurate queer representations in 1988. | assert that the more pressure there
is applied on semantics the greater the spring back at a later date, which produces rapid social

and linguistic change. | am using semantics here to describe the meaning of words and groups
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of words. | argue that pressure on semantics is a force produced by debate and discussion. It is
the fight for the right — to invest words and groups of words, including articles and
representations, with meaning. As | have just mentioned, at times when this fight is at it’s
greatest, | argue, this process becomes dialectical in nature. It is a process of strife and struggle
with different groups asserting often polarized meanings;- it is therefore an engine of linguistic
and social change produced by the “grinding” and attrition of oppositional voices within

discourse.

| will also highlight that, during periods when only one side is properly represented (such as in
1977 and before) or when such “compression” has dissipated (for example, into broad
acceptance or tolerance, as in 2005) there will be little semantic change because the engine of
that change: attrition and “compression” within discourse is absent. Once one side has won
there is a flood, a release, of linguistic change, which is carried through on the pressure that is
built up in the compression stage, dissipating the dialectical attrition and leading to the

acceptance of new linguistics terms, and in terms of my thesis, social norms.

These social trends and linguistic mechanisms are best illustrated through reference to specific
key articles and events from the archive. These circulated around the prosecution of Gay News
for blasphemy in 1977, the protests around Clause 28 in 1988, the debate around an equal age
of consent in 1994 and, the inclusionary discourse of New Labour by 2005. In addition to the
theory of compression and release, this chapter will also explore how the queer community
found its voice in the British Press. This, for me, is based on a pluralisation of queer voices
across the press and it is a concept | describe more fully later, particularly in relation to events

in 1994. However my work here is not a history of the queer community or queer activism in
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itself but, rather it, examines their treatment by the mainstream British Press at certain points.

In doing so, it searches for queer strategies of semantic change.

In order to demonstrate these ideas | will firstly layout the work of key Marxist thinkers,
including queer activists and theorists. Then, | will explore four periods from the archive to
illuminate the discussion drawing on these thinkers, describing “compression” in discourse and
highlighting the pluralisation of the rights movement. | will start by exploring the prosecution of
Gay News for blasphemy in 1977, as well as other associated stories from this period. Next | will
explore Press representations of Section 28 in 1988 before moving on to discuss the age of
consent debates in 1994. Finally, | will draw more broadly on articles in 2005 to demonstrate

the dissipation of an engine of change.

4:3 Marxist Linguistics and Social Change

This chapter deals with language change surrounding queer people through the prism of
Marxist linguistics, | therefore want to set out some of the theoretical ideas | will be using to
explore the archive. Marx and Engles themselves made few comments on the subject of

language, one of those they did is this taken from The German Ideology:

“As regards the individual, it is clear he relates even to language itself only as the
natural member of a human community. Language as the product of an

individual is an impossibility. But the some holds the property. Language itself is

Page | 50



the product of a community, just as it is in another respect itself the presence of

the community, a presence which goes without saying” (Marx, 1965,156)

Marxist philosophy and Marxist linguistic analysis however continued to develop as an
important part of an overall Marxist critique coming together into two broad areas. Firstly, in
the continued perception of language as part of a speech community, viewing language as an
essential process of co-operation and therefore, production. Secondly, Marxist theorists viewed
language as an arena of a class struggle through the control of the ideology in words and
domination of the proletariat by the bourgeoisie through linguistics (Williams, 1977, Volosinov,
1973, Adler, 1980, Chandler, 2008, Lecercle, 2006). This second area very much underpinned
the campaigns and thinking of some early queer rights groups such as the GLF (GLF, 1995) and

indeed more modern queer Marxists (Meghani, 2011, Floyd, 1998, Sears, 2005)

Marxist linguists Lecercle’s asserted in 2006 that the:

“spectacular defeats of the Workers’ Movement on a worldwide scale have in
no small measure been due to the fact that the class enemy has always won
the battle of language and the Workers’ Movement has neglected the

terrain”(Lecercle, 2006,13)
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broadly summarises how important language became for many Marxist linguists, including the
gueer Marxist theorists (Floyd, 1998). It illustrates the view that language is a point of struggle
between groups and also that it is the dominant group that controls language production and,
therefore, the circulation of ideas in the society (Chandler, 2008). The contest over language is

then an essential battleground for any movement seeking to fulfil broader social goals.

Language is important because we think, communicate and cooperate through it. For Marxists
language is a unifying characteristic of a “speech community”, language is not owned or
created by the individual, rather “language is the product of society” (Adler, 1980,2). To say
that language is a production of society rather than the individual is a common position in
linguistics which was brought to prominence by numerous theorists (Lecercle, 2006,91) which |

will explore in chapter 5.

Soviet theorists argued linguistic research itself should be orientated only as a sociological
science because of its inherent nature, that it is the social approach to language which is
absolute (Tickanov, 2000). Volosinov, in his work Marxism and the Philosophy of Language
asserted that “the individual acquires the system of language from his speech community
completely ready-made” (Volosinov, 1973,53). That is to say, the individual does not create
language for himself nor does he receive it from another. Instead the “speech community”
which exists outside of all individuals offers and receives language in an endless series of links
and evolutions. Language, therefore, exists outside of and has a separate but symbiotic
existence and identity from both the speaker and the listener. The tropes and narratives used in

the press can only come from the speech community and must, therefore, reflect it. This is the
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fight in language, to find voice and to exist within the speech community. To become part of

the cultural fabric, to be visible, and this can only be done in language.

Volosinov went on to argue that “The immediate social situation and the broader social milieu
wholly determine and determine from within [...] the structure of an utterance” (Volosinov,
1973,86). So, man is not free to say anything he wishes, his speech is always directed towards
another and is always in context. As | will show later this means that queer activists had to
broaden the context of the utterances on identity in order to find liberation. In a living society
such as ours the Soviet psychologist, Vygotsky, believed that “words are dynamic rather than
static formulations [...] the relation of thought to word is not a thing but a process, a continual
movement back and forth from thought to word and word to thought” (Lecercle, 2006,140). So

change the meaning and the connotation of the word changes the thought.

What then is the first formulation of the speech community in Marxism? The first utterance is a
formulation of the need to co-operate to procure immediate needs (Adler, 1980). Therefore,
the next defining characteristic of Marxist linguistics is its focus on production. Marxist,
Lecercle, comments “the most plausible myth of the origins [of language is] that language is
generated out of labour in common —that is, the most primitive forms or relations of
production” (Lecercle, 2006,146). Adler asserts that “only language allows the division of labour
among several individuals [...] therefore the development of language is insolubly connected

with the formation of the process of production” (Adler, 1980,15). Without language man is
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unable to co-operate to fulfil his material needs. This sense of human sociality and co-operation

in the search for material satisfaction is a central conception within Marxist doctrine.

Volosninov extends this link between language and the social:

“In order for any item, from whatever domain of reality it may come, to enter
into the social purview of the group and elicit ideological semiotic reactions,
[including the linguistic] it must be associated with the vital socioeconomic

prerequisites of the particular group’s existence” (Volosinov, 1973,22)

The Marxist view is to underscore this social nature of language as part of a wider
critique of society, “a definition of language is always implicitly or explicitly a definition
of human beings in the world” (Williams, 1977,21) and, thus for them, materialist

forces.

| want to leave the idea of a speech community and the development of language to
aid production to explore the idea of language as an arena of oppression. Marxists
argue that oppression is actualised through language and semiotics (Adler, 1980,
Alpatov, 2000, Volosinov, 1973). It is again Volosninov’s work which serves to
illuminate this concept. For Volosninov “everything ideological produces meaning: it is
a sign” (Volosinov, 1973,9) but it is the struggle over the meaning of signs which
becomes the class struggle “. Various different classes will use one and the same
language. As a result, different orientated accents intersect in every ideological sign.
Signs become the arena of class struggle” (Volosinov, 1973,23). In this view, the

ideology and the struggle for meaning within language come together as class struggle
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but this has broader implications for none class groups including the queer but also
others such as those involved in race relations, who also saw it as point of contested

ground (Solomos, 2003, Ferguson, 1998)

This struggle over meaning in Marxist linguistic theory is concerned with power and attrition,
not co-operation. Adler suggests that, “the ruling thoughts are nothing else but the ideal
expression of the ruling material relationships [...] thoughts are reflected onto language as an
objective consciousness. One can change language only by changing power relations” (Adler,
1980,112) by challenging the status quo. Alpatov argued “the dynamic, historical changeable
system of language is subject to the fundamental law of dialectics, the law of the unity of
opposites”(Alpatov, 2000,189) . Thus the struggle over the meaning of words is a dialectical
struggle. From these two assertions it is clear that change does not come easily. It must be
fought for. It suggests that a period of change will be preceded by a period of conflict over the

meaning of the signs.

In Language and the News, Fowler defines a theory that he calls the “ideology of consensus”
within the press; it is based on the press’s assertion that “everyone believes that...” (Fowler,
1991,48). He continues: “articulating the ideology of consensus is a crucial practice in the
press’s management of its relations with government and capital, on the one hand, and with
individual readers, on the other. And this is a linguistic practice” (Fowler, 1991,49). Further to
this, in The Language of Newspapers, Reah says “it could be argued that language is the key

factor in the establishment and maintenance of social groups”(Reah, 1998,41) whilst Fairclough
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argues “the media has the power to influence knowledge, beliefs, values, social relations, social
identities, a signifying power [...] which is largely down to the language used.” (Fairclough,
1995b,2). For example “the wording of immigration as an “influx” or “flood” as opposed to a
quest for a new life”(Fairclough, 1992,191). “Language contributes to the domination of some
people by others [and ...] language has become the primary means of social
control”(Fairclough, 2001,2). In the press this is achieved through the ideological use of

language to pursue commercial and political aims.

| will be coming back to these ideas and exploring them fully in the context of the articles from
the archive but | want to explore another concept that is central to my thesis and indeed
underpins much of the thinking around New Social Movements (NSMs) such as the queer

(Scott, 1990). That would be the concept of hegemony.

The development of the idea of hegemony by Marxist theorist Gramsci was a key aspect of his
work and has attracted many Marxist and post-Marxist thinkers (Holub, 1992, Ives, 2004,
Pozzolini, 1970). Hegemony is the process by which dominant groups come to and hold on to,
power within society. It is a process which is fundamental in understanding language change. It
is based on a system of consent by subordinate groups to the social thinking and ideas of the
ruling class. It is this consent which has protected the “ruling class” from revolution. Hegemony
is not a linear goal; rather it is a point of constant negotiation between classes where the
dominant classes seek to retain its hegemonic position. It imposes its values by convincing the
rest of the community of the natural, common sense nature of its position, thereby projecting
cultural and moral leadership (Simon, 1991, Moufee's(ed), 1979). British Prime Minister in the

1980s, Margaret Thatcher herself “developed a genius for presenting her own attitudes, values
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and beliefs as if they were beacons of common sense”(Evans, 1992). Part of hegemony is the
ability of a ruling group in society to lead using cultural, religious and social artifacts as tools.
Although force is occasionally present it is more concerned with the idea of persuasion (Jones,

2006).

Within Gramsci’s thinking on hegemony there are several ideas which | will be applying to my
own thesis. Firstly, the idea that a ruling group uses a combination of force and consent to

govern and this can be identified in press reporting. Gramsci himself says:

“The intellectuals are the dominant group’s “deputies” exercising the subaltern

function of social hegemony and political government. They comprise:

1. The “spontaneous” consent given by the great masses of the population
to the general direction imposed on social life by the dominant
fundamental group; this consent is “historically” caused by the prestige
(and consequent confidence) which the dominant group enjoys because
of its position and function inside the world of production.

2. The apparatus of state coercive power which “legally” enforces
discipline on the groups who do not consent either actively or passively.
This apparatus is however, constructed for the whole of society in
anticipation of moments of crises of command and direction when

spontaneous consent failed.” (Gramsci, 1988,12)
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| will also be exploring the idea of common sense assertions in the press because “common

sense is a site on which dominant ideology is constructed”(Simon, 1991,27). Gramsci himself

focused closely on the ideas of common sense in his work. He says Common sense is:

“an ambiguous, contradictory and multiform concept, and that to refer to
common sense as a confirmation of truth is a nonsense. It is possible to state
correctly that a certain truth has become part of common sense in order to
indicate that it has spread beyond the confines of intellectual groups but all
one is doing in that case is making a historical observation on assertion of the
rationality of history. In this sense, and used with restraint, the argument has
a certain validity, precisely because common sense is crudely conservative
and opposed to novelty so that to have succeeded in forcing the introduction
of a new truth is a proof that the truth in question is exceptionally evident and

capable of great expansion”(Gramsci, 1988,346)

Gramsci was concerned about how revolution occurs; from the perspective of my
work | use his ideas to explore how social movements, in this case the queer, change
society by transforming the overall public perception, the popular consciousness.

Gramsci said

“Consciousness of being part of a particular hegemonic force(that is

to say political consciousness) is the first stage towards a further
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progressive self consciousness in which theory and practice become

one”(Gramsci, 1988,333)

He went on to consider how a national popular movement (in the context of my thesis,
movements such as civil liberties, feminist, peace and queer amongst others) do not succeed if
they focus too closely on their own interests alone, he also asserted “Any formation of a
national-popular collective will be impossible unless the great mass of peasant farmers burst
simultaneously into political life”(Gramsci, 1971,133) and this was only possible by going

beyond class considerations.

Finally, for my purposes, Gramsci describes how “A social group can and indeed must already
exercise ‘leadership’ before winning governmental power [...] it subsequently becomes
dominant when it exercises power but it holds it firmly in its grasp, it must continue to lead as
well”(Gramsci, 1988,249). From my perspective this is when we start to see queer

Establishment voices being expressed in the press.

4:4 Press Coverage of the Prosecution of Gay News in 1977

| now want to start the exploration of the archive by focusing on Press coverage of the Gay

News Trial in 1977.

Gay News itself was formed as a function of the radical Gay Liberation Front, although it, “soon
cut itself off from its radical past” (Jivani, 1997,28). It was established as a “fortnightly paper
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that offered the gay population a distinctive voice” (Jeffery-Poulter, 1991,107). It reached a

paid distribution figure of 20,000 copies every two weeks (Weeks, 1990b,221) with the aim of

promoting queer self-identity and community.

In 1977, Gay News was prosecuted for blasphemy after it published an “obscene” poem that

spoke of the “homosexual love of a centurion for the crucified Christ” (Jongh, 1977). This is an

excerpt from that poem, The Love That Dares To Speak Its Name, by James Kirkup:

“l was alone with him.

For the last time

| kissed his mouth. My tongue

found his, bitter with death.

I licked his wound-

the blood was harsh

For the last time

I laid my lips around the tip

of that great cock, the instrument

of our salvation, our eternal joy.

The shaft, still throbbed, anointed

with death’s final ejaculation

| knew he’d had it off with other men-
with Herod’s guards, with Pontius Pilate,
With John the Baptist, with Paul of Tarsus

with foxy Judas, a great kisser, with

Page | 60



the rest of the Twelve, together and apart.
He loved all men, body, soul and spirit. — even me”

(Kirkup, 1976)

Originally brought to Trial through a private prosecution launched by a Christian campaigner,
Mary Whitehouse, the prosecution was taken over by the State.’ The prosecution was widely
reported in the British Press throughout 1977 and quickly became both a focus for queer
activism and, more generally, a test of the British right to freedom of expression (Weeks,
1990b). Gay News published the poem in June 1976. Whitehouse began her private prosecution
in December 1976 and the paper and its editor were found guilty in July 1977. Dennis Lemon,
the editor of Gay News, was fined £1000 with costs of £500 and forced to pay Whitehouse’s
costs. He also received a suspended sentence of 9 months. The archive of national newspapers
offers few other articles concerning the queer community in 1977. Whilst they do exist and
indeed many are used in this thesis, there is an explosion of articles around this story. Thus, the
press reporting of this Trial offers a key insight into how society viewed and responded to a

newly legalised and increasingly visible queer culture and community during the late 1970s.

Overall, my research shows that British newspapers attitude to the case split broadly into four
groups. The first group, that of the queer print media used the case as a rallying call. They used
it to raise funds for the Lemon defence and also to raise awareness within the broader queer
community. Examining the editions of Gay News from this period it quickly becomes evident

that the Trial of Gay News itself is the paper’s central and overriding focus. In the second group,

2
Later, in chapter 8 | will examine how the hegemonic power of Christians to take such actions was vastly, if not completely, diminished over
the period.
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the local Press, The Llanelli Star maintains, as we saw in chapter 4, a complete silence on the
matter despite regularly reporting national news. The Argus, however, reports freely on the
Trial. The remaining groups split into a small minority that see the Trial as a focus for free
speech, such as the Guardian, whilst the majority (which includes The Mail plus both the
tabloids under study The Mirror and The Sun) most definitely place themselves alongside the
prosecution, in seeing a need to protect traditional Christian society from subversion by

reprehensible queer.

One response, taken from the Daily Mail (Unknown, 1977e) typifies the attitude that much of
the British Press adopted when dealing with queer matters at the time. Entitled, ‘Gay News

poem on Christ is Blasphemy’, the article includes the following excerpt:

“The homosexuals’ newspaper Gay News and its editor Dennis Lemon were found
guilty of blasphemous libel last night... after hearing the verdict Mrs Whitehouse
said ‘1 am rejoicing that the public in this country have made it clear through the

jury that this material is blasphemous”(Unknown, 1977e)

In this article the queer is set apart as “other” by the use of the definite article to exclude and
by Mrs Whitehouse’s claim that the jury stands for the country. Lemon here is immediately
disempowered by the paper’s refusal to award the queer subject the use of the title “Mr” and
using his familiar first name, whilst doing the opposite to the non-Queer subject, Whitehouse.
The defeated queer is labelled as “blasphemous” and the victor (in the style of a Christian saint)

as “rejoicing”. Again this excerpt taken from The Mirror at the time:
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“Gay News the homosexual newspaper published ‘unlawfully and wickedly’ a
blasphemous libel...His poem said that Christ had a homosexual orgy with the
Twelve Apostles. It also said that Christ has unnatural relations” (Glenton and

Hampson, 1977)

As these articles illustrate, in 1977 there are few positive words about queer people to be
found in the mainstream Press at this time, instead there is often silence as | discussed in

chapter 5.

In many different articles from the archive in 1977 queer people are defined in ways that create
the “anti-gay” and “heterosexist” sentiment expressed by Shidlo. Nowhere in the press of 1977
are queer people given a voice, or allowed to speak for themselves. Instead they are

paraphrased and censored which is a reflection of their overall position in society at that time

Through such articles, we begin to see clearly that queer people are promoted as other, as
different. They are not given room to defend or define themselves and, hence, there is little
language change at this time. There are a number of scholars who discuss silence and
gueerness such as Out of Place edited by Kuntsman and Miyake (Kuntsman and Miyake, 2008)
but | want to use Sanderson in Mediawatch (Sanderson, 1995c) which specifically concentrates
on queer issues in the press. He explores a history of silence used against queer folk in the
British Media since 1885, which he describes as “generations of silence”(Sanderson, 1995c). He
emphasises my own findings when he says “we were written about, rather than allowed to

speak for ourselves” throughout the 1970s and 1980s”(Sanderson, 1995a).
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| want now to begin my analysis of language by examining the words used to describe queer
people in the press around this time and the Marxist idea of oppression in language. | want to
then underline press recordings of how different facets of society came together to oppress the
gueer person in 1977 using ideas of the speech community, before finally exploring ideas of
ideological conflict and dialectical change. While predominantly using a set of articles that
focus on the Gay News Trial in 1977 | will also draw on a second set of articles from the time
that focus on the employment rights of queer people in 1977 to illustrate my ideas concerning
co-operation in society. Overall, | am drawing on the archive to illustrate the overall
disempowerment of queer people in 1977 which feeds into the idea of compression at a later

date.

Before this Trial in 1977 early queer activists at the start of the decade had already identified
words as one of the central methods of oppression, for example, the Gay Liberation Front

stated in its manifesto of 1971 that:

“Words — anti-homosexual morality and ideology, at every level of society,
manifest themselves in a special vocabulary for denigrating gay people. There is
abuse like ‘pansy’, ‘fairy’, ‘lesbo’ [...] there are words like ‘sick’, ‘bent’ and
‘neurotic’ for destroying the credence of gay people. But there are no positive
words. The ideological intent of our language makes it very clear that the
generation of words and meanings is, at the moment, in the hands of the

enemy” (Power, 1995,318).

Two decades later during 1993 Dyer also wrote:
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“White people, heterosexuals, the able-bodied, do not generally go around worrying
over what to call themselves and have themselves called. Having a word for oneself and
one’s group, making a politics out of what that word should be, draws attention to and
also reproduces one’s marginality, confirms one’s place outside power and thus outside

the mechanisms of change.”(Dyer, 1993,9)

The data analysis from this research affirms the GLF’s and Dyer’s positions. Across all the news
stories concerning queer people in 1977, the language used to describe queer subjects and
queer life was very derogatory. Terms such as “wicked”, “promiscuous”, “vile”, “obscene” and
“unhealthy” “buggers” are regularly quoted and reproduced hidden within broader comments
appearing in articles that mention queer/homosexual lives during this year. Meanwhile,
subjects and institutions that are seen as opposing queer people in these stories are variously
described as “campaigners”, “Christian”, “jubilant”, “tolerant”, “conscientious” and “people”.

Illustrative of the point is ‘Gay News Poem on Sex and Christ is Blasphemy’ from The Mail in

1977. It asserts:

“The prosecution started by Mrs Whitehouse and taken over by the Crown said
the poem was so vile that it would be hard for even the most perverted

imagination to conjure up anything worse” (Unknown, 1977e)

My data analysis of the archive demonstrates that “people” as a term is never associated with
qgueer persons in the articles | studied from 1977; only from 1988 does it make a gradual
appearance where it is used once by the Pink Press. In 1994 it is associated four times by both

the queer Press and the broadsheets. However, by 2005 it is associated widely, a total of
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twenty times across all elements of the press. This positive trend is one that can be seen with a
number of associate words such as “love”. This is a repositioning within Press discourse of the
gueer person from a vilified “other”, almost an animal, into a real caring individual on par with

the rest of society.

In this manner the queer community in 1977 is positioned as not just existing outside of the
mainstream, but also as a dangerous threat to the mainstream. The individual queer person
may not be able to resist such self-labelling of being a non-person. Leading to guilt, shame and
self-censorship, as the GLF also argued in the early 1970s, queer people needed to “free our
heads” from oppression, of which the language of the press is one such instrument. (Power,
1995,328). This is a convergence between the words used and reported about queer people in
1977 and the ideas of language as a point of ideological conflict | noted above (Volosinov,

1973).

To further demonstrate, in The Argus in 1977, queer people are described as “unhealthy and
wicked”. Reporting on the conclusion of the blasphemy Trial the paper quotes the Judge in

order to add credence to the newspaper’s attitudes towards queer people:

“he [the Judge] hoped their [the jury’s] verdict showed the pendulum of public
opinion was beginning to swing to a more healthy climatel...] perhaps being a

little too optimistic in this era of obscenity” (Uknown, 1977)

It does not matter in viewing language as a site of oppression whether the language is
used or reported. Its effect on the speech community is the same. It has the same
meanings feeding into broader descriptions (Adler, 1980, Lecercle, 2006, Volosinov,
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1973). Thus this sort of reporting highlights just how disempowered the gay community
is. In The Mail from 1977 queer folk are described as “vile and perverted”(Unknown,
1977e) and in The Sun 1977 the idea that queer people are an unholy minority is
underlined. It labelled them as a wicked “other” and said that queer people may only

speak provided they do not offend:

“Christ may have been homosexual” it asserts counter intuitively “You can say it
provided you do it so as not to offend the vast majority of people who respect

Christ”(Walker, 1977).

Ironically in a the Gay News Trial, a Trial that centres on freedom of speech, queer people are
denied a voice in the British Press and are prevented from standing up against that structure of

subjugation. They remain silent: unquoted, un-consulted and misrepresented.

Queerness, for example, is reduced to a painful sexual act by the prosecution in the Gay News
case, and then reported across the press as an objective fact. This example from The Guardian

at the time:

“it was a poem about buggery from start to finish, or connections made between
one man and another. Buggery is not love. It is about injuries, lust and pain”

asserts counsel Mr John Smyth in The Guardian (Jongh, 1977).

This quote is illustrative of assertions made by people about the queer minority without any
ostensive experience of the queer community. Such assertions pepper the archive, appearing as

“fact”. Sanderson says that news stories surrounding queer people are frequently manipulated
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by the “omission of balancing data”(Sanderson, 1995c,122) whilst Bell asserts that the “facts

are defined by journalists”(Bell, 1991).

Reading these articles, one would be forgiven for believing that queer people had remained
silent about the blasphemy Trial, such was their treatment by the mainstream press. Queers
were a vocal minority who had a lot to say during the process of the Trial (Mason, 1977), as the
following quote from Gay News itself demonstrates. Ultimately it was left to the gay Press
(meaning Gay News) to provide any sense of an alternative view of the Trial and a voice for

those who were repeatedly denied one by the mainstream reporting:

“The Judge refused to allow most of the defence’s witness to appear” (although
he did interrupt to provide the cricket score). “The jury did not need the literary
witnesses to explain the poem” he said “nor did they need religious and
theological witnesses to explain the doctrinal tenets of Christianity” (Mason,

1977).

It is clear from oral and newspaper histories, (Power, 1995, Weeks, 1990b) that queer people
did have a great deal to contribute to the discussion regarding the blasphemy Trial. Yet analysis
of the archive demonstrates that only the Christian, middleclass “anti-porn campaigner”, Mary
Whitehouse, and the prosecution are given considerable room to speak freely. The Mirror’s

‘Gay News Guilty of Blasphemy’ (Glenton and Hampson, 1977) quotation demonstrates this:

“l am tempted to say what | really feel and that is quite simply “Thank God”. | say
that because there has been an enormous amount of prayer gone up about this
case though out this week. What | saw in that poem was the re-crucifixion of
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Christ in the 20" century. And as someone bought up in the love of Christ |

would have felt a traitor if | had not taken the action | did.”
(Glenton and Hampson, 1977)

The queer subject is reduced to a couple of words “shocked” and “disappointed” at the end of

the story.

This is a narrative reporting structure that is repeated over and over in the tabloids and which

facilitates a misrepresentation of queer people which obstructs change.

Patterns emerge across the press. For example in 1977 within the broadsheets there is more
considered and balanced reporting of both sides. Surprisingly, maybe, the most linguistically
tolerant is The Times (Jongh, 1977) which quotes at length from the defence argument and

marginalizes the prosecution statement. It says:

“A poem and illustration in Gay News, the newspaper for homosexuals, which is
alleged to have been a blasphemous libel, was no lavatory limerick, Mr Geoffery
Robinson for the defence told the jury... ‘this is a genuine expression of how one
man came to love god’... ‘The prosecution is seeking to use the criminal law to
protect society from one man’s imagination. What sort of society is it that needs
protection from an artist’s search for the truth about the faith by which we

live”(Jongh, 1977)

However, even here the voice of the queer person is absent. Instead, authority figures in the

form of defence barristers speak for them and rules are enforced around them.
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As a record of a wider society, analysis of the newspaper articles of 1977 illustrate a social
conflict within society concerning queerness and its challenges to tradition. The fight in
language was to find a voice and to exist within the broader speech community of the 70s, to
become part of the cultural fabric, in order to be visible and accurately represented and
thereby effect change. It is an ideological conflict which is dialectical in nature, focused on the

meaning of words and feeding into the broader speech community.

| believe that the prosecution of Gay News was an act of oppression by society which acts as a
metonym for the oppression of the whole queer community in 1977. However, just as the
Stonewall Riots in the USA galvanised an emboldened (and embattled) queer community, so
the Gay News Trial, | argue, had the same effect here. It galvanised a disparate community,
providing a cause and campaign in which to coalesce. It did this through fundraising, marches
and protest advents. In doing so, | believe that this Trial had the opposite effect to the one
intended. | want to continue to explore this co-operation in civil society by non-Queer parties in

the next few paragraphs.

The queer strategy against the kinds of oppression and censorship witnessed in the reporting of
the Gay News Trial was based on the principles of increasing solidarity and visibility. Indeed, the
strength of the queer Rights Movement has long been based on solidarity with other queer
people “it was a touchstone of the involvement in the GLF [therefore] that you should come
out” asserts Weeks (Weeks, 1990b,191). | want to explore this strategy in a wider context by
examining two different articles that concern the employment rights of queer individuals in the
1970s and highlight this need for co-operation, which led to the formation of a number of

Gramscian popular movements. | will come back to the Trail of Gay News but | want to make a
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short departure to explore some the very few other queer articles in the press at the time in

order to bring the discussion into broader focus.

The record shows that in the press of 1977 two different forms of co-operation were being
illustrated: queer and non-Queer. The queer community co-operated in order to achieve
together materially what they are unable to achieve individually because of prejudice: shelter,
work and community, even to resist oppression and eventually force change in wider society.
As demonstrated by two articles from different newspapers: in Dismissal Over Lesbian Badge
Upheld (Unknown, 1977d) taken from The Times (a story which was also reported in The Mirror
at the time (Unknown, 1977h) ) and in Anti-Litter Man Fired ‘Because | Am Gay’ from The Argus
(Unknown, 1977a) we see articulated the difficulties of being openly queer in 1977, that of
being simply able to work and receive the protection of the law. In both cases, the queer
person is removed from their job for being queer: simply for being brave enough to wear a
gueer badge, in the first, or to have the audacity to organise a picnic for queer folk, in the

second, to be part of the “gay scene”(Unknown, 1977a)

The Times begins:

“The dismissal of Louise Boychuk for insisting on wearing at work her Gay
Liberation badge proclaiming ‘Lesbians ignite’ was upheld by the Employment
Appeal Tribunal. It ruled that employers had a limited right to instruct an
employee not to wear a sign or symbol that could be expected to offend fellow

employees and customers” [my emphasis] (Unknown, 1977d)
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The second from the Argus is even more oppressive in that the queer person is sacked for

activities in his spare time, i.e just for being a queer individual. The Argus says:

“Gay football referee Norman Redman today alleged he was given his marching
orders by Brighton based Keep Britain Tidy group because he is a homosexual...
Mr David Lewis told him he would have to resign as public relations and
promotions assistant as his involvement on the gay scene was “unacceptable”

(Unknown, 1977a)

Whilst the queer woman in the first article sports a radical GLF badge — “lesbians ignite”, the
gueer man in the second was a member of the more moderate Campaign for Homosexual
Equality or CHE. The archive shows that to be an openly queer person in 1977 demanded co-
operation with other queer persons for economic and social survival. Time and time again, the
archive demonstrates, the reaction against any form of overt queerness was to lose ones job,
home and family. In the end queer folk were often left with only each other and were,
therefore, forced to co-operate with each other to survive (Power, 1995). In drawing together
they also achieved a critical mass, forming groups such as the GLF and CHE, exchanging ideas
and, ultimately, building communities. They did this by raising consciousness in the Gramscian

fashion.

Both of the relatively simple acts of speech, of attempts at vocalisation by queer people above,
were met with a strong reaction from society to my mind this amounts to an invite to self-
censor which is supported by the weight of the Law. Examination of all the articles from the

archive in this period demonstrates that in both cases society and the state co-operate with
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each other to silence and disenfranchise the queer person. In these two particular cases the
employer sacks and the tribunal supports, inviting queer people to self-censor in order to keep
their jobs. This invitation to self redaction is seen in many articles as | will discuss in chapter 5.
Paradoxically, this thesis argues, such pressure ultimately leads to liberation by forcing queer
people to co-operate and communicate with each other because they could be publically vocal
and take a leadership role within broader society. However, it is not a process that happened

quickly.

Returning to the Trial of Gay News, it is clear that not only in employment tribunals but also in
court, does the dominant group in the press in 1977 co-operate in an organised fashion to
subjugate the queer person. This is entirely in line with Gramsican ideas of coercion and force.
In the case of Gay News, the prosecution was “initiated by veteran anti-porn crusader, Mrs
Mary Whitehouse, and then taken over by the Crown” (Walker, 1977) [my emphasis]. The Judge
seeks to direct the jury in a number of oppressive ways, not least when asked if its editor and
Gay News may be tried separately. He replies “you may take the view that they stand or fall
together”(Jongh, 1977). The press is selective and biased in quoting actors who support the
hetronormative status quo. However, the queer community also co-operate within itself,
organising funds to fight in court against this oppression (Mason, 1977, Power, 1995). In fact, it
is a constant feature of Gay News which reports frequently not only on the fundraising efforts,
but also the tactics of the opposition. For example, in its edition of the 14 July 1977 is a piece

entitled ‘YOU DID IT! £21,000’ it reports that:

“At the time this is being written, the Trial is still going on and we can’t give an

accurate figure for the state of the fund. But, approximately, the sum now stands
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at £21,000. The days have been pretty long at the Old Bailey — and things haven’t
been all that relaxing at the office either (tufts of hair pulled from heads clogging
typewriters, etc). But whatever happens, we are not going to give up - we
cannot give up. So please keep wishing us luck. Meanwhile our sincere thanks to

the following organisations and groups...”(Mason, 1977)

For me the archive demonstrates that co-operation within this subaltern community was an
essential element of change but it does not require the whole of society to engage with them.
There is, however, in news articles from the archive a real sense of the opposite, of ideological
conflict, of attrition between opposing groups which in the long term was shown to promote
language change (Volosinov, 1973). | would like to examine these ideas of change for dialectical

attrition next.

The string of articles in the mainstream Press surrounding Gay News’ prosecution for
blasphemy should be understood within the historic-political dialectical process of the time
which this thesis asserts: that of a Judeo-Christian state actively seeking to suppress queerness
and queer groups using ideology, whilst queer people do the opposite through revolutionary
actions or other “subversive” activities such as radical drag, blitzing a meeting of the evangelical
Christian Movement, the Festival of Light, of which Mary Whitehouse was a member, (Power,
1995). queer groups, then, were beginning to challenge both Christian ideology and traditional
power structures within the state (Weeks, 1990b, Power, 1995, Jeffery-Poulter, 1991). This Trial
of a queer paper for blasphemy, ultimately by the state, can be seen as a repressive reaction.
Mainstream newspapers took an active role in disseminating this repressive message beyond

that surrounding the Trial. The two articles concerning employment rights demonstrate this
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repressive message, too. All these articles and many others from the archive highlight the

difficulties of being an openly queer person in 1977 and repeating of a repressive theme.

In the next few paragraphs | want to examine a few Marxist perspectives in order to explore the
social changes that were taking place and to explain why the gay community were so
oppressed. This can be explained from a Marxist perspective as repression by the state and

from the Gramscian as coercion. For Althusser

“The state is explicitly conceived as a repressive apparatus. The state is a
‘machine’ of repression which enables the ruling classes to ensure domination
over the working class, thus enabling the former to subject the latter to the

process of surplus-value extortion” (Althusser, 1984,11)

In this way, the state is a vehicle of domination and exploitation of one group of people by
another in order to exploit the subjugated group for the benefit of the other. In classical
Marxism this involves the extraction of surplus value by the bourgeoisie. In queer Marxism it is
the idea that sexually dissident people are oppressed in order to harness them into a
productive social model which is best facilitated by marriage and children (Spitzer, 1975). Any
citizen not harnessed to this model, such as a queer individual, is labelled and processed as
“deviant”. Thus the press articulations in 1977 can be seen as a form of what Spitzer calls
“deviant processing”(Spitzer, 1975). This a process by which society labels and constrains those
who step outside the dominant productive model in order to bring them back into “order” or to
dismiss them as criminal or sick. For Marxists, the issue of sex between classes and sexual

morality as a whole is a class issue because sexuality is one weapon in class war, (Kollantai,
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1996,254) a war that centres on conceptions of family and which one sees reported in the press
as the suppression of the queer minority. For many Marxist theorists and the GLF it is the
bourgeois family unit which is the site of oppression, operating as an extension of patriarchal
property rights (Kollantai, 1996). The Los Angeles Research Group insist that the traditional
nuclear family is a site of oppression that perpetuates ideology through values, “the purpose of
the bourgeois family is to first of all socialise children into understanding and accepting class
relations” (1996,124). Consistently in the archive across the period of my study one see the
family unit as being portrayed as threatened by the existence of the queer community and
Press articulations against this perceived threat. For example in ‘Row Over Gay Pay for School

Children” which reports how:

“A plan for school children to see a play about homosexuals started a row
yesterday [...] Fifth and sixth-formers will be invited to attend the theatre to
discuss their ‘prejudices’ with their teachers before watching the play. [...]
Dr Boyson, Tory MP for North Brent said “Fifth and sixth-formers should be
in school and not playing around with homosexual matters”(Unknown,

1977i, 13)

In its manifesto of 1971 the GLF stated that “we face the prejudice, hostility and violence of
straight society” (GLF, 1995). The court cases and newspaper articles are, | am arguing, the

state’s response to an emergent queer voice.

Language, the archive demonstrates, reflects the social experience of the time. As Volosinov

argues “the immediate social situation and the broader social milieu wholly determine and
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determine from within [...] the structure of an utterance”(Volosinov, 1973,86). A human is not
free to say anything he wishes; his speech is always directed towards another and is always in
context. The research demonstrates that in the 1970s, the immediate social situation envisaged
the queer community as the outsider, unable to speak in modern society. Misrepresented and
disempowered. Further, the archive demonstrates that this was reflected in the language of the
press at the time, both queer and non-Queer, tabloid or broadsheet (Glenton and Hampson,
1977, Mason, 1977, Unknown, 1977e, Jongh, 1977). To promote change the queer community

had to change the language for ideological change which led to social conflict.

Time and time again, this thesis argues, the queer community fought a war for the meaning of
words. It was a war that began in the 1970s, just after the legalisation of a limited number of
gueer acts between men, at a time that queer people were first acquiring a voice. This is a
linguistic battle, a war of words and ideas. The first prerequisite to enter the field is a voice. It is
a conflict played out in the media, an arena that is defined and constructed by language.
Winning this battle was fundamental to the normalisation and assimilation process and its ebb

and flow can be seen across the period under investigation in this thesis.

Social and ideological struggle within Marxist theory is concerned with constant attrition
between different elements in society, not co-operation. It is this | want to focus on now
because it leads into the idea of compression in language. These struggles over signs are
dialectical in nature (Volosinov, 1973, Lecercle, 2006). For Delueuze and Guattari “The object
of interlocation”, language and the semantic meaning of words “is therefore not a co-operative
exchange of information but [concerned with] establishing power relations” (Lecercle,

2006,124). Tickanove cites Marxist linguists Mucnnik and Panov who argue that “the dynamic,
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historical changeable system of language is subject to the fundamental law of dialectics, the law
of the unity of opposites” (Tickanov, 2000,189). Dialectical materialism is based on change
through the conflict of opposing forces and is demonstrated by the archive surrounding the
gueer community. An example is the essential fight by the queer community for the use of the
term “gay” rather than the medicalised “homosexual”. Analysis of the data from the articles
shows that a decreasing use of the term “homosexual(s) or homosexuality: 94 uses in 1977, 79
uses in 1988, 61 uses in 1994 and 42 uses in 2005. However “gay(s)” shows the opposite trend
58: uses in 1977, 83 uses in 1988, 118 uses in 1994 and 178 uses in 2005. This has been a
dialectical struggle because it has been based in an attrition of ideologies. On one hand press
reporting has evidenced the determined use of some actors in reports to use the term
“homosexual” whilst the queer actors have always fought to use the term “gay” and are often

ignored.

This can be demonstrated in the queer ideological struggle that is being exhibited in all of the
articles from the archive, the ideological struggle over signs. One such struggle is over the
naming of queer people, and the movement from the medicalised term “homosexual” to the
politically-engaged “gay”. The right to define oneself and ones community through language
that is affirmative and ‘owned’ by the community is perhaps one of the most fundamental
struggles over language facing a marginalised people. It is mirrored in other minority struggles

such as those from the disabled or Afro-Caribbean communities (Barton, 1996, Stable, 2006).

Jivani identifies this battle over (self)definition when he references an article from in The People
from the early 1970s that included the headline ‘They Call This Gay But We Have Another Word

For It —Urgh’ (Jivani, 1997,162). He identifies how the adoption of the term “gay” by queer
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people lead to a stream of letters to the newspapers about the ‘hijacking’ of this term by
homosexuals (Jivani, 1997). This battle over naming the queer subject is not just confined to the
term “gay”. Many other queer terms including the term “queer” have also been fought over in
this decades long battle. In the GLF’s manifesto of 1971 there is a quote from The Sunday Times
in February of that year, which highlights the pejorative use of “queer” from just before the

start of the study. It is a story concerning “queer bashing”:

“Afterwards a boy from the same estate said: ‘when you’re hitting a queer, you
don’t think you’re doing wrong. You think you’re doing good. If you want money
off a queer, you can get it off him — there’s nothing to be scared of from the law

‘cause you know they won’t go to the law’(Power, 1995,318).

It is not only in this article that one finds the term queer in the 1970s. It is spread across society
and therefore reflected in the press (Irwin, 1977, Palmer, 1970, Unknown, 1977, et al). Even
this powerfully pejorative term, used to such effect to oppress queer ideology and people in
the past, has been rehabilitated in this thesis and in many others (Floyd, 1998, Morland and

Willox, 2005, Kirsch, 2000, Warner, 1993) and become ideologically liberated. As Jagose says:

“Once the term ‘Queer’ was, at best, slang for homosexual, at worst, a term of
homophobic abuse. In recent years ‘queer’ has come to be used differently,
sometimes as an umbrella term for a coalition of culturally marginalised sexual

I’I

self-identifications and at other times a nascent theoretical model”(Jagose,

1996,1)
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These are a few of the contested signs surrounding the queer community but it is the power to
invest that sign with meaning that is the real ideological fight. GLF’s vision, organisation and
commitment in this regard cannot be underplayed. As Michael Mason says, “ adopting the
word ‘gay’ proved to be a small piece of political genius on the part of the GLF [...] for although
it drew the disingenuous protest that we robbed the English language of an innocent flower,
headline writers could not long resist the connivance of the three letter word” (Power,
1995,123). This, the smallest of functions of sub-editing, may have done much to drive forward
the language around the queer community and win the ideological and linguistic battle. It is
certainly demonstrated in this research that the press, time and again, particularly in the 1970s
newspapers, began to use “gay” in the headline and then predominantly “homosexual” in the
body of the text (Unknown, 1977b), particularly more conservative papers such as The Mail and
by 2005 usually across the whole text (Tate, 2005). These two articles, both from The Mail, are
typical of the trend, in ‘Row Over Gay Play for School Children’ (Unknown, 1977i) one sees the
use of the term “gay” in the title but only homosexual is used in the body of the text. By 2005,
in ‘Elton To Wed At Windsor as 24,000 Gays Name The Day’ (Lampert and Doughty, 2005), we
see the use of “gay” throughout the text. The use of “gay” proved to have both ideological and
editorial efficient uses and the resulting synthesis between the two, drove language change in
the press and also in the speech community, thus changing the characteristics of thought in
that speech community. Its initial use acted as an intellectual and social wedge driving the
adoption of the term “gay” into the broader language community and winning that ideological

battle and promoting the success of others.

Page | 80



Dialectical materialism in language (Lecercle, 2006, Volosinov, 1973) suggests, for me, that
changes will happen when there is most attrition between different social groups within the
speech community. It is when there is most polarization, the greatest volume of debate and the
largest number of social issues that language comes under the most pressure to change such as

in 1988.

Before the 1970s there was a wholly uneven struggle because the queer person, who had
virtually no voice in the mainstream press outside of the occasional voyeuristic human interest
story, was being marginalised and prosecuted under the law. Following law reform in 1967,
gueer people were able to begin to find their voice in public, via both the mainstream press and
the formation of a gay print media industry. As this occurred the imbalance began to be
addressed - and the fight for ideological acceptance entered a new phase. Adler supports this
thinking when he writes that “the ruling thoughts are nothing else but the ideal expression of
the ruling material relationships [...] thoughts are reflected onto language as an objective

consciousness. One can change language only by changing power relations” (Adler, 1980, 22).

A Marxist theoretical framework envisages language as communal in nature, a community
record of the ideological and social activities of a community. Much like Foucault (Foucault,
1977, Foucault, 1978), power and domination are essential elements of the critique as are the
ensuing struggles over meaning and signs (Lecercle, 2006, Volosinov, 1973, Adler, 1980). This
theoretical framework considers change to be an outcome of a period of painful and protracted
dialectical social and linguistic struggle and one would expect this to be reflected in the
newspaper records. It suggests that times of most attrition or most compression upon signs will

subsequently produce the most change. | want to explore these periods of compression which
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lead to significant change later in the next data set because it is in 1988 that | have found the

most compression.

4.5 1988 a point of compression on language

As | mentioned, in 1977 there were few stories about queer people but by 1988 there was a
veritable explosion. There was much reporting of protest from queer groups, much reporting of
polarized heated debate and many investigations of suppressed sexualities, mainly of priests
which | will discuss in Chapter 8. The queer press had grown beyond a single newspaper with a
single voice and the queer movement was very visible and indeed very vocal. Outside of queer
sexualities, in the 1980s queer people in the UK, as reported in the press, faced two specific
issues — one legal, concerning section 28, and the other medical, concerning HIV/AIDS. These
concerns were used as “wedge issues” splitting the population and facilitating the oppression
and curtailing queer rights and freedoms. Thus 1988 was again a period of social oppression

against queer people (Jeffery-Poulter, 1991, Robinson, 2007).

When one counts the sheer number of articles in the archive, the polarization of the voices and
nature of the news stories themselves then 1988 is the moment when most pressure is applied
on semantics during the period under question. One moves from 1977 when queer people are
relatively disempowered and silenced to a process of change to a point after 1988 when we

move into a period of normalization

For example, prior to 1988 the archive demonstrates that the debate in the press, about what
the final social settlement for the queer community within broader society should look like, is
largely confined to within the emergent queer community itself. By 1988 this debate
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concerning integration has expanded and one sees a large press reaction concerning it. A real, if
often vitriolic, engagement, which produces a large amount of articles, of which only a few are
used here, texts and opinion from both sides, a dialogue with multiple empowered players such
as different parts of the queer community, different opinion makers in the press and different
political groupings. This is simply not present in my research before 1988. | want to begin by

exploring Section 28 and Press reporting surrounding it by exploring its conception in context.

Whilst the 1970s saw the birth of serious queer campaigning (Jeffery-Poulter, 1991), the 1980s
saw sustained, vocal and energetic pressure for equal rights and LGBT equality within the UK
(Jivani, 1997). As | mentioned, the 1980s provided the press with two key opportunities to
engage with queer people and queer communities beyond salacious scandal. Alongside these
key events, there were other queer central stories that attracted Press attention such as The
Spanner Case in 1987 which centred on sixteen men’s ability to consent to queer Sado-

Masochistic sex.

The advent of HIV/AIDS around 1984 and the burgeoning crisis that loomed on the horizon was
joined in December 1987 by the inclusion of a new clause (initially numbered 27) in the Local
Government Act. This clause was initially tabled by Conservative MP Jill Knight but it failed due
to the 1987 general election. It was later reintroduced by David Wilshire on 2" December,

1987. It stated that:

“a local authority shall not intentionally promote homosexuality or publish

material with the intention of promoting homosexuality" or "promote the
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teaching in any maintained school of the acceptability of homosexuality as a

pretended family relationship”(Government, 1988)

With regard to Section 28, Conservative values and political rhetoric throughout the 1980s on
AIDS, queerness and left wing councils can be demonstrated to have lead to the clause

(Jeffery-Poulter, 1991). Jeffery-Poulter says:

“It was the Prime Minister herself who signalled the main assault on the gay
rights policies of Labour councils by pouring scorn on the very notion of gay

equality”(Jeffery-Poulter, 1991,218)

This discourse can be seen to construct the following quote from Thatcher’s speech to the
Conservative Party Conference of 1987 which was widely reported in the press. Here she
foregrounds a supposed link between the Labour Left, their education policies and queerness,

prefacing the formation of the anti-Queer legislation Section 28 in 1987.

“And in the inner cities—where youngsters must have a decent education
if they are to have a better future—that opportunity is all too often
snatched from them by hard left education authorities and extremist
teachers. And children who need to be able to count and multiply are
learning anti-racist mathematics—whatever that may be. Children who

need to be able to express themselves in clear English are being taught
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political slogans. Children who need to be taught to respect traditional
moral values are being taught that they have an inalienable right to be

gay.”(Thatcher, 1987)

This is the continued rhetoric of exclusion, so familiar in the 1970s; it clearly defines “the Left”
and “the teacher” with the queer as other, something alien and subversive to the traditional
moral Christian family values. To devote this amount of time to one subject in a Prime
Ministerial key note speech, this thesis argues, is indicative of the political value that was
placed upon the suppression of queerness. This rhetoric bleeds into the tabloid Press discourse
of the time, with the headline ‘When The Gays Have to Shut Up’ (published by The Sun on 10th
February 1988) as a prime example. This article clearly reflects the same overall anti-Queer —

and self-perpetuating discourse:

“Homosexual practice is condemned in the Bible but Homosexuals no longer
campaign merely for the right to be left alone or regarded as equals, many now
regard themselves as superior [...] Above all they want to go into schools and
make known to children the homosexual way of life [...] The mass of people have
sympathy and understanding for homosexuals. They want them to be left alone.

Equally, they want the homosexuals to leave them alone” (Editorial, 1988,6)

This newspaper article acts to exclude queer people as a faceless and threatening horde bent

on the destruction of society and the molestation of children and it frames it in a way that

Page | 85



appeals to common sense. It brooks no argument. There is an “us” —the civilised child-rearing

members of society - and a “them”.

It has a very close connection with the Thatcherite appeal to “traditional moral values”
(Thatcher, 1987) and its talk of “homosexual practice” as condemned by the Bible, a
foundation of British values. Whilst Thatcher talks of an “inalienable right to be gay” the paper
asserts that “many now regard themselves as superior. Thatcher speaks of children being

taught to be gay and The Sun says an “opportunity to go into schools” (Unknown, 1988j,6).

These were a part of Tory rhetoric in 1988 (Jeffery-Poulter, 1991) and were projected through
an appeal to common sense as “fact”: that there are “hard Left” or “ loony Left councils” bent
on the queer indoctrination of children, even though no such process was occurring (Weeks,
1990a). It creates a linguistic reality which does not exist. “Common sense” positions taken by
the ruling class in order to manipulate and control the subordinate class are very much part of
Gramscian theoretical critique. Thatcher used common sense many times. This is an example

from her 1980 Conservative party conference speech:

“| prefer to believe that certain lessons have been learnt from experience,
that we are coming, slowly, painfully, to an autumn of understanding. And |
hope that it will be followed by a winter of common sense. If it is not, we

shall not be—diverted from our course.” (Thatcher, 1980)
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This connects “common sense” with the perceived failure of the left. Her “common sense”
positions on queer identities are rearticulated in The Sun’s article in two ways. Firstly, through
the assertion that “they want grants from local councils for meeting places” ~suggesting that
gueer people are a homogenised group and are only interested in grants. Secondly, The Sun
undermined Labour’s hegemonic authority by positioning the whole piece next to a comically
erotic cartoon of Labour leader, Neil Kinock, and Mandy Mudd, the former chairman of
Tottenham Labour Party and champion of queer rights, thus making the negative and
unfounded connection between the protection of children and Labour policies. This synthesis is
at the heart of hegemonic struggle, the linguistic articulation of political positions and their
reflection in discourses. As Fairclough points out, “Politics and government are social practices
in which language is a salient feature" (Fairclough, 2000,155). Newspapers, in making and
reinforcing linguistic — and, indeed, visual — connections, affect social practice and take
hegemonic positions. In this way, they facilitate the position of some in authority and act as a
record of such facilitation. Frequently in the press in 1988 queer people are presented, like the
“loony left” council, as being “out of control,” “crackpot”, “insane”, when such councils had

merely adopted “gay rights as part of a general anti-discrimination policy”(Jeffery-Poulter,

1991,203)

Much like 1977, although linguistically oppressed in 1988, the queer community organised and
fought back. In fact, Capital Gay concluded that “ we have seen the coming of age of the Gay
and Lesbian movement”(Jeffery-Poulter, 1991,234) in its fight against section 28. As with the
prosecution of Gay News, these political and Press articulations galvanised queer resistance,

and Section 28 would become a central topic for the queer, if not the straight Press during the
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period. Again, repression is illustrated to be a driver of social change because it forces co-
operation within the minority community and keeps the subject in the forefront of the wider

speech community’s awareness.

The Sun may have demanded that they be silent in its headline “When the gays have to shut up’
(Editorial, 1988) but many queer people in the 1980s did no such thing. They, much like their
predecessors in the GLF and early queer movements, roared back with their activities often
reported in the press. For example when, “three screaming lesbians abseiled into the House of
Lords on ropes [...] as elderly peers looked on in amazement”(Potter, 1988). Time and time
again queer folk, as Michael Cashman asserts, fought for their “rights as human beings” (Jongh,
1988). They did this against an atmosphere that had “a smell of Weimar” about it, prompting
Bernard Levin of The Times to title one of his opinion pieces ‘Bring on the Gaystapo’ (Jeffery-

Poulter, 1991).

The archive demonstrates considerable organised resistance to the clause. This active
resistance by queer groups was also reported in the mainstream Press however, there is then a
reaction by some elements of the press against this resistance, as this article from The Mail

published on 3" May 1988 demonstrates:

“Police alert as gay activists demand: ‘Vote for us or die’ [...] police protection
has been offered to 28 peers after death threats from activists demanding
changes to the Governments legislation on homosexuality [...] The Clause which
forbids the promotion of homosexuality by local authorities and council run

schools has caused an outcry in the homosexual community [...] ‘l got a bit of a
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shock at first... its dotty people who sent them. It’s very stupid to think anyone

would be influenced’” (Williams and Gardner, 1988,1)

The article assumes without question that there has been the promotion of queerness in
schools by local authorities, which there was not. Instead the idea of such promotion was used
to curtail queer freedoms and facilitate the “return to family values” agenda of the
Conservative government. Secondly, that a reaction against the legislation is confined to a
“homosexual community” and who are intend on disorder, again a threatening faceless “other”
in fact, in the Gramscian way the reaction against section 28 was a broad movement (Jongh,
1988). This article seeks to curtail individual sexual freedoms by creating a description of the
predatory queer who corrupts youth. In fact an article from The Argus entitled ‘Despair That
Faces The Gay Teenagers’ suggests this is not the case and such legislation can only hurt young

people. It states:

“Teenage suicides will increase if the Government succeeds in stifling classroom

discussion of homosexuality” (Unknown, 1988c)

Here the description is queer teenagers who will suffer if not allowed to be openly queer. | will

explore Press stories surrounding gay youth more fully in chapter 7.

To apply pressure, there must be active resistance which is not at all present before the 1970s
but, the archive demonstrates, slowly builds. The archive shows that 1988 proved to be a point
of considerable pressure on language because of the presence of huge resistance and
polarization of views. | have chosen a number of articles at random from 1977 and 1988 to

illustrate this build up further:
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Firstly, | want to examine the number of column inches devoted to queer issues. As |
mentioned previously in chapter 4 and 5, there is very little writing at all about queer folk in the
1970s. In some newspapers such as The Llanelli Star they are non-existent. That is not true by
1988 where the amount of column inches and the number of articles devoted to queer topics
has increased substantially. For example, typical article lengths are; ‘Are They Sinners’ from The
Sun is seven paragraphs and ‘Row Over Gay Play For School Children’ from The Mail which is
eight; ‘Dismissal Over Wearing Lesbian Badge Upheld’ from The Times is just four. Moreover,
there are no front page leading articles concerning queer folk in 1977 in the national Press but
there are six in 1988 including ‘Gay Slur On Paper Boy’ from The Sun (Hall, 1988), ‘Beeb Man
Sits On Lesbian’ (Peacock and Barnes, 1988)from The Daily Mirror and ‘Death Threat to 28
Peers’ (Williams and Gardner, 1988) in The Mail and all are around 30 paragraphs long. The
article count in the archive for the papers under discussion goes from a very clear 30,
depending on how they are categorised, for the non-Queer Press to 90 or more in 1988. This is
consistent with what Wykes defined as a “veritable explosion of discourse about sex” in the

media (Wykes, 2001)

Data analysis shows that there is also a change in the nature of the words being used to
describe the queer community. In 1977 associated words are often to do with sickness or

”n  u

deviance such as “sick”, “pervert”, “wicked”, “obscene” and “vile” but by 1988 this has changed
somewhat to include words of protest and conflict such as “protest”, “shouting”, “unleashed”
and “demanding”. Taken with this is an overall demand in the archive by the queer community

towards more accurate representations which begins in the 70s but is at its most vivid in 1988.

Unlike in 1977, in 1988 queer people are given considerable voice to speak. In ‘Beeb Man Sits
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On Lesbian’ from The Mirror they are given a full 15 paragraphs within a story of 42. Thisis a

short excerpt from one of those paragraphs:

“The second we got inside the newsroom a pal and | handcuffed ourselves to a
desk. | was within a foot of Sue Lawley, but she carried on reading the news as if
nothing had happened. But within seconds | was flattened as a man with ginger
hair jumped on top of me. He kept a hand over my mouth and said repeatedly in

my ear ‘keep your effing mouth shut’”(Peacock and Barnes, 1988)

There is no doubt that the archive shows that during the campaign against section 28 the
gueer movement finds its voice in both the queer and non-queer Press through co-operation,
small groups local groups and large organisations form to protest against the issue. Where
many lesbians organisations had stopped cooperating with male groupings (Power, 1995) now
they began to work together (Jeffery-Poulter, 1991). However, they were also faced with a
considerable amount of symbolic coercion, which only strengthened the compression on
semantics. Just like the 1970s the queer community was also the subject of secret police action
(Power, 1995). In a ‘Threat to 28 Peers’ “Special Branch officers” were said to have “mingled
with the 20,000 protestors”(Williams and Gardner, 1988) during a march against section 28.
This demonstrates the newspaper’s own ideology that queer people are a threat and in need of
policing. It does this by making connections and assertions that are not present elsewhere in
the press and amount to a fabrication. For example, towards the end of the piece it admits that
the threats were probably made by sympathetic anarchist groups, not queer rights
campaigners. However, again, there was a reaction against this type of policing, which is

demonstrated in the language and discourse from future articles by 1994 and after, as |
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highlighted in the previous chapter where | discussed policing. In 2005, for example, The
Brighton Argus in ‘Call for Crackdown On Gay Hate Crime In City’ describes how visibly the
police work with the LGBT community to ensure their safety and protect them from prejudice.

An “LGBT Police officer” is reported as saying :

“There has been a substantial increase in coverage due to constant high-visibility
patrols. We have been working to increase the trust and confidence of

[Queer]people” (Tate, 2005,3)

The strategy of the queer movement itself across 1988 appears to have been as creatively
visible and vocal in their protests as possible. Ironically, for a group fighting to be recognised,
this was aided by their inherent invisibility and by a plurality of strategies. As the article ‘When
Dykes Penetrate Auntie’ (Unknown, 1988d) demonstrates, lesbian avengers managed to enter
the BBC studios because they were able to pass before the event as mere tourists. A similar
tactic was used in ‘Lesbians Abseil In Lords Chamber’ (Potter, 1988). They represented as being
able to spring a vocal and visible surprise. An apparent sudden unveiling of queerness, to shout
“stop section 28”(Unknown, 1988d). Later they are reported in The Pink Paper as saying “’this is
just the beginning’. ‘Sarah Ponsonby’ (a pseudonym chosen by the demonstrator to celebrate a
famous historical lesbian) told our reporter, ‘when we’re through they’ll be wishing they’d
never heard of Clause 28" (Unknown, 1988d). In reality, such acts of civil disobedience are
ironically facilitated by the ability to pass as non-Queer. They are the tactics of ambush, of
stealth, of camouflage. But the political march in May 1988 is representative of a different use
of visibility, is not sudden and shocking but planned, advertised, nuanced and sophisticated. It

is deliberate and public and as organiser and TV personality, Michael Cashman, says “The
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importance of this protest is to show that we are determined to stand up and fight for our
rights as human beings”(Jongh, 1988). Thus, there is demonstrated in language and in action a
plurality of queer political action: radical action and earnest debate. This plurality helped drive
language change, not least by shattering the representation of queer people as one
homogenised group and by driving the motor of dialecticalism. For example, the actions of
those queer activists who invaded the Commons “shouting obscenities as TV cameras rolled”
(Potter, 1988) and the more measured protest of Chris Smith et al in leading “Britain’s biggest
ever gay rights rally [which included] a strong contingent of marchers from the arts [in an event
where “the mood was relaxed and good humoured” (Jongh, 1988). In the 1970s the queer
movement had manifested itself into the GLF and the CHE, one radical, one conservative before
the 1970s there were campaigns for law reform before this decade notably led by the Albany
Trust (Jeffery-Poulter, 1991) but nothing that could be said to amount to a movement . In the
1980s campaigning took the form of committed acts of disobedience and more conservative
marches forming around the conservative Stonewall and radical Outrage! In addition, there is
the growth of additional organisations such as those devoted to AIDS awareness, for example,
The Terrence Higgins Trust or later, Gay Men Fighting AIDS or GMFA. The voices in the media
were different in tone and nature but together they caused such a breadth of difficulty that the
Government was reported ready to admit in a private meeting with queer activist, Sir lan
McKellen, that it “was embarrassed by the fuss and was doing everything to ameliorate the
impact of the legislation” (Jeffery-Poulter, 1991,234). What had changed between 1977 and
1988 was the scale of the protest. The GLF could induce a march of two or three hundred

people (Power, 1995) and disrupt a lowly meeting of the Festival of Light but by 1988 the
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research shows the queer Movement was reported as being able to generate a march of
twenty to fifty thousand people (Jongh, 1988). Further, they were able to disrupt The House of
Lords and the BBC, claiming front page headlines for both and raising the idea of queer
oppression in the press, making it relevant for all, and affecting language due to the sheer
volume of discourse, of compression upon the signs. Thus, it appears from examining the
newspaper archive that the queer community was able to mobilize more fully in 1988 its own
populous and appeal more widely to mainstream Britain by incorporating a plurality of voices
and strategies. Certainly there is the reporting of this plurality in the press. This was a trend
that continued into 1994 and was a fundamental driver of language change. Such plurality, |
believe, increased the pressure on semantics even further than the mere volume of articles by

varying the angles and points that pressure was applied.

| believe that a significant social conflict was being played out in the press in 1988
demonstrating a period of particular polarization. As per its stance in 1977, The Guardian in
articles such as ‘Thousands Join Protest against Section 28 Curb on Gay Rights’ is broadly
supportive of the queer community and is using quotes from a variety of queer protagonists
which compare and contrast different positions whilst at the opposite end, The Mail and The

Sun using the language of fear and anxiety to evoke menace in their articles.

This is a process which is not just one of dialectical or ideological in nature, although this is
certainly true, but one that can best be described as an illustration of Gramsci’s hegemonic
processes in action (Bucci-Gluckmann, 1982). As we have seen hegemony is not a linear goal;
rather it is a point of constant negotiation between classes where the dominant class seeks to

retain its hegemonic position by imposing its values and by convincing the rest of the
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community of the natural, common sense nature of its position, thereby projecting cultural and
moral leadership this is seen throughout 1988. This, for example, may include the position that
gueer people are a negative group in different ways and need to be controlled. It involves the
use of speeches, politics and spin to develop a message of common sense through rhetoric.
Hegemony is, therefore, a contested process where a dominant position is presented as being
good for the whole, even if it is only good for the ruling class “ far from dominating its junior
partners a successful hegemonic group has to thoroughly recreate itself” (Jones, 2006,45). This
is supported by Gramsci himself who asserts “A class can win only if it is aided and followed by
a great majority of the social strata”(Gramsci, 1994,322). Thatcher’s constant return to power
during the 1980s and 1990s is illustrative of this point. She was re-elected to government not
because she necessarily had a programme for change, especially at the start of her term, but
rather because the Conservative Party was able to present itself as the logical, natural choice
which served the interests of the entire British population (Torfing, 1999,35). When The Times

comments without a balancing opinion that Section 28 states that

“alocal authority should not intentionally promote homosexuality...that there is
no intention of persecuting homosexuals or treating them as second-class

citizens”(Unknown, 1988g)

It is re-affirming the hegemonic position of the ruling class as set out by Thatcher.

The research demonstrates an apparent acceptance of “limited” hegemony by the queer
community which will be explored by concentrating on texts from 1994 and from 2005,

meaning they never quite achieve absolute and complete equality. According to theorists,
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Laclau and Moffee, a dominant group can choose to accept or offer limited hegemony, thereby
making small changes to accommodate the subaltern group or expansive hegemony in which it
meets the majority of all of the demands (Laclau and Mouffe, 1985). Hegemonic strategy is,
accordingly, fluid, subtle and dynamic. For the dominant group it operates as a series of
concessions, for the subjugated as a series of minor gains. Over time these small movements
can lead to substantial social change which is marked, this thesis argues, by these periods of
differing offers. The articles from 1994 demonstrate this idea as well as that of leadership by

the queer community and | want to turn to them next.

4:6 Queer leadership and the pluralisation of the Queer voice in 1994

During 1994 | believe that we see in the archive an increasing leadership characteristic within
the queer community being expressed in the press. One sees queer establishment figures such
as lan Mackellan and Chris Smith speaking openly and professionally. This professionalism and
leadership, which Gramsci defined as essential to promoting a change in the national
consciousness and indeed the speech community, opens the way for a dispersion of the drivers
of language change to come. It is part of the release phase which | described at the beginning of
this section. In this section | am going to explore the debates around the age of consent vote in
1994 just 6 years after section 28. In this section | also want to examine the idea of limited

hegemonic settlements and how these are represented in the press (Laclau and Mouffe, 1985).

In 1994 on the day of the vote to equalise the age of consent for sex between consenting

gueer people with that of non-Queer people, The Mail produced a piece entitled
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‘Homosexuality And The Age of Consent’ on 21° February, 1994 (Unknown, 1994c) in which it

argued that:

“Not for the first time on an issue of profound moral significance in the way our
society is going, progressive opinion in the Commons would appear to be out of
kilter with a more traditional view in the country” it continues “what was
permitted to youths would be practised on boys. The legal barrier to the
corruption of boys by men would be dangerously lowered [...] let MPs be in no
doubt that the majority of their constituents would consider that to be one

libertarian step too far”(Unknown, 1994c,8).

Three assertions lie at the heart of the paper’s own appeal to common sense. Firstly, that
progressive opinion is always ahead of public sentiment. It is clear, though, that such
progressive elements should be satisfied with what they have achieved to date. Secondly, it
repeats the refrain that queer people corrupt boys and therefore children need protecting. It
argues that queer youths should be satisfied with sex at eighteen years old and not push for
anything more, even though their non-Queer contemporaries may have sex at 16, that a
reduction in the age of consent to eighteen is enough. Finally, it talks of being out of step, and
of things going too far. This concept of a movement too far towards queer equality is one that is
seen often in the press, which is part of a mechanism disseminating the ideas of the dominant
group, as is the concept that queer people should settle for the status quo. As has been
discussed, in 1977 the judge in the Gay News Trial asserted “it is possible to hope that by this
verdict the pendulum of public opinion is beginning to swing back to a more healthy climate”

(Uknown, 1977) and in The Sun in 1988 a similar sentiment “homosexuals cannot help being
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what they are. How they behave in private is their own affair. But the danger is that the
pendulum has swung too far” (Editorial, 1988) i.e that the status quo, traditional boundaries,
are under threat. These are common metaphors of balance made by the dominant group,
offering limited hegemony to the queer community (Laclau and Mouffe, 1985). Be happy with
what you have achieved, they argue, whilst at the same time, they are appealing to the

common sense of the rest of society, asserting things have “swung too far”.

1994 is a period in which the newspaper archive demonstrates these differing offers of
hegemonic settlement most vividly. It is, | argue, a period where some of the pressure from
discourse is being released and a new period of negotiation has settled in as more conservative
voices seek to negotiate a limited settlement. It is a point where pressure is beginning to be
released from language and one see a change and moderation in language as well as a growth
in acceptable new terms. However, next | want to focus on sketching out some of these
differing offerings as | see such negotiations to be a seminal moment on the path to release of

the pressure on language.

The Guardian in Gay Age of Consent Cut to 18 (Michael White et al., 1994) reiterates the
politicians’ arguments offering an illustration of differing settlements. They essentially divide
along these concepts of limited hegemony and expansive hegemony and demonstrate this
process in action. Fundamentally, this article describes a moment in time when queer people
are moving from oppression to normalisation and this is demonstrated by the different
positions taken by the actors, the appeals to common sense and the type of hegemonic
settlement they offer. It is noteworthy that all sides now have adopted a conciliatory tone in

language.
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Michael Howard, Conservative Home Secretary, states in a seemingly considered and

reasonable manner the limited:

“For my own part | believe that reducing the age of consent from 21 to 18 strikes
the right balance. On the one hand we should not criminalise private actions
freely entered into by consenting mature adults. On the other, we need to
protect young men from activities which their lack of maturity might cause them

to regret” (Michael White et al., 1994)

In the same article, Tony Blair, Labour Shadow Home Secretary, argues for equality from the

alternative expansive viewpoint, insisting that:

“The real objection in this debate is not one of reason but of prejudice. People
are entitled to think that homosexuality is wrong. What they are not entitled to
do is use the criminal law to force that view on others” (Michael White et al.,

1994)

Interestingly, this article and the archive demonstrate the beginning of the relative suppression
of the conservative Christian voice. A voice which was so present in 1977 and 1988 was
becoming marginalised. This voice is short and relegated to the very bottom of a long article
and in many newspapers is not reported at all. The Rev. lan Paisley claims that queerness was

the

“fundamentally wrong course, neither natural nor normal” (Michael White et al.,

1994).
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There is a continuing trend towards a growing plurality and professionalism of queer voices. For
example, we have the charismatic campaigner from Stonewall, Sir lan McKellan, who says in a
considered appeal to the country at large that “the government will come under enormous
pressure before the next election to change the law”(Michael White et al., 1994); we also have
the militant activist from Outrage!, Peter Tatchell , who confronts using hyperbole and is
reported in The Guardian as saying “It’s a shameful day for democracy that MPs have refused
to accept the human rights of gay people. It’s going to lead to a huge amount of anger”(Michael
White et al., 1994) and, finally, we hear from out queer MP, Chris Smith, who functionally
declared “there were fewer abstentions than we expected”(Michael White et al., 1994) again
making a steady appeal to the common sense of the nation, the middle ground. These three
styles of queer campaigners are represented in the press. There are those activists such as lan
McKellan from Stonewall who offer a “considered appeal”, secondly campaigners such as Peter
Thatchell from Outrage who use “hyperbole” emotive argument and finally the press who
portray the “functional” bureaucratic argument used by professionals such as Chris Smith. All
speak to different constituents but work together to effect change, | believe, in a way that is
not possible separately. The variety of styles and voices gives weight to the whole argument, as
does the stature of the speakers. The increasing stature of queer people reinforces their
arguments, increasing their stature further. This pluralisation is also indicative of a more

accepted community, feeding more broadly into the wider speech community.

Again, the analysis using this cycle of newspapers shows language change occurs when there is
the most pressure and volume of discourse, when, as in this debate, opposing voices are at

their peak. This time it is the professionalism of the voices that is having affect. For example,
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data analysis shows that after this date there were much more positive, inclusive and
naturalized terms used to describe queer people. They become less associated with words that
promote otherness or exclusion. This is a point of moderation in language and demonstrates
varying offers of limited hegemonic settlement. Such offers the archive demonstrates are
indicative of social change because they don’t need to be made before. Also demonstrated in

1994, | believe the increasing plurality of queer voices enables language to change.
4.7 The effects of the release from compression in 2005

In this final section of this chapter | want to examine articles from 2005 which | believe speak to
a release in discourse where we see a number of new terms around the queer community
being used broadly across the press. We also see very warm and inclusionary phrases where
anti-queer sentiments and connotations have been diminished. | will start with this article from

The Sun published on 20" December, 2005:

“There was cheering inside as so